
happen within the re-elec-
tion committee? 

Ziegler: I just have noth-
ing further to say on this 
story ... 

Q. Do you mean that the 
President will have nothing 
to say about the specter of a 
person working in the White 
House implicated in that 
kind of story? 

Ziegler: I have nothing 
further to say to you about 
the story that ran. I have al-
ready referred you to the 
comments that were in-
cluded in the story as pub-
lished ... 

Q. May we film you/deny-
ing these stories or saying 
you have nothing further to 
add to this? 

Ziegler: No. We are under 
normal White House brief-
ing rules, 

been named and prior to 
that Mr. Timmons was 
named by one of the partici-
pants in the case in the re-
ports on the bugging in the 
Watergate. Does the Presi-
dent stand by his statement 
that no one presently em-
ployed -was involved in the 
case? 

Ziegler: Itube2.0 
ctseyzes. 

Q. You are leaving open 
the possibility that the Dean 
investigation did turn up po-
litical sabotage. 

Ziegler: I am not leaving 
anything open. I am just 
telling you I have no further 
statement or comments or 
information to provide you 
on the story that ran in The 
Washington Post this morn-
ing ... 

the information available to 
the President is complete, 
which led him to his pre-
vious statements. 

Q. Has anyone in the 
White House, since publica-
tion of the story in The 
Washington Post, Mr. Dean 
or otherwise, talked to Mr. 
Clawson to find out whether 
this story is true or not, 
whether he did this or did 
not do this? 

Ziegler: I would just con-
clude this by saying, giving 
you my final comment on 
the subject, that Mr. Claw-
son has already issued a 
statement on the subject. 

Q. That is not my ques-
tion. I wondered whether 
anybody at the White House 
checked with him. 

Ziegler: The matter was 
denied by Mr. Clawson and 
that stands on the record. 

Q. Is that a White House 
denial? 

Ziegler: It is a denial by 
the individual involved. 

Q. Is it a denial by the 
White House? 

Ziegler: It is a denial by 
Mr. Clawson and one with 
which I do not disassociate 
myself . . . 

Q. Does the President still 
have confidence in Ken 
Clawson? 

Ziegler: Yes. 

Q. Is the Dean report in 	Q. Did the Dean report go 
writing? 	 into the name or activity or 

Ziegler: I quite frankly 	lack of activity of Mr. Claw- 
cannot tell you. I have not son or Mr. Timmons? 
seen the Dean report my- 	Ziegler: I have not had a 
self, personally. 	 report of the entirety of the 

Q. At the press conference Dean report, so I am unable 
before last in San Clemente to answer that ... 
the President said that the 	Q. As a result of The 
Dean report has shown that 	Washington Post story, has 

. no one presently employed the President asked anyone 
in his administration had 	in the White House, at the 
figured in the Watergate committee or the FBI for 
case. Mr. Clawson, who is any further information of 
presently employed in the any kind? 
administration, has now 	Ziegler: I would say that 
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l' White House Press Secre-
Aat tary Ronald L. Ziegler de-
o A clined in a number of differ-
If. ent ways yesterday to be 
47. drawn into comment on yes-
% terday's Washington Post ft, 
* story alleging White House 
•41i attempts to sabotage the 
. ' Democratic campaign, 

The Post reported, among 
wo other things, that Ken W. 
11( Clawson, deputy director of 
; White House communica-

tions, had told a Post re-
porter that he had fabri-
cated a letter to the editor 

.'of a Manchester, N.H., news-
paper. The letter was con-
sidered damaging to Mus-
ide's campaign. 

t''',- Following are excerpts of 
,, Ziegler's regular 11 a.m. 

rie :1'b ' fing for the White  
*House press corps yester-
*4 . 
7 day: 
1 Q. Did the President's in-
ayestigation of the problem 
•I" surrounding the Watergate 

,turn up the fact that some 
, of 'people on his staff had 

,i,been engaging in political 
;Asabotage? 
i Ziegler: You state as a 
*fact a story that was writ-

ten, but later denied by the 
'.re-election committee. 
.,„. Q. I am not stating any-
:ithing as a fact. I am asking 
Trii the President's investiga-
,i,tion that he said he ordered 

did turn up evidence of po-
.1.1iticaI sabotage. 

. sh ., Ziegler: He has made sev- 
I,P..eral points in the past re- 
•v::garding the Dean investiga-
`: tion. I have nothing more to 
;;add to that .. . 
ft,  Q. Ron, in his comments 
• on John Dean's investiga- 

:-"tion, the President never did 
,touch on the political espio-
a. If nage or sabotage thing that 
.:1-was raised by Bob's ques- 
1 Lion. Can you go into that at 
taell, that aspect? The ques-
;don waS : Did John Dean's 

!investigation turn up any of 
.s 
tthis?  

: Ziegler: I don't have any 

ifu , tther comment on the sub-
k4ect ... 
7 .1 Q. The President has no 

omment on the story? 
Ziegler: I just suggest you 

':•'" address your questions to 

r White House: No Coinatent 
,re-elect committee, as 

,aeOple have already done. 
Q,The re-elect committee, 

.ales ybu have said so many 
limes in the past, does not 
pave the direct contact with 

'`Klein's
the White House that Mr. 

 staff has. As I under- 
‘gand it, we are talking 
*about a man who works for 
Ache President in the Execu-
:eve Office Building. 
": Ziegler: He has already is-
- eued a statement on that, 

4nd I have nothing W'add to 

4T: Q. Sen. McGovern has 
+*niade the point time and 
time again in his speeches 

• that if this happened within 
his election campaign, he 
would be held personally ac- .4,  

* countable for that. Is the 

4,,President not per ()flatly ac-
i countable for thlAgs that 


