
B
y D
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ost 

N
ew

sw
orks Joins R

ank of. D
efunct P

apers 
B

y L
aw

rence M
eyer 

W
ashluston P

ost M
an W

riter 

T
he atm

osphere around the N
ew

sw
orks office 

y
esterd

ay
 w

as lik
e th

at in
 th

e h
ead

q
u

arters o
f a 

losing candidate, the day after the election. 
.W

ash
in

g
to

n
's latest altern

ativ
e n

ew
sp

ap
er, 

w
hich first cam

e out last F
ebruary, hit the streets 

yesterday w
ith its 34th and likely its last issue. 

"N
ew

sw
orks is suspending publication w

ith this 
issue," the w

eekly paper said in an announcem
ent 

to its readers. "W
e've run out of m

oney." 
B

u
n

d
les o

f p
ap

ers lay
 ab

o
u

t th
e flo

o
r o

f th
e 

half-deserted house at 2311 18th S
treet N

W
, w

ork-
in

g
 q

u
arters fo

r a staff o
f 2

0
 o

r so
 fu

ll-tim
e an

d
 

10 part-tim
e em

ployees. O
ne staff m

em
ber quiet-

ly
 circu

lated
, ask

in
g
 o

th
ers 

for forw
arding ad-

dresses. 
N

ew
sw

o
rk

s w
as th

e latest, an
d
 p

ro
b
ab

ly
 th

e 
best-looking, in a 

series of abortive 'alternative 
n

ew
sp

ap
er attem

p
ts d

atin
g

 b
ack

 to
 th

e m
id

-
6
0
s. T

h
e F

ree P
ress, th

e Q
u
ick

silv
er T

im
es, th

e 
D

aily R
ag, the W

ashington G
lobe, the C

olonial 
T

im
es and the _W

ashington T
im

es, have all com
e 

and quietly gone. 
N

ew
sw

orks started w
ith financing in excess O

f 

$250,000, according to D
orothy M

cG
hee, publisher 

of the w
eekly paper. T

hat, she said, w
asn't enough 

m
oney to keep the paper going for the estim

ated 
year and a half needed to get N

ew
sw

orks off thn 
g
ro

u
n
d
 an

d
 reach

 th
e b

reak
-ev

en
 p

o
in

t w
h
ere 

' revenues exceed costs. 
A

cco
rd

in
g

 to
 M

cG
h

ee, th
e p

ap
er's circu

latio
n

 
at the end w

as "pushing" 55,000 copies. T
hat fig-

ure included 20,000 sold on new
stands, she said, 

2
5
,0

0
0
 th

at w
ere g

iv
en

 aw
ay

—
m

o
stly

 o
n
 lo

cal,. 
cam

p
u
ses—

an
d
 an

o
th

er 5
,0

0
0
 th

at w
ere m

ailed
 

locally and outside the area. 
O

ther cities, notably B
oston and S

an F
rancisco, 

h
av

e b
een

 ab
le to

 su
stain

 altern
ativ

e p
ap

ers. 
T

here is som
e question here w

hether N
ew

sw
orks 

w
as the w

ave of the future for W
ashington, or a 

brighter-looking, m
ore sophisticated last gasp of 

the radical 60s. 
"W

e th
in

k
 w

h
at w

e'v
e tried

 to
 d

o
 is im

p
o
rtan

t 
to m

ore than just us," N
ew

sw
orks said in its final 

m
essage to its readers. "W

e've provided an alter-
n
ativ

e fo
r read

ers o
f th

e g
en

eratio
n
 th

at is n
o
w

 
3

0
 o

r so
 an

d
 u

n
d

er, th
e g

en
eratio

n
 th

at b
eg

in
s 

w
ith

 th
e p

o
st-w

ar p
o

p
u

latio
n

 b
u

lg
e. T

h
e cu

ltu
re 

is going w
here w

e go because w
e've got the num

- 

bers. B
ut no one really know

s w
hat w

e're about, 
except m

aybe us." 
"

I think this is the first gasp of the second w
ave 

o
f th

ese p
ap

ers," W
illiam

 S
ev

erin
i K

o
w

in
sk

i, 
N

ew
sw

orks' editor, said in. an interview
 yesterday. 

"T
h

is is a v
iab

le p
o

ssib
ility

. M
ay

b
e th

e w
eek

ly
 

fo
rm

at isn
't rig

h
t. M

ay
b

e th
e o

n
e city

 ap
p

ro
ach

 
isn

't rig
h

t . 	
B

u
t w

e k
n

o
w

 th
at w

e m
ad

e a 
connection. E

ven though w
e are older (he is 30, 

p
u

b
lish

er M
cG

h
ee is 3

2
) an

d
 m

o
v

in
g

 in
to

 th
e 

society, there's still som
ething unique about thiS

 
g
e
n
e
ra

tio
n
."

 . 
N

ew
sw

orks w
as tabloid that relied on eye-catch-

ing colorful covers; attractive design, m
uckraking 

reporting and consum
er articles along w

ith m
ovie, 

restaurant and theater review
s to attract readers. 

B
oston w

ith the P
hoenix and the R

eal P
aper—

and S
an F

rancisco—
w

ith the B
erkeley B

arb and 
th

e B
ay

 G
u
ard

ian
—

each
 h

av
e tw

o
 altern

ativ
e 

papers. 
"If B

o
sto

n
 can

 su
p
p
o
rt' at least tw

o
 ex

trem
ely

 
successful alternative papers," M

cG
hee said, "it 

leads one to suspect W
ashington can support at 

least one." S
ee N

E
W

S
 W

O
R

K
S

, B
8, C

ol. 1 

—
f 4 4 —

 7 6 



Newsworks Heading 
For Rank of Defunct 
Weekly Newspapers 

. NEWSWORKS, From 81 

The difference is however, that the alternative 
,p4rers iii. Bostori.and San Francisco got started dur-
itigthe'heyday of the antiwar movement, when -fi-
nancial backing was easier to get and the demand 
for an altersiatiVe product was much clearer. "In the 

60s," McGhee said, "my Gad, there was politics, 
drugs, sex . . . That kind of consciousness doesn't 
xistt Ifiliteextent that It did." 
Still, McGhee sees a market for the more profes-

Ysional, more polished kind of product that News-
works represented.:. She suggested a number of 
terms that might be used to describe ,Newsworks- •
journalism with a point of view, advocacy journal-
ism, left of center, journalism that raises questions. 
The antiwar generation, she said, is "looking for 
journalism like that because they have questions." 

She concedes that finding backing is not easy be-
cause a paper is a "high risk venture." And subscri-
bers take a risk in paying in advance for a new pub-
lication, and "yet that risk IS absolutely essential" to 
getting a new publication started, she said.• 

.Asked how she felt about the Newsworks subscri-
bers who will not receive subsequent issues for 
which they have already paid, McGhee said, "We 
hope they won't be jaundiced by this experience 
and that they'll continue to support the small 
press." 


