
1/28/70 

Dear Sick (cc Gary), 

John phoned ee from Weshingten about tile hours ago. I wee quite upset during the cenveraation, but I now feel more tranquil tnen I had exilected. It Was 
en incredible call.convereation tnet, were my nerves in better seepe, would nave been difficult. 

Be pretends not to have gottn my next-to-lest letter, the ono before the one I  just sent with e copy of his to Dick for copying for Gary. I will not try and go over tie waole teing. ue pretends that west he - saw in ey work he didn't see there except the picture, which he now says ne would have gotten anyway, beceupe he Would sooner or later have asked for exactly whet I showed him (he ack-nowledges it blew his mind, the!) 'and elaims that in the course of time he'd hove asked for the autopsy authorization again and gotten it. In pretending he tad not gotten this letter, naturally, he was pretendihg to ee unaware of rust he had early written me, in part quoted tack to him. 

Dick, etc has had this hhppen to him, will not bs surprised to knew that John has duplicated my work with the bullet end copyrighted it in his nemet 

This should be enouen to give you a gold idea of west he is up to. Now, having declined collaboration with Dick and me 'ellen we offered it, as he refused to associate me witu his suit and instead is trying to steel my stuff for it, ue is actually offering my materiel to LOOIT in his own name! For pays 

Waite my chief c)rcern is that he will ruin whet ' have been building, I also will not tolerate teas. :;hat he does not know is that I once offered this to LOOK and got turned down. But if they buy from him, I think they'll be hooked for a suit, for I have no doubt I have their refusel n writing, whether or not it specified this materiel. More, I offered PM to Cowles Ptblishing, which also rejected, and whether or not the Burkley stuff' is in taet text or appendix I do not now remember, the bullet business is there. 

By accident, he got the Burkley approval of the Humes burning. And it is always poll:lit:1e he does not remember my filozinc it to him (end mere, which mekes mebelieve he did forget it). e ecu know, I wrote hi-. about tnie it some length. hie eretef-.ds iggorence of tnet. -e muss nave gotten that letter by today. "e said at a littlebefore six teat he- nad jest gotten in. This I really worry about, as Gary :_vows better then Dick, and I certaintly do not want his ego-indulgence to tip off those who do not realize whet 4  have done end, in addition to everyteing else, close the door I've opened. How to make that hulking ego understond this is tne real problem and tnen, of he can understand, to get him to behave both honorably and responsibly. However, if nothing else, we can make a record. It happens that 'very long ago you saw this pert of my work. ld like you both to write him telling him that I have asked you to tell him this clone: that I forced out end use in my autopsy writing the Burkley eperevelmof the burning. I fear that tomorrow he'll blunder into the rest and ruin that also. But this mu& he has end tninks he has discovered America. If you remember, as I would think you do, and muld tell him, givine the approximate times (with Gery a year end a half ego, with Dick almost,e year), then he'll have a little to trouble himself with, for he now claims I didn t snow it to him. I have kept that stuff in a separate file until recently, and you both may recall this or may not. 



I told him the whole story of what the Archives did sith my picture of 
399 on his word that he'd not use it and, believe it or not, he imediately 
started telling me wnat he'd do with it I gave it to him, then end there, asking 
Aim how anyone could ever trust him or his ego if he couldn't remember a ppomise 
while we were still discussing it. But his ego is such he does not realize what this 
does to him. ne so faithfully copied what i had done and showed him that the 
ArEhives thinks taw can get sway with seyine it is the one e have, the one tney 
did for me: Ina letters tray wrote Dick and me, and John's own acknowledgement, 
will ruin him forever in court, and if he doesn't beck of and behave, I  have 
every intention of doing just that. 

Now tort it is over, I do wish I'd taped the conversation. he asked about 
getting together tomorrow and 1 gave him my schedule. I told him when I'll be at the 
medical center, when I should be able to be at Bud's orientine this wife his hotel, 
which is about a block free kixxklair Bud's), told him about when I'd get to Bud's, 
how long I could stay there before having to leave for the Arceives, when my appoint-
ment was , bow long it should take, approximately when I'd get back to Lud's, and 
offered to drive eiM to Betnesda in plenty of time for his speech. lioW myuch more 
can one-do for an  ego-created crook? And I will come as close to keeping this 
schedule as I can. 

get nervous wnen lookeat this stuff now, so e'm reet doing any chedcing. 
however, to be sure of one think, I did check my 1.00Z file, end I did offer LOOK 
my eutipsy work tas end of Dscember 1962. I submitted tee sterile: part of it 9/68. 
They lost it for  fora waile and I nave the letters of apology. I do not know whet the 
law is, but I sure as hell understand want nee p.r. is, and this will be the end of 

professional reputation, if not enouge in itself to establish tnat I: ̂{ 
should have known better. I believe it was in tee surzner of 1968 th..,t a friend 
introduced it to Cowles, and if I didn't include tee does, I did Love and offer 
them. I'm reasonably certain the files will reflect this clearly. 

But here the Archives crookedness is a joy to roe. Imegino their saying 
that the electrostatic copy of raz picture (It do not yet. haVe John's, for they 
haven't fined my order end Dick hasn't sant me a copy) enables teem to identify it 
as the one he directed teen to take: 

But the real problem is not to colnest from  I.02( erstifyieg 6S that would 
be, or to hurt 	richly as he deserves it. The reel problem is to keep him from 

blowing 'meet e  hove been doing, end acre is visere I con use ::alp, for ween whet 
I told hits tonight sinks in end when he reeds want is in tes mail to bin ais ego 
will go crazy. There ore 7.2eay cctner 	I 	 tnio it ,s been in the 
work he saw. Bud sew trr seine stuff. I would not use Vince, but LB did. 2neerd 
:mows it ens I v.culr: not invelve 	 subeit.e: it to I,DJybcy, Ln7e the 
rejection, sne to others. n11 the same file that t  he e toes:thee. I led it down to 
the halleck trial, teen still intact. Bud too; me to the Readers' jigest eith it. 
He brought a nen from the Manchester Union-Loader up and no sew it. I don't now 
think the immediate problem or concern ie.legal. I thi-k it is to keep test bull 
ego from wrecking this decliote chine shop. 

This is pretty sticky, so if you do not went to do enetnine, I'll have no 
hard feelings. e 	slso, detest toe intr!stion it ie ie cast fictive work. But 
I simply must keep him from wrecking whet I are so far succeeding in doing. Dick, I've 
not sent you tea best for a number of reecons,  saiefly cost wad security, but Gary 
hes a duplicate and -sword will see it tomorrow, and others have, includine Bud, who 
says it is tee, ::mst sienificant tiring we eave. Afore, swine, it, I an eencerned about 
tee closing of the door. et is better not to go to court for wrist can be obteAled 
otherwise. 



I asked Joan tonight es I wrote him why cannot he content himself with 
suing for hiw own work, why can he not leave DUNXiIMEM my own work for my suit. Fie 
was without response. I reminded dim of my repeated and unanswered recuests that he 
include me in his suit when 1  had no lawyer, and he again had no response. I remin-
ded him that Dick ene I offered collaboration in the LOOK article, and he again 
had no response. To me, this leaves no doubt about his intentions. 

And, if he uses any of this, it will wreck his suit. I think it may 
not be necessary .foe me to do it, for I think it wil: be seonteneous, once the 
government tumbles to the picture bit that onl a few now know about. Wait until 
that gets to the government lawyers, and his copyrighting of mines 

If we do not meet tomorrow it willbbe beeluoe he so errsnees it. Idy 
schedule wee erronged in advance, for I had to make an archives time specific, 
as the lettere ye's.,eve show, sal I had to see Bud before tnct, novo to tore 
rerishable specimens to the lab before all of it, and am returningto Bud's to pick 
ein /inward. If John is t,here then, 'perhaps he'll listen to Howard, if he can listen 
to anyone, for -.leeward also 	 sdaedule fixed, and his time free, 
for tkessid he - expects to spend only about 10-15 minuteswet_ h  Eeoods, all he has to 
do is be at Bud's when I told him I'll be there or leave wort for ee to pick him up 
athis hotel. If--we • do not meet, l think .I'll have another.olear reading of at 'least 
his subconscipus, .for he nes notninT.;. to .do until his speech. 

Earlier today I solicited your opinions about the met general course I 
propose to follow. I do need them, for i heve en emotionel involvoment, r --ersorel 
feeling, you do rot. Gary, who has a technical foundlno in whet 'hxiety ie and means 
may better understand tact part which is nersonal, detached from tee work, end I tell 
you quite openly I taink if taere were no great jeopardy to thr murk I'd feel much 
the same way for these personal reasons. dt some point we must discipline ourselves, 
or perhaps cleanse ourselves. This -is a third point. This endless thievery must atthp. 
There is ample for all who will do the necessary work. Bud can tell you that when he 
and I were at the Archives together and one of tie files hod a slip sheet in it with 
lifton's name, I asked him not to let me see the pages involved and tnen I declined 
to examine that file at all. I think this is the only course, I try to oractiseit. 
I have more then a million - words that I think arepretty clear evidence of it and • 
the fect that on the few occasions I use tdet of oners, I do credit it and then 
only after I have permission. I think Gary ace seen files where e offered to credit 
others for whet I.  hed discovered end carelessly emit*ed from my nen work when a third 
person celled tLo oversiett to ee at- action. I °leis, not sointcod but sincere effOrt, 
and I think we hove come to the point where we can survive rothih,  else. I'd beat 
stop. I hone trig is sufficiently lucid and not as much worse thee. my usual typing 
as it can be for the condition my nerves were in earlier. By 	-rny, 	his LOOK 
mernscriet is of 1/ rages. And tact he hoe "abused" teem eresueeshly by delaes. 

unless -L have a reasonable word from him within e reosoneble time, not 
until after both of you have time to counsel, I shall write him end tell him I 
intend writing LOCK in full end warning them of my intentions to sue. I have already 
told Aim that if he goes ahead I will...eeenwhile, Bud just returned my call. He • 

- doubts ne'll see Jotn tomorrow ,told aim it looks impossible (without having read 
what I had sent him, which gives you Bud's independantopinioni says he also doubts 
1,002: will use it, whica i do not agree vita, aaya 	tainees the flaws in Joan's 
suit are fatel end that it hos already fallen apart.. Ahich may, eorttes, make sense 
to you of the great time I spent trying to help him when 1 snould have been doing 
other work...1sn't it awful, =pending time tail way, fecine this kind of problem? 


