
If A
ny P

erson Is Indicted 
P

olicy W
ill B

e Suspend H
im

 
A

ssociated P
ress 

F
o

llo
w

in
g

 is th
e tex

t o
f 

P
resident N

ixon's announce-
m

en
t y

esterd
ay

 co
n
cern

in
g
 

the W
atergate affair: 
h
av

e tw
o
 an

n
o
u
n
ce-

m
en

ts to
 m

ak
e. B

ecau
se o

f 
th

e
ir te

c
h
n
ic

a
l n

a
tu

re
, I 

sh
all read

 b
o
th

 o
f th

e an
-

n
o

u
n

cem
en

ts to
 th

e m
em

-
bers of the press corps. 

T
h

e first an
n

o
u

n
cem

en
t 

relates to the appearance of 
W

hite H
ouse people before 

the S
enate select com

m
ittee, 

b
etter k

n
o

w
n

 as th
e E

rv
in

 
com

m
ittee. 

F
o
r sev

eral w
eek

s, S
en

. 
E

rv
in

 an
d
 S

en
. B

ak
er an

d
 

th
eir co

u
n

sel h
av

e b
een

 in
 

co
n
tact w

ith
 W

h
ite H

o
u
se 

rep
resen

tativ
es Jo

h
n
 E

h
rl-

ich
m

an
 an

d
 L

eo
n

ard
 G

ar-
m

ent. T
hey have been talk-

in
g
 a

b
o
u
t g

ro
u
n
d
 ru

le
s 

w
h
ich

 w
o
u
ld

 p
reserv

e th
e 

sep
aratio

n
 o

f p
o

w
ers w

ith
-

out suppressing the fact. 
I b

eliev
e n

o
w

 an
 ag

ree-
m

e
n

t h
a
s b

e
e
n

 re
a
c
h

e
d

 
w

hich is satisfactory to both 
sides. 	

T
he 	

com
m

ittee 
ground rules as adopted to-
tally

 p
reserv

e th
e d

o
ctrin

e 
o

f sep
aratio

n
 o

f p
o

w
ers. 

T
h

ey
 p

ro
v

id
e th

at th
e ap

-
pearance by a w

itness m
ay, 

in
 th

e first in
stan

ce, h
e in

 
executive session, if appro-
priate. 

S
eco

n
d
, ex

ecu
tiv

e p
riv

i-
leg

e is ex
p
ressly

 reserv
ed

  

an
d
 m

ay
 b

e asserted
 d

u
r-

in
g
 th

e co
u
rse o

f th
e q

u
es-

tioning as to any questions. 
N

ow
, m

uch has been m
ade 

o
f th

e issu
e as to

 w
h
eth

er 
the proceedings could be tel-
e
v
ise

d
, T

o
 m

e
, th

is h
a
s 

n
ev

er b
een

 a cen
tral issu

e, 
especially if the separation 
of pow

ers problem
 is other-

w
ise solved, as I now

 think 
it is. 

A
ll m

em
bers of the W

hite 
H

ouse staff w
ill appear vol-

untarily w
hen requested by 

th
e co

m
m

ittee. T
h
ey

 w
ill 

testify
 u

n
d

er o
ath

 an
d

 th
ey

 
w

ill answ
er fully all proper 

questions. 
I sh

o
u
ld

 p
o
in

t o
u
t th

at 
this arrangem

ent is one that 
co

v
ers th

is h
earin

g
 o

n
ly

 in
 

w
hich w

rongdoing has been 
ch

arg
ed

. T
h

is k
in

d
 o

f ar-
rangem

ent, of course, w
ould 

not apply to other hearings. 
E

ach of them
 w

ill be consid-
ered on its m

erits. 
M

y second announcem
ent 

concerns the W
atergate case 

directly. 
O

n
 M

arch
 2

1
, as a resu

lt 
o

f serio
u

s ch
arg

es w
h

ich
 

cam
e to m

y attention, som
e 

o
f w

h
ich

 w
ere p

u
b
licly

 re-
p
o
rted

, I b
eg

an
 in

ten
siv

e 
n
e
w

 In
q
u
irie

s in
to

 th
is 

w
hole m

atter. 
L

ast S
u
n

d
ay

 aftern
o

o
n

, 
th

e A
tto

rn
ey

 G
en

eral, A
s- 

sistan
t A

tto
rn

ey
 G

en
eral 

P
e
te

rse
n
 a

n
d
 I m

e
t a

t 
le

n
g
th

 in
 th

e
 E

O
B

 
(E

xecutive O
ffice B

uilding) 
to

 rev
iew

 th
e facts w

h
ich

 
had com

e to m
e in m

y inves-
tig

atio
n

 an
d

 also
 to

 rev
iew

 
th

e p
ro

g
ress o

f th
e D

ep
art-

m
en

t o
f Ju

stice In
v

esitg
a-

tion. 
I can

 rep
o

rt tO
d

ay
 th

ai 
th

ere h
av

e b
een

 m
ajo

r d
e-

velopm
ents in the case con-

cern
in

g
 w

h
ich

 it w
o
u
ld

 b
e 

im
p

ro
p

er to
 b

e m
o

re sp
e-

cific now
, except to say that 

real progress has been m
ade 

in finding the truth. 
If any person in the exec-

u
tiv

e b
ran

ch
 o

r in
 th

e g
o
v
-

ern
m

en
t is in

d
icted

 b
y
 th

e 
g
ran

d
 ju

ry
, m

y
 p

o
licy

 w
ill 

be to im
m

ediately suspend 
h
im

. If h
e is co

n
v
icted

, h
e 

w
ill, of course, be autom

ati-
cally discharged. 

I h
av

e ex
p

ressed
 to

 th
e 

ap
p
ro

p
riate au

th
o
rities m

y
 

view
s that no individual hold-

in
g

, in
 th

e p
ast o

r at p
res-

ent, a position of m
ajor im

-
portance In the adm

inistra-
tion should be given im

m
u-

nity from
 prosecution. 

T
h

e
 ju

d
ic

a
l p

ro
c
e
ss is 

m
oving ahead as it should; 

an
d
 I sh

all aid
 it in

 all ap
-

propriate w
ays and have so 

in
fo

rm
ed

 th
e ap

p
ro

p
riate 

authorities. 

A
s I have said before and 

I have said throughout this 
en

tire m
atter, all g

o
v

ern
-

m
en

t em
p

lo
y

es an
d

 esp
e-

cially W
hite H

ouse staff em
- 

p
lo

y
ees are ex

p
ected

 fu
lly

 
to cooperate in this m

atter, 
I condem

n any attem
pts to 

co
v
er u

p
 in

 th
is case, n

o
 

m
atter w

ho is involved. 

A
ssociated P

ress 

S
en. S

am
 J. E

rvine w
ill chair the W

atergate hearings. 


