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| pretation of 'what: T said and
| placed totally out of context.”

Reporter
Confronts

Lie ler .
7
Unltegruapg;mtlonu /

White House Press Secre-.
tary Ronald L. Ziegler and Pu-
litzer 'Prize-winning Treporter
Clark R. Mollenhoff engaged
in a tense confrontation yes-
terday over the accuracy of a
quote Mo]lenhoﬂ attrihuted to
Zieglerlutweek. !

- “T'm_challenging you on a
speciflc point: of accuracy,”

'said « Mollenhoff, - a; former
White House ‘adviser’ who
heads_the Washington' bureau

But ' as" Mollenhoﬂ repeat-

edly. pressed his challan\ge
Ziegler: replied blandly each
trme'.' “T've issued a statement
:and Istand by'it”'
3 ,Mellenhoff in a dl,spatch
last week; ‘quoted Ziegler “as
admifting that funds to fi-
nance the alleged bugging of
Democratic' National Commit-
tee Headquarters at the Wa-
tergate complex in Washington
had come from the CommittEe
for the Re-election of the Pres-
ident.

“There is no queatwn but
that the money came from the
committee,” Mollenhoff
quoted Ziegler as saying.

giegler subsequently issued
'an angry denial in which he
said the atnry was “‘a misinter-

'|edge of any aspéct of this

matter other than what I read
1in ‘the press; therefore I am
not’in a position to make any
statement : whatever on the
‘subject,” . Ziegler: said in -his
statement last week. -~ .

It {vas_ that statement:that |
Zlegl'er ‘refused "to elaborate
‘on. in- his impromptu debate
with Moll-enhoff. yesterday
‘during ' the press. secretary’s

regular mid-day news confer-
ence. .-

Mollenhoft opened by teu-
ing Ziegler, “T want a' confron-
tation out'here where we- have
‘questioned.” ./
witnessen My story has 'been

T After Ziegler replied'that he '
had {ssued a’ statement, Mol-'
‘lenhoff attEmpted “to recon-
struet his- earher private con-
vetsatlon with the press ~eecre-
; “We n.had just gone ovar‘the
'$1,600 that Liddy ‘had :in his
‘posSession;” “sgid Mollenhoff.
“We had juat gune ‘over the.
$3,500 - that ent . for
glectrohie "de At} that

| question but tl’mt;the money

‘came from the eonumttee i f
point vou said’ there .was no
.G’ Gordon’ Liddy: ‘and E.
Huward ‘Hunt, both,:former
‘White Honse émpleyees, ‘have

'héen: mdicted in ‘the Water-

ﬂate bugging incident el
----- - Earlier in the briefmg Zle-
gler: anno\meed that President
Nixon, would- -make a' radio
broadeast -Stinday afternoon
onthe subject of crime. = .
‘In a parting shot,; Mollen-
hoif .asked ' Ziegler, “The
speech Sunday on crime—will

: that include the Watergate?”

“You’ll have a text Sunday !

" “T have ne personal knowl-

: Ziegle: repIied.



