
T
exis of S

tatem
en

t b
y N

ixon
 an

d
 of L

etters of R
esign

ation
 of T

h
ree A

id
es 

special to T
he N

ew
 Y

ork T
hee 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
, A

p
ril 3

0
—

F
o
llo

w
in

g
 a

re the texts o
f a 

statem
ent b

y P
resid

en
t N

ixo
n

 
today announcing sta

ff resig
-

n
a

tio
n

s 
an

d
 o

th
er 

ch
a

n
g

es 
an

d
 o

f 
letters 

of 
resignation 

to
 th

e 
P

resid
en

t fro
m

 H
. R

. 
H

aldem
an 

and 
Jo

h
n
 D

. E
h
r-

lichm
an, 

W
h
ite H

o
u
se a

id
es, 

and A
ttorney G

eneral R
ichard 

G
. 

K
leindienst: 

N
ixon Statem

ent 
I h

av
e to

d
ay

 receiv
ed

 an
d
 

accep
ted

 th
e resig

n
atio

n
 o

f 
R

ich
ard

 G
. K

lein
d

ien
st as 

A
ttorney G

eneral of the U
nit-

ed
 S

tates. I am
 ap

p
o
in

tin
g
 

E
llio

t L
. R

ich
ard

so
n
 to

 su
c-

ceed him
 as A

ttorney G
eneral 

and w
ill subm

it M
r. R

ichard-
so

n
's n

am
e to

 th
e S

en
ate fo

r 
confirm

ation im
m

ediately. 
M

r. K
leindienst asked to be 

relieved as A
ttorney G

eneral 
b

ecau
se h

e felt th
at h

e co
u

ld
 

not appropriately continue as 
h

ead
 o

f th
e Ju

stice D
ep

art-
m

en
t n

o
w

 th
at it ap

p
ears its 

in
v
estig

atio
n
 o

f th
e W

ater-
g
ate an

d
 related

 cases m
ay

 
im

p
licate in

d
iv

id
u
als w

ith
 

w
h

o
m

 h
e
 h

a
s h

a
d

 a
 c

lo
se

 
p
erso

n
al an

d
 p

ro
fessio

n
al 

association. 
In m

aking this decision, M
r. 

K
lein

d
ien

st h
as acted

 in
 ac-

co
rd

an
ce w

ith
 th

e h
ig

h
est 

stan
d

ard
s o

f p
u

b
lic serv

ice 
and legal ethics. I am

 accept-
in

g
 h

is resig
n

atio
n

 w
ith

 re-
g
ret an

d
 w

ith
 d

eep
 ap

p
recia-

tion for his dedicated service 
to

 th
is A

d
m

in
istratio

n
. 

P
ending S

ecretary R
ichard-

so
n

's co
n

firm
atio

n
 as A

tto
r-

n
ey

 G
en

eral, I h
av

e ask
ed

 
him

 to involve him
self im

m
e-

d
iately

 in
 th

e in
v
estig

ativ
e 

process surrounding the W
a-

terg
ate m

atter. A
s A

tto
rn

ey
 

G
eneral, M

r. R
ichardson w

ill 
assum

e full responsibility and  

authority for coordinating all 
F

ederal agencies in 
uncover-

in
g
 th

e
 w

h
o
le

 tru
th

 a
b
o
u
t 

th
is m

atter an
d

 reco
m

m
en

d
-

in
g
 ap

p
ro

p
riate ch

an
g
es in

 
th

e
 la

w
 to

 p
re

v
e
n

t fu
tu

re
 

cam
p

aig
n

 ab
u

ses o
f th

e so
rt 

recen
tly

 u
n

co
v

ered
. H

e w
ill 

h
av

e to
tal su

p
p
o
rt fro

m
 m

e 
in

 g
ettin

g
 th

is jo
b
 d

o
n
e. 

In
 ad

d
itio

n
, 

I 
h

av
e to

d
ay

 
accep

ted
 th

e resig
n

atio
n
s o

f 
tw

o
 o

f m
y
 c

lo
se

st frie
n
d
s 

an
d
 m

o
st tru

sted
 assistan

ts 
in

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u

se, H
. R

. 
H

ald
em

an
 an

d
 Jo

h
n
 D

. E
h
r-

lichm
an. 

I k
n

o
w

 th
at th

eir d
ecisio

n
 

to resign w
as difficult; m

y
 de-

cisio
n
 to

 accep
t it w

as d
iffi-

cu
lt; b

u
t I resp

ect an
d
 ap

p
re-

c
ia

te
 th

e
 a

ttitu
d

e
 th

a
t le

d
 

th
em

 to
 it. 

'R
eg

ret T
h
eir D

ep
artu

re' 
I em

phasize that neither the 
su

b
m

issio
n

 n
o

r th
e accep

t-
an

ce o
f th

eir resig
n

atio
n

s at 
th

is tim
e sh

o
u

ld
 b

e seen
 b

y
 

an
y
o
n

e as ev
id

en
ce o

f an
y

 
w

ro
n
g
d
o
in

g
 b

y
 eith

er o
n
e. 

S
uch an assum

ption w
ould be 

both unfair and unfounded. 
T

h
ro

u
g
h
o
u
t o

u
r asso

cia-
tio

n
, each

 o
f th

ese m
en

 h
as 

dem
onstrated a spirit of self-

lessn
ess an

d
 d

ed
icatio

n
 th

at 
I have seldom

 seen equalled. 
T

h
eir co

n
trib

u
tio

n
s to

 th
e 

w
o
rk

 o
f th

is A
d
m

in
istratio

n
 

have been enorm
ous. I great-

ly regret their departure. 
F

in
ally

, I h
av

e to
d
ay

 re-
quested and accepted the res-
ignation of John W

. D
ean 3d 

from
 his position on the staff 

as W
hite H

ouse counsel. 
E

ffective im
m

ediately, L
eon-

ard
 G

arm
en

t, sp
ecial co

n
-

su
ltan

t to
 th

e P
resid

en
t, w

ill 
tak

e o
n
 ad

d
itio

n
al d

u
ties as 

counsel to the P
resident, and 

w
ill co

n
tin

u
e actin

g
 in

 th
is 

cap
acity

 u
n
til a p

erm
an

en
t 

su
c
c
e
sso

r to
 M

r. D
e
a
n
 is 

n
am

ed
. M

r. G
arm

en
t w

ill 
represent the W

hite H
ouse in 

a
ll m

a
tte

rs re
la

tin
g

 to
 th

e
 

W
aterg

ate in
v
estig

atio
n
 an

d
 

w
ill rep

o
rt d

irectly
 to

 m
e. 

R
esignation L

etters 
B

y
 E

h
rlich

m
an

 
F

o
r th

e p
ast tw

o
 w

eek
s it 

has becom
e increasingly evi-

d
en

t th
at, reg

ard
less o

f th
e 

actu
al facts, I h

av
e b

een
 

a 
targ

et o
f p

u
b
lic attack

. T
h
e 

n
a
tu

re
 o

f m
y
 p

o
sitio

n
 o

n
 

y
o

u
r sta

ff h
a
s a

lw
a
y

s d
e
-

m
an

d
ed

 th
at m

y
 co

n
d

u
ct b

e 
b

o
th

 ap
p

aren
tly

 an
d

 actu
ally

 
b
ey

o
n
d
 rep

ro
ach

. I h
av

e al-
w

a
y

s fe
lt th

a
t th

e
 a

p
p

e
a
r-

ance of honesty and integrity 
is ev

ery
 b

it as im
p

o
rtan

t to
 

such a position as the fact of 
o

n
e's h

o
n

esty
 an

d
 in

teg
rity

. 
U

n
fo

rtu
n

ately
, su

ch
 ap

-
p
e
a
ra

n
c
e
s a

re
 n

o
t a

lw
a
y
s 

governed by facts. R
ealistic-

ally
, th

ey
 can

 b
e affected

 b
y
 

rep
eated

 ru
m

o
r, u

n
fo

u
n
d
ed

 
ch

arg
es o

r im
p

licatio
n

s an
d

 
w

hatever else the m
edia car-

ries. F
o
r in

stan
ce, th

is w
eek

 
totally unfounded stories ap-
p
eared

 in
 T

h
e L

o
s A

n
g
eles 

T
im

es claim
ing I 

h
ad

 ask
ed

 
o

u
r em

b
assy

 in
 L

eb
an

o
n

 to
 

h
elp

 th
e V

esco
 g

ro
u
p
 in

 a 
b
an

k
in

g
 d

eal. I n
o
t o

n
ly

 d
id

 
n
o
t d

o
 so

 b
u
t, in

 actu
al fact, 

I 
cau

sed
 th

e S
tate D

ep
art-

m
en

t to
 cab

le th
e em

b
assy

 
th

a
t n

o
 o

n
e
 a

t th
e
 W

h
ite

 
H

o
u

se h
ad

 an
y

 in
terest in

 
the V

esco deadings. 
S

ince 
I 

h
av

e alread
y
 re-

p
o

rted
 to

 y
o
u
 m

an
y
 o

f th
e 

facts in the G
ray case, I need 

o
n
ly

 say
 th

at at n
o
 tim

e d
id

 
I d

irectly
 o

r in
d
irectly

 su
g
-

gest that M
r. G

ray should do 
o
th

e
r th

a
n
 k

e
e
p
 th

e
 H

u
n
t 

D
o

cu
m

en
ts, alth

o
u

g
h

 th
ere 

have been reports to the con-
trary

. E
q
u
ally

 w
ith

o
u
t m

erit 
are th

e so
u
rce sto

ries ab
o
u
t 

som
e alleged involvem

ent In 
the W

atergate m
atter. 

'Im
paired B

y A
ttacks' 

A
s I analyze m

y situation, 
I h

av
e to

 co
n

clu
d

e th
at m

y
 

p
resen

t u
sefu

ln
ess to

 y
o
u
 

an
d

 ab
ility

 to
 d

isch
arg

e m
y

 
d
u
ties h

av
e b

een
 im

p
aired

  

yb these attacks, perhaps be-
yond repair. 

It is n
o
t fa

ir to
 y

o
u
 a

n
d
 

m
y
 staff co

lleag
u
es fo

r m
e 

to
 try

 to
 d

o
 m

y
 jo

b
 u

n
d
e
r 

th
e
se

 c
irc

u
m

sta
n

c
e
s. T

o
o

 
m

u
ch

 o
f m

y
 tim

e an
d
 atten

-
tion is and w

ill be consum
ed 

in
 co

n
cern

 fo
r an

d
 straig

h
t-

en
in

g
 o

u
r su

ch
 alleg

atio
n
s. 

A
t m

y
 req

u
est, I am

 g
o
in

g
 

to
 h

av
e sep

arate in
terv

iew
s 

th
is w

eek
 w

ith
 th

e d
istrict 

attorney and the S
enate com

-
m

ittee counsel. 
T

h
u

s, I a
m

 lo
o

k
in

g
 fo

r-
w

ard
 to

 an
 early

 rev
iew

 o
f 

th
e facts an

d
 ev

id
en

ce w
ith

 
th

e ap
p
ro

p
riate 

authorities, 
an

d
 I sh

o
u

ld
 sp

en
d

 th
e tim

e 
necessary in relation thereto. 

O
n
e o

f th
e to

u
g
h
est p

ro
b
-

lem
s w

e h
av

e in
 th

is life is 
in

 seein
g

 th
e d

ifferen
ce b

e-
tw

een
 th

e ap
p
aren

t an
d
 th

e 
real, an

d
 in

 b
asin

g
 o

u
r ac-

tio
n
s o

n
ly

 o
n
 ,th

at w
h
ich

 is 
re

a
l. W

e
 a

ll m
u

st d
o

 th
a
t 

m
ore than w

e do. I have con-
fid

en
ce in

 th
e u

ltim
ate p

rev
-

alen
ce o

f tru
th

; I in
ten

d
 to

 
d

o
 w

h
a
t 

I 
c
a
n

 to
 sp

e
e
d

 
truth's discovery. 

T
herefore, M

r. P
resident, I 

su
b
m

it to
 y

o
u
 m

y
 resig

n
a-

tio
n

. T
h

ere are o
n

 th
e d

o
-

m
estic C

ouncil staff so m
any 

g
o
o
d
 p

eo
p
le o

f ab
ility

 th
at I 

am
 co

n
fid

en
t a tran

sitio
n

 o
f 

m
y responsibilities can be af-

fected
 w

ith
o
u
t lo

ss o
f p

ro
g
-

ress. 
I 

w
ill d

o
 all 

I 
can

 to
 

assist in
 acco

m
p
lish

in
g
 th

e 
transition. 

B
y H

aldem
an 

A
s you know

, I h
ad

 hoped 
an

d
 ex

p
ected

 to
 h

av
e h

ad
 an

 
earlier o

p
p

o
rtu

n
ity

 to
 clear 

u
p

 v
ario

u
s alleg

atio
n

s an
d

 
in

n
u
e
n
d
o
s th

a
t h

a
v
e
 b

e
e
n
 

ra
ise

d
 in

 c
o
n
n
e
c
tio

n
 w

ith
 

m
atters related to the W

ater-
g
a
te

 c
a
se

. It n
o
w

 a
p
p
e
a
rs 

th
a
t th

is
 p

ro
c
e
s
s
 m

a
y

 
co

n
su

m
e co

n
sid

erab
le tim

e. 
M

ean
w

h
ile, th

ere is ap
p
ar-

en
tly

 to
 b

e n
o
 in

terru
p
tio

n
 

in th
e flood of stories arising  

ev
ery

 d
ay

 fro
m

 all so
rts o

f 
sources. 

I fu
lly

 ag
ree w

ith
 th

e im
-

portance of a com
plete inves-

tig
atio

n
 b

y
 th

e ap
p
ro

p
riate 

au
th

o
rities o

f all th
e facto

rs 
that m

ay be involved; but am
 

deeply concerned that, in the 
p

ro
cess, it h

as b
eco

m
e v

ir-
tually im

possible under these 
c
irc

u
m

sta
n

c
e
s fo

r m
e
 to

 
carry

 o
n
 m

y
 reg

u
lar resp

o
n
-

sibilities in the W
hite H

ouse. 
It is im

p
erativ

e th
at th

e 
w

o
rk

 o
f th

e
 O

ffic
e
 o

f th
e
 

P
resident not be im

peded and 
y
o
u
r staff m

u
st b

e in
 a p

o
si-

tio
n

 to
 fo

cu
s th

eir atten
tio

n
 

o
n
 th

e v
ital areas o

f d
o
m

es-
tice an

d
 in

tern
atio

n
al co

n
-

c
e
rn

 th
a
t fa

c
e
 y

o
u

, ra
th

e
r 

th
an

 b
ein

g
 d

iv
erted

 b
y
 th

e 
d

aily
 ru

m
o

rs an
d

 d
ev

elo
p

-
m

ents in the W
atergate case. 

F
o

r th
ese reaso

n
s, 

I 
subm

it 
m

y
 resig

n
atio

n
 as A

ssistan
t 

to the P
resident. 

I intend to cooperate fully 
h the investigation —

 and 
w

ill at m
y
 req

u
est b

e m
eet-

in
g
 th

is w
eek

 fo
r th

at p
u
r-

pose w
ith the U

.S
. attorneys 

an
d

 w
ith

 th
e co

u
n

sel to
 th

e 
S

en
ate select co

m
m

ittee. 
I am

 co
n

v
in

ced
 th

at, in
 

due course, 
I 

w
ill h

av
e th

e 
o
p
p
o
rtu

n
ity

 n
o
t ju

st to
 clear 

u
p

 an
y

 alleg
atio

n
s o

r im
p

li-
catio

n
s o

f im
p

ro
p

riety
 b

u
t 

also
 to

 d
em

o
n
strate th

at I 
h

av
e alw

ay
s m

et th
e h

ig
h

 
and exacting standards of in-
teg

rity
 w

h
ich

 y
o
u
 h

av
e so

 
c
le

a
rly

 a
n
d
 p

ro
p
e
rly

 d
e
-

m
an

d
ed

 o
f all w

h
o

 serv
e o

n
 

the W
hite H

ouse staff. 
I have full confidence that 

w
h

en
 th

e tru
th

 is k
n

o
w

n
 th

e 
A

m
erican

 p
eo

p
le w

ill b
e to

-
tally

 ju
stified

 in
 th

eir p
rid

e 
in the O

ffice of the P
resident 

an
d
 in

 th
e co

n
d
u
ct o

f th
at 

office by P
resident N

ixon. 

B
y
 K

lein
d
ien

st 
It is w

ith
 d

eep
 reg

ret an
d
 

a
fte

r lo
n

g
 a

n
d

 se
a
rc

h
in

g
 

thought that I hereby subm
it 

m
y
 resig

n
atio

n
 as A

tto
rn

ey
 

G
en

eral, to
 tak

e effect u
p
o
n
 

the appointm
ent and qualifi-

cation of m
y successor. 

E
ven though, as you know

, 
I h

ad
 p

rev
io

u
sly

 in
d
icated

 a 
d

esire to
 leav

e th
e G

o
v

ern
-

m
ent this year for fam

ily and 
financial reasons, the circum

-
stan

ces su
rro

u
n
d
in

g
 th

e d
is-

c
lo

su
re

s m
a
d

e
 to

 m
e
 o

n
 

S
u

n
d

ay
, A

p
ril 1

5
, 1

9
7

3
 b

y
 

A
ssistan

t A
tto

rn
ey

 G
en

eral 
P

etersen
, U

n
ited

 S
tates A

t-
to

rn
ey

 T
itu

s, an
d
 A

ssistan
t 

U
n

ited
 S

tates A
tto

rn
ey

 S
il-

b
ert, d

ictate th
is d

ecisio
n

 at 
th

is tim
e. T

h
o
se d

isclo
su

res 
in

fo
rm

ed
 m

e, fo
r th

e first 
tim

e, that persons w
ith w

hom
 

I 
h
ad

 clo
se p

erso
n
al an

d
 

professional assocations could 
be involved in conduct viola-
tive of the law

s of the U
nited 

S
tates. F

air and im
partial en-

forcem
ent of the law

 requires 
th

at a p
erso

n
 w

h
o
 h

as n
o
t 

h
ad

 su
ch

 in
tim

ate relatio
n
-

sh
ip

s b
e th

e A
tto

rn
ey

 G
en

-
eral of th

e U
n

iteed
 S

tates. 
'M

in
d

fu
l of Y

ou
r C

h
arge' 

It is not for m
e to com

m
ent 

n
o

w
 o

n
 th

e trag
ed

y
 th

at h
as 

occurred. H
ow

ever, I w
ill al-

w
a
y
s b

e
 m

in
d
fu

l o
f y

o
u
r 

ch
arg

e to
 m

e fro
m

 th
e v

ery
 

b
e
g
in

n
in

g
 th

a
t th

e
 e

n
tire

 
m

atter b
e fu

lly
 in

v
estig

ated
 

a
n
d
 th

a
t th

e
 fu

ll e
ffe

c
t o

f 
th

e law
 b

e ad
m

in
istered

 n
o

 
m

atter w
h

o
 it m

ig
h

t in
v

o
lv

e 
o
r affect. Y

o
u
 can

 b
e p

ro
u
d
 

o
f th

e D
ep

artm
en

t o
f Ju

s-
tice for the m

anner in w
hich 

it, fro
m

 th
e b

eg
in

n
in

g
, h

as 
resp

o
n
d
ed

 to
 th

at ch
arg

e. 
F

inally, let m
e express m

y 
deep personal appreciation to 
you for having appointed m

e 
the 68th A

ttorney G
eneral of 

th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates. It is th

e 
g

reatest h
o

n
o

r I sh
all ev

er 
have. I shall alw

ays be hum
-

bly proud to have been a part 
o
f th

e D
ep

artm
en

t o
f Ju

stice 
and to

 h
av

e h
ad

 th
e o

p
p

o
r-

tu
n

ity
 to

 serv
e m

y
 co

u
n

try
 

as a p
art o

f y
o

u
r A

d
m

in
is-

tration. 


