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Mr, Les Payne 2/20/76
lewsroom
it

HNewgday
Garden City, N.Y. 115%0

Dear Leg,

If this doesn't reach you befors you leave it will be a reminder for when
you get here, .

1'd been expected a chaotic day on a Playboy consultancy with terrible stories
ou which they had cther provlems. (They don't think that what I consider terrible is.
They were also crazy, lying of all things about the Mafia and in defamatory ways. So I
was able to maks them see that Carlos Marcellec could do much about distribution of
Playboy and they cut 100/% of that! Things like this were the easiest.)

They were to have gone to press today. I'm sure they are still struggling with
galleys. In fact, as of last suppertime I was told the articles editor might fly here
over the weskend with the galleys. S0, I haa to plan to keep myself free for ilnter—
ruptions and 1 planned no writing. Tiey've been silent so I was able to do other things.

This included reading your excellsnt second plece and doing a little thinking,
I was too thred from vhat I'd beoh doing and toqeuphorla about your great performance
and success in Memphis, tooanxious to learn what you'd leamed, to think then,

There is an entirely differeat version of tie Redditt threat & picked up in
2/T1 fron Renfro “ags. ind was he indignant. Those %S#&* niggers, militants (his
use of the word does not necessarily nean Invaders) threatening that honest cop Redditt
80 that he had to rush home to protect his family from these threats.

Now who do you think could have either floated such a rumor or fed it toftays,
who was “nnes' closest thing to an invesiigstor?

Reading your plece reminded me that my friend who was then in Hemphis as a
photographer had other nutes I did not initlally take. “e then, before I could get
back to New Orleans, decided to take his family on a two~year trip to Africa in his
32-foot boat. He regurned and I have some California addresses & couple of years old.
It has been too long to recall with accuracy whether what I got and will let you have
ie Just a handful off the top or a selectionx, I think 1t would be worth the cost of a
fow mllutommdlmhmmdueﬂhemnﬁllfhdthoaeﬂdnsa.hisnwt
Buman being but thenhadtumadquaat—htpm.Sothnmisnouayofknowuguhathadm
with his possessions when he took that trip. However, especially because of what he
had on the shifting of black firemen right before the assassination, I think it would
be worth the cost of a couple of calle. I also think it would be more effecient if I
could do this before you get here. You'll not have enough time anyway.

x I havs tapas that say whe a coupls of his contaots wers. But he has to have
had others. ind he did try to deal with the FEI (stonewall).

Best ']



