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and subsequent microscopic study of relevant #timeues after elaborate 

processing by technicians. One or two months may be required in some cases. 

the country. Within any 

Maryland, where.., the .P.E:cv?1  

regulations de not rppl 

no state, practices . can vary, legally. W: -... 

F:11;° V., 	‘,1400 	r10 c -a -e 3utr,731 

tho srl'oraisd .fiAdteral''pr4op,arty. Priv 

studies evalueat autopsy' praotioes 'in :notse Stated as entirely 5 ng, der • i4 a14. 	-sof,  'I 	 . 	„ , 

Dr. John Nichols, Professor of Frathology at the University of Kansas, 

informs me that *In a few states the laws are quite loose and the c c 
himself can legally do the autopsy even if he in 'a truck driver in 
irrnorance of things medical". Cu the other hand, in Connecticut, 	••• 

legal requirement .that 'the pathologist be c'ert'vfo a I " meaning, by V.- - 

American Board . of Pathology.. As I also learned, 
.
a 

.
:pathologist 

in determination of the :ofivza,-.  of :.dodth from 'natural 'canoes, may be W.. 
, • • 

the required c cope tome tippri he obos fpr, tho ac t iatki aauao of 

crimes of violouse.• •.... 	• 
Itouracalautszxtutratzuk4zinSin  Mon I learned  from. my on local 

officials that getting a definitive. Statement of the State of Nary:Lan-1 

mini-mum autopsy reqUireinante woad•bo:5.upossiblb ar z aninglesr. en 1.1..,7 
1966, I tried the District 	doluMbie;Whielt is under federal contr.:a. 
phone c all to the coroner's Office thisre was quite infOrmative until it 
KLIS clear 'my interest wan. in what would the antOPsY protocol .have 

had it been that of a President? Until that moment • the require vents 

explained with care:In the final analysis the results of the autopsy are no better thzn 
' 	• 	• 

 
the person doing it. 

Suppose aman- 	 •Ppld, :and the r e wore t.,: : 
bullets in his 	 atitr o,5 	init ion wou7::..' 
Include taking his body mart. to :netue..17„Y, trace the Paths of both built t, 
If the ballets ware firod from different Tio ap °liar or by different. peep: ..),; 



Autopsies done in teaching hospitals of medical schools in eases of natural 

death are usually searching'and exhaustive. Most advances in medicine were 
Obtained at the autopsy table. Autopsies also done in such hospitals at 

request of a coroner"who maybe a nonmedical person elected by popular 
vote, are also 0 usually of a high standard. However, medico legal autopsies 
done in less diciplined instituti ns frequently fall short of obtaining all 
ssible evidence to convict the guilty and acquit the innocent. The Naval 

ospital in Bethesda is the pride and joy of the Navy. It should be the capstone 
f American (world) medicine ???? 



otherwise the purpose of the autopsy has not been achived. • 223.  
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thc■ autopsy), 	must 	licb . Eahcat which. bad ,  been fatal 	WhGn 
derelict is shot to death' in tho Dintrict/of • Columbia, this in what 
happens. "Just the other,dar; X:17 t, 	tb.n.;,e /404, boon a cane like 
And I was as atirod0. 	 1,74,„:,;;;"113,,,1,̀.:j.,,ra.,t oh 11:110 	ront 	bullet 

With a bum in th4":Diatriot of CcataMbia, .vhere the President 11; 
this is what happens. With the Proaidont, examined across the bc'...;:r.c. 
line , in a federal hospital. in Raryland,;  with.autopayeurgeons on t • 
federal payroatl, it is what didn't happen-- but should - and soul,: 

Dr. Nichols is making a'studY of tl4e,1cerstedy autopsy. He ,ha -.I: 
nubliehed a "Special. Contribution" in the July 10, 1967, Journ.91 	• 
American 'Medical Association.  Hi.e . earlierrroeoarohee indicate that 
President odid.have A.ddison'a dlicaso, sap adronal doficioncy. His • 
_sleuthing was cazof 	detailed, exter...1.11nz Irmt,.!!4-7ard through re d 

, • annals and newspapera fer..!s.'period 017.-10:tears,: While ho found it 
"noteworthy" there tais no eildenco. this .ailAont .ever handicapped the►
dent, that he despite. it • ,"was ;centinuously:cligagod: in strenuous rental 

• • 	•, a• physical activity.91°1. Dr.."Nichols.alseg folt:.iFvehlod to count that
► autopsy .protocol la .,ouriouslir;i4otiO' 	 d6aoase "as Wel- 

on details of the Pituttary;(oe 	verteWaX-tolumn and sacro-iliac . 
Joints". 

The reader will recall that the President had survived repeat.,-% 
almost-fatal spinal surgery. 

There: is no stigraii aittao4:3f2 t.1',.P.:!511,.qon!e disease, Dr. N1cho1 
eluded, and control over it 	 v.tre: rfec:tly than, 
example, over diabetes. It need never haie'.iiiterefored with his 
nz,  President. 

There can bo 	disarpoeSca, .tiitl4.'Dr.,:411eholsi opinion 
the public is entitlod to 	 the.ir Chief 
and candidates for this....otticezi o .•:. 	 oxplanatiouL • • ; 



".L'-:'arlge silence" in the autopsy is "suppression...by 

officials, or both". There may be dabt about the insp17.AlY 

Suppression but not about the fact of it. 

A number of scientists and Soientific.groups have .commented. 

favorably about the yresidnotts autopsy elcamination and report, its 

spicuous deficioncios and'inidequac,14c,in&tba.;Ixolusion of all non-u:1.- 

personnel from the exasiriation: -!HiCauiefir. IlIch
m
lait of unquestione:1 a  

medical Qualification and is making a study of this yarticular.aut. 

W FO.,1" 	m_. te 

4wipabe,Treserre. The body must be absolutely identified. The protocol on the 
late President does not indicate that he was identifiedll#0 The body must 
be weighed, measured and inspected all over; all orifices must be examined, 

• o.especially„the-vagina,in-the'female. Sketches with measurements must be made 
of any unusual,findings together with color and black-white pictures, These 
photographs shduld be taken by the,  pathologist himself geo•ene,less=verson 

• • 

▪ 

 ■ftVIII-be-subpoenaed for the-defense-to-tangle-up-at-tria14,  They should also 

be developed by the pathologist himself. Entry and exit bullet:holes must 
be 

recorded with precision. The pathologist himself should x-ray the body com-
pletely. The films must be developed and inspected prior to starting the 
autopsy; this may require 15 minutes but knowing the number and position of 
bullets is important as well as broken bones, tips of knife blades, etc. The_;: 
pathologist keeps the film negatives tdmself to use at trial. 	- 

• 40The,remainder_of-the,autopsy_issomewhat.like thq...us1141,1ospital_casa
,, 

Of course, blood must be drawn for.subsequent possible examination for poisons 
• 

'where the deceased wait 	 ..;..,4'ichast,atx times whl iC 	E'. ... 

ably" asleep in 'bed. The acoused eoz?fissod., However, microscop 	$1a ,  

tion:of the heart'revealod death occurred fo.Ur hours prior to 1346otimz,, 

The accused was massed because you cannot kill SEdead Man." 

Nothing likei.thks .waS invoivod1171.*IesideA!A :murder, but r:,e 
V, 	,,  ° 	 p same principles are, .4140 4amzHco 141tiflq`14 t42 Ntaremontis - whtc 7̀  

1 
,,../ 

wf:re not met. When the'exaMination was conducted,: there was a live (.,-- 

to bo'defended in court. After he' in turn, .was murdered, a "rev-4. 

autopsy report, which would not be,subject:to cross-examination fcr 

Was then nothing to.ta1xe to court --was'file4. it was suppressed :-cy 

months and thin only •partly.roldeased with the mass and sensation of 

t 

r1"  

• 
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7"r:lort, which submerged it and denied it the close ecrotin7 

ned. 

is nothing right about this autopsy, nothing, final, 

satTnfies the need for definitive, irrefutable fact. It IL. • 

;,.,•-•!,plete, incompetent, lacking honesty and cbjectivity in it3 

ry :3inclo official us o and misuse that was made of i t, 

-.-preaslor: and continuing, wi th gutting. 

have as a national:record, a final memento of a President„ 

ert ted autopsy report in eviscerated files 	eviscerated 

er 	hirtory. 

extra space • 

unfcr tunately, is not untypical. It is the t ot 	'7Y • 

once 	the • !nvettirratton,, 	f 	.',50c1. records. 
. 4, 	• 

Por this 'President the arcthi.ve is adequately served with • • 

• 
10f3 Elr to a'iginal than carbon copies and Xeroxes of them of uncr, r7.7 

'ie-rif:ration; altered and incomplete docuMents; doctored pictures rel:•- er. 

never properly' introduced into evidence -  (none of the v_' `..51. 

r■:,-!r a s in le one - in accordance with the minimum requirements of 1- 

tho3e that could not be avoided - then only when they could ric 

avoida,1: and unstinted, uninhibited suppression, with each of thc.1.,,  

s nav tng a vested interest in suppression exclusively 0:nrr::vit. 

de-  upon and effectuate it. 

This archival monuxhent'to the President is like the invest;inl... 

:1s rr.urd,rp fcr that, too, was of conspicuous incompletene'ss, 

an-.1 calculated indefiniteness. Essential ixtit witneszes 

7.alled,. their evidence denied thesolution of the 	1 rre 

tans destroyed. Tts destruction we virtually assured by 	- 

:-_-11c:tion and action - in the case d' the pictures, :as PIT.OTORAPTTIC !..;-7 

rr., -....Dzsds and documents with the Commission's own until-then suopre-6.: 

. the case of the lrindmarks vital to photo intelligence. 


