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Excerpts from Naéxon news conference

the vetes.
Now Mr. Mellenhoff.

Contraversy Over Gray
¥

Q. Mr. President, Mr. Gray hus beeen

up before the Senate Judiciary Com-
mitiee, and he has been under attack
for political speeches in 1972, and there

is a controversy about those that are

or are not political speeches. I wonder
if you have looked at those, whether
vou have a view on that, and it seemed
to me the most vulnerable point was

4 memo from Patrick O'Donnell from - |

the White House that was distributed
to all the surrogates for the President
that went to Pat Gray on the Cleveland
situation, and it involved a setting out
of how crucial Ohio was in the cam-
nalgn in 1972, and I wonder if you felt
that was a breach of your instructions
relative to the politics of Pat.Gray,
and whether you had investigated this,
A. Well, Mr. Mollenhoff, that.is a
very. proper question. I mean [ would
not suggest questions are improp-
er, but it is a very proper question
because whea 1 appointed Mr. Gray, as
you remember, I'said I was not going
to send his name last year becanse I
felt that we should wait until we got
past the -political campaign so that the
Senate could consider it in a nonpoliti-
cal and nonpartisan stmosphere, and the
Senate Is now doing that, !
ugs fu;hu Mr. Gray is ct:nmned—
and not the individual, but the:
of the F.B.Lﬁ : h&lmm
wag before’ a partisan:
He should mot be nvolved in Making
political statements and that dogs not

i

mean, if we look at Mr, Hoover's
that ‘he-will not say some ‘tHat
will -not sound

tical at times, buy
oK A
volved in> poli 1

a candidate, ing & !

Mr, Gray, on the basis of what I have
seen, had no intention of doing so, If
there was anything indicating dur-
ing the campaign that we were 4

to enlist him in that it certainly didn't
have my support and would not Hhve
it now. _
‘ I would also say, too, that the current
Senate inves n or hearing, I should
say, of Mr. Gray, is altogether proper.
They should ask him all these questions,
I want the people of this country to have
confidence in the director of the F.B.L
I had confidence in him when 1 _nomi.
nated him.

I believe that the Senate will find,
based on his récord since he was nomi-
nated, that he has been fair, he has
heen efficient and that he will be a
good, shall we say, lawman in the tra-
dition of J. Edgar Hoover and I am sure
that the Senate will overwhelmingly
approve him,

10. F.B.L and Mrs. Mitchell

Q. Mr. President, do you think it i3
fair and efficient for Mr. Gray and the
F.B.L not to question Mrs, Mitchell when
they think there was cause to becausa
her husband was 2 former Attome
Ceneral and campaign official of yours?

A. With regard to other questions an
Mr. Gray, it has always heen niy nrac
tice, as you ladies and zentlemen kn
not to commant on a hearing whils
in process. This is & matier s was
brought up in the hearing.
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whether it is this hearing or any athe:

ey

ag, 1 will not comment on a hearing

| tand

NO,'I do net think that rent .

asgwer. I think the any,
‘rents is prodtuction ot

Pusing which b ['deal with it. /|

_17. Watergate Implications

Q-"Mr. Presideft, now that the Water-
gate case is ovef, the trial is over, can
you give us your view on the verdict
and what implications you see in the
verdict on public confidence in the po-
litical system? !

A. No, it would not be proper for me
to comment on the case when it 1n
only is not over, hut particglarly wha
it is also on appeal.

I will simply sav with regard to (e
Watergate case what [ have said prs-
viously that the investigation conducted
by Mr. Dean, tha White House courel,
in which, incidentiaily, he had access
*» the F.B.I. pecords on this particular
maiier because I directed him to ~on-
duct this ~vestigation, indicates that no
one on the White House staff, at the
time he conducted the investigation—
that was [ast July end August—was
involved or had knowisdge of the
Watergate matter and, es lar as the
balance of the case is concer-ad, it is
now under investigation by » Congras-
sional committee and that ¢ mmittee

should g0 forward, condurt itg ,vvecti.
gaton in an even-handed s Buing
into charges made against botn candi-
dates, both political parties, and if it
dqes. as Senator Ervin has indicated it
will, we will, of course coeperate with
th_e committee just as we. conperated
with the grand jury.
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18. Executive Privilege

Q. Mr. President, yesteriay 3+ ¢
Gray hearings, Senator Tunney sug-
gested he might ask the committes to
ask for John Deen fo appear hefors that
hearing to talk about the Watergate
case and the F.B.I-White 'Inuse reia-
tionship, Would you object o that?
A. Of course. '

Q. Why? A. Well, because 't in exery:-
tive privilege. I mean you can'i~1, of
course—no President could sver sg-e
to allow the counsel to the Pres: ent ¢
8o down and testify before a carimittoe,

On the other hand, as far .5 21y
committee of the Congress is concorned,
where information is requested ‘hat 4
member of the White House staff may

have, we will make arrangements to

provide that information, but members
of the White House staff, in thnt posi-
tion at least, cannot be brought before a
Congressional committee in a formal
hearing for testimoney, I stand on the
same position every President has
stood on. f

- Q. Thank you, Mr. President,

Q. Mr. President, on that particular
point, if #he counsel was invoived—
A. He also gets two. i

Q. If the counsel was involved in an
illegal or improper act and the prima

~facie case came to light, then would

you change the rules relative to th
White House counsel?

A. I do not expect that to hapoen and
it it should happen I would Have to
answer that question at that point.

Let me say, too, that I kndw that
since you are on your feet, Clark, that
vou had asked about the etecutive
privilege statement and we wil! have
that ‘available toward the end of next
week or the first of the following week,
for sure, because obviously the Ervin
committee is interested in that state-
ment and that will answer, 1 think some
of the questions with regard to how

information can be obtained from a’

member-of the White House staff, but
cunsistent with executive privilege.
Q. Thank you again,

e



