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7 am sure that If the member:,  
Senate feel that that was an 
activity in his part, they will quo., 
him about it and he will answer it t. 
whether it is this hearing or say Wm, 
hearing, I will not comment on a hearing 

- 	ig is in process. 
to Mr. Mollenhott /stew 

pripeipio. Your question goes to a 
matter- that the committee has a mil 
to look intnand the answer should cNot 
from the coonetttee. 

IL Crisis In the Sudan 
Q. Mr. President, we have a crisis, of 

eourse, in the Sudan where the " 
States ambassador is been,  '- 
and one of the rano- 
Strhan Surhp- 
If you 1, - 
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Now Mr. Mollenheff. 

Conf rove rsy Over Gray 
Q. Mr. President. Mr. Gray has beeen 

up before the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee. and he has been under attack 
for political speeches in 1972, and there 
ie a controversy about those that are 
or are not political speeches. 1 wonder 
if you have looked at those, whether 
you have a view on that, and it seemed 
to me the most vulnerable point was 
a memo from Patrick O'Donnell from 
:he White House that was distributed 
to all the surrogates for the President 
that went to Pat Gray on the Cleveland 
situation, and it involved a setting out 
of how crucial Ohio was in the cam-
paign in 1972, and I wonder if you felt 
that was a breach of your instructions 
relative to the politics of Pat ..Gray, 
and whether you had investigated this. 

A. Well, Mr. Mollenhoff, that is a 
very proper question. I mean I would 
not suggest other questions are improp-
er, but it is a very proper question 
because when I appointed Mr. Gray, as 
you remember, I said I was not going 
to send his name last year because I 
felt that we should wait until we got 
past the political campaign so that the 
Senate could consider it in a nonpoliti-
cal and nonpartisan atmosphere, and the 
Senate is now doing that, 

As far as Mr. Gray is concerned—
and not the intlividtine but the director 
of the F.B.I.—hi mest,be,. as Mr. Meyer 
was before' him, • nonpartisan figure. 
He should not be involved in Making 
political statements and that does not 
mean, if we look at Mr. Hoover's record, 
that he will not say some Minitel that 
will not sound political at times. but 
it means that he must not become in-
volved in -:partisan politics, supporting 
a candidate, opposing a candidate, and 
Mr, Gray, on the basis of what I have 
seen, had no intention of doing so. If 
there was anything indicating that dur-
ing the campaign that we were trying 
to enlist him In that it certainly didn't 
have my support and would not have 
it now, 	• 

I would also my, too, that the current 
Senate investigation or hearing. I should 
say, of Mr. Gray, is altogether proper. 
They should ask him all these questions. 
I want the people of this country to have 
confidence in the director of the F.B.I. 
I had confidence in him when 1 nomi-
nated him. 

I believe that the Senate will find, 
based on his record since he was nomi-
nated, that he has been fair, he has 
been efficient and that he will be a 
good, shall we say, lawman in the tra-
dition of J. Edgar Hoover and I am sure 
'hat the Senate will overwhelmingly 
a nprove him. 

!O. F.B.I. and Mrs. Mitchell 
O. Mr. President, do you think it is 

fair and efficient for Mr. Gray and the 
F.B.L not to question Mrs, Mitchell when 
l'iey think there was mire to be.cait 
;ter husband was a former Ate 
General and campaign official of yen 

A. With regard to other questions 
Mr Grey, it has always h. 
Lice, as you ladies and gent!.  see, 
not to comment on a hearing whsle :s 
in process. This is a matter 	wa' 
brought up in the hearing. 

NO, I do not think that rent 
is the right answer. I think the ans. 
to the problem ea rents is production of 
housing which trill deal with It. 

17, Watergate Implications 
Q. Mr. President. now that the Water-

gate case is overt the trial is over, can 
you give us your, view on the verdict 
and what implicittons you see in the 
verdict on public confidence in the po-
litical system? 

A. No, it would rot he proper for are. 
to comment on the case when it 7 o 
only is not over, but parumrlarly 
it is also on appeal 

I will simply say with regard to tee 
Watergate case what I have said pre- 
viously that the investigation conducted 
by Mr. Dean, the White House coursd, 
in which, incidentially, he had acrees 
t^ the F.B.I. records on this particular 
rna:teP because I dimmed him to eon-
duct this *eestigatien. indicates that no 
one on the trete House staff, re the 
time he conducted the investigatean-
that was last July aid August—was 
involved or had know 4Age of the Watergate matter and, es tar as the balance of the case is concesaed, it is 
now under Investigation by • t. snare 

 committee and that c. -Tmuttet should go forward, conduit its ...venni- 
eation in an even-handed ■-v 	goine 
into charges made against bite candi-
dates, both political parties, and if it 
does, as Senator Ervin has indicated it 
will, we will, of course cremerete with 
the committee just as we. aeeperated 
with the grand jury. 

18. Executive Privileg.. 
Q. Mr. President, yeeter 

Gray hearings. Senator Tunnel.' sug-
gested he might ask the committee to 
ask for John Dean to appear enfere that 
hearing to talk about the Watergate 
case and the F.B.I.-White 'b'us.- rela-
tiorehin. Would you object io that? 
A. Of course. 

Q. Why? A. Well, because et is execu-
tive privilege. I mean you cane—I. of 
course—no President could .‘Pe 
to allow the counsel to the Press .ent 
go down and testify before a cmemittere 

On the other hand, as far a; Bey 
committee of the Congress is cennerned, 
where information is requested :hat a 
member of the White House staff may 
have, we will make arrangements to 
provide that information, but members 
of the White House staff, in tent posi-
tion at least, cannot be brought before a 
Congressional committee in a formal 
hearing for testimoney. I stand on the 
same position every President has 
stood on. 

Q. Thank you. Mr. President. 
Q. Mr. President, on that particular 

point, if the counsel was invo;ved-
A. He also gets two. 

Q. If the counsel was involved ;n an 
Illegal or improper act and the prune 
facie case came to light, then -You'd 
you change the rules relative to the 
White House counsel? 

A. I do not expect that to happen and 
if it should happen I would Have to 
answer that question at that poet. 

Let me say, too, that I know that 
since you are on your feet, Clark, that 
you had asked about the etecutive 
privilege statement and we weal have 
that available toward the end of next 
week or the first of the following week, 
for sute, because obviously the Ervin 
committee is interested in that state-
ment and that will answer, I think_ some 
of the questions with regard to how 
information can be obtained from a 
member -of the White House staff, but 
Lonsistent with executive privilege. 

Q Thank you again. 


