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Wasliln4tos Past 5tv.I! Writer 	 . I CIA 

KEY BISCAYNE, Fla., March 8---President Nixon!fa;'  
denied today (hat White House counsel JOItti Dean III! st l'i  

1 	i had any prior knowledge of the Watergate hugging al-1dt ' , 41 
 

said he had "absolute and total confidence" in Dean. 	C:.Ir! 
The President telephoned Deon th!-. ,. ,— ;.- ...- 

office iii 1;67 Biscayne to disc.a"-  
Tix...:-• tcp,24... 1.,.:.e i)c,--=ri anrt - 
former ' r.t eal,.:Rfilira asF:istarn. 
Jeb. Stuart Magruder bed !Mt ' ' 
ranee knowledge of th.s. bug- 
ging of Democra.ic bearlioar. 
tern. 

Following the conversation, 
W hite House press serretcrtsy  
Ilonghi L. Ziegler ''flatly de- 
nied ' that . .t)c:t.0 had prim 
knowledge of the bt.4.gIng. 

"The Predident has ,. trou-!  
plete eonfittence 'hi Mr, Dr az 
and wanted me again here tb_ts

i
-1 

morning to public!): tuqrsa 
President Nixon's absr,111:t4. 
and total co att.tasez is Ult.i' 
lean in..tbh tewrd:P nver.  aid. 	' 	 • .^,-. I 

Ziegler issued no striMt-1 
tatement about Mago,kr !.t 
ailed attettuon to • ' ' 	v  

i 4, 2 prl& dohltal . 41 ..j• *a' • '. 
serge. .Throughtitit 'the *iti . 
its affair, Ziegler hAai 10Kited i 
s comments to the allegetil .: 
volvement of Whitt 'Flotslei 
tff members and he said to- 
v I tint responding -  to thtti 
irge about Magruder VMS, t 
It relevant to this partleularl 
'turn." 
'agruder served as ft dep-
thrector or the Committee 
the Ile-Eleellou of the 

*lent during Mr. Ni:mes 
oaign. 	 } 
le Los Angeles Times re-I 
.,.d Sunday that convicted! 
•rgate conspirator James 
'cCord Jr. told Senate in-
;ators that both Deal! 
Magruder bad prior 

?edge' of the bugging. Zie-
called the accusation 
extraordinary" and said 
prompted the tolephone 
tom tho Prez,ident to 

di 
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Ziegler also criticized a 
"hastily-called" press confer-
ence conducted Sunday after-
noon by Samuel Dash, counsel 
for the Senate select commit-
tee investigating the Water-
gate charges. 

"I would suggest that that 
would not appear to me to be 
an orderly and judicious me-
thod of procedure," Ziegler 
said. 

Dash declined at the press 
conference to discuss the sub-
stance of the discussions he 
had held with McCord. But he 
said that McCord and "named 
names" and was supplying the 
committee with a "full and 
honest account" of the Water-
gate conspiracy. 

The administration had 
promised to cooperate with 
the committee, which is 
headed by Sen. Sam J. Ervin 
Jr. (D-N.C.). Ten days ago the 
White House backed down 
slightly from its original in-
sistence that only Ervin and 
Sen. Howard Baker (R-Tenn.), 
the committee's ranking mi-
nority member, could inspect 
FBI files on the Watergate. 

At Ervin's insistence, Attor-
ney General Richard Klein-
dienat agreed to allow inspec-
tion of the files by Dash and 
minority counsel Fred Thomp-
son while continuing to refuse 
access to any senators except 
Ervin and Baker. 

Several senators on both 
sides of the aisle, however, 
have continued to insist that 
Dean be made available for 
questioning. The Republican 
leadership has quietly passed 
the word to the White House 
that it would be advisable for 
Dean to testify before the Er-
vin committee. 

The President, citing the 
doctrine of "executive privi-
lege," has up to now refused. 

Ziegler disclosed today that 
Dean had telephoned acting 
FBI Director L. Patrick Gray 
III "four or five minutes after 
the story ran on the wires" in 
which Gray concurred with an 
observation by Senate Major- 
ity Whip Robert Byrd (D-
W. Va. that Dean had lied to 
the FBI during its investiga- 
tion of the Watergate incident. 

Gray's comment came while 
he was testifying at his confir- 
mation hearings before the 
Senate Judiciary Committee. 

Ziegler said that Dean, who 
denied the charge, had asked 
Gray to "correct the record 
with the facts" but that Gray 
had not done so. At the time 
of Byrd's charge Ziegler de-
scribed the accusation as 
"reprehensible, unfortunate, 
unfair and incorrect" and he 
was asked today whether the 
same description could cor-
rectly be applied to Gray's 
agreement. 

"Our references in this par-
ticular matter went to the 
statements that were made in 
the committee," Ziegler said. 
"We support Mr. Gray. Mr. 
Gray is our nominee, the Pres-
ident supports him fully but 
we do not associate ourselves 
with any statement that sug-
gests that Mt Dean probably 
lied in that instance." 

The matter about which 
Dean purportedly lied con-
cerns the existence of a White 
House office used by E. How-
ard Hunt Jr., a former consult- 
ant who worked under presi- 
dential aide Charles Colson 
and who has subsequently 
been convicted of participa-
tion in the bugging of the 
Watergate. 

Byrd said that Dean lied to 
FBI agents when he told them 
that Hunt did not have a 
White House office. Dean's 
version of the incident, one re-
peated by Ziegler today, is 
that FBI agents asked him if 
they could see Hunt's office, 
not if he had an office in the 
White House. 

Did they ever get to see the 
office, Ziegler was asked. 

"I don't know," the press 
secretary replied, 


