HAROLD WEISBERG

7627 Old Receiver Rd.
Frederick, MD 21702

~ 11/5/94
Tony Harro, e ditor
Hewsday
Long Island, NY 11747
Dear Yony,
The head on your CJR review of lews and the Culture of Lyinz, a chapter title you

quote from Weaver's book afd a phrase you quote from -it; suggest I call to your atten-
tion that the chapter title and the phrase applies to Newsday and the head may reflect
a pregudice by you and by tuo Wewsday reporters. Ga /1177‘( M .

In a sense, though, this head is relevant. It is ordinarily and quite indiscrimi-
ngteély used to refer to all who do not agree with the official "solution" to the JFK
assassination. "How a News Btory Lies" is appropriate to a remarka.bl! unquestioning
bit of ®j Wigh-school journalism by Jack Sirica. "Made-for-media-propaganda-action"fitd
wccemld a review by%‘éz%se name I've forgotten to whom a review of what
withont quosticas 4 the sost dutendbily dishillost Bock un ‘the I sssassivation, s is-
tignction not easily achievesf, Gerald Posner's kmowingly mistitled Case Closed, w# whtignels

Please excuse my typing. 1'm 81, am fortunate to be surviving a number of serious
illnesseecs, and I rush because my time is not Jong and I've undertaken a large job, to
perfect the record for our history of this succession of national tragedies thgt began
with the assassination. If you have forgotten my eé=e credentials I am the only one
writing in the field who does not theorii%e. neither conspiracies Jr non- conspiracies.
The Department of Justice ifself told the federal district court in which I'd filed the
first cose under the 1974-emendéfd FOIA- with the legislative history showing that the
amending of the investigatory files exemption is attributed to that case in earlier form—
that 1 know more about the JEE assassination and iIts investigations than anyone working
for the FBI. Copy if lyou want it.

The thrust of my writing, eight published books one being stalled and two others
in manuscript, is that in that time of great crisis and ever sinced then all the insti-
tutions of our society failed. Not that the media has ever thought of or addressed it
that way. One of our basic institutions is the medin. Newsday is part of it. And its
failure to do its Constitutionally vital job ifmm of demoecratic society is to
continue is illustrated by these propaganda efforts to promote without mimimal checking
or ever questigning the to me most disgusting of the overt commercializations and exploit--
ations of those t¥agedies. e

I was writing a lo?g book, Wﬂﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁﬁ% Indu.str}, when Posner's
appeared. He'd spent three days here with his wife.(#8 I have always done with all
viriting in the field; he had unsupervised and unmsﬁgicted acess to all_] have. Lhig

begins with about a quarter of a on s I got by a dozen or more FOIS4 lawsuits
(kI iy Ve Wity el 40" Tiat 1)
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and it includes the unsupervised use of our cépler. After reading his book I saw not

only the most daring crookedness in it, I saw also a means of using it as a skeleton

to flesh out with what did not require my access to all those recosds I let others copy.
I'm feeble, am not albowed to 1ift more than 15 pounds and can't use the stairs to our
basement where all those records are. So because of the incredih:l,e and never once question—
ed ghulations this rotten and disgusting bozﬁ/t and because it is a cheap prosecutiontype
case,I decided to do a book on it instead. of what is critical of Posner and his

book appar:.d, without any advertising or promotion in a badly butchered book,Case Open.
What I li.'l.d that was the defense brief was cut entirely. (If you knoW an interested pubek
lisher, he'd be welcome to it and it will be unpiedcedented in the field and comes 1007
from the official evidence, to which my work is, again,almost 1006 restricted,)

Ihis may sound a bit strong to you so I report that,using his own publisher's
definitions, I refer to Posner as a shyster, as a literary ¥hesf thief and,among other less
than flattering deseriptions, as a man who cannot tell the truth even by accident. And
do I document all of this! The full manuscript, not compietef%spad, has 788 pages. “t
will be a recofd for historys The record inclides the total abdication of all of the
media, all components of it. I do hope that fex—the—Fuburc you will be interested in this
and learn from it for the future because yourpaper did a great amount of harm in deceiv—
ing and misleading the people and in protecting thq:aa in the government who failed so
terribly and persist in doing that.

I've not heard a word from Posner or from Random House or from any lawyer speaking
for them. Not did they male any resﬁonse when my book was used in a lawsuit against thenm,
when it was to. their interest to deny a 40—page affidavit based on book. Hore if
it interestSyou on this. Anchor/Doubleday bought the reprint rights in 1998 and a little
more *thun a month ago it appeared. All that Posneér can say about me in it is that with
Cage Open I got my first commercial publication. It is my fifth original commercial
publication here/and abroad, and he has & 'nd quoted from one, and counting repr;tjmts it
is my 13th commercial publication. Not only did this not respond to a single thing I
wrote in éxposing him as the shyster and fraud he 18 and his book is, it gf)}‘ved all over
again my msaying that he can){l: tell the truth even by accident.

A friend tried to interest your Colford in reviewing my book (which has yet to have
any mention of any kind in any of the media) or in a story on the incredible dishonesty
of ﬁosner's boolk. But for him to do that, as it would be for you now to do an:&hing.
would be to boast we suckered ou¥selves and + do not expect any mea‘c.ulpas- at my

friend'a suggestion I sent Colford a copy of my book and wrote him, I've forgotten what.
IIe did not have to memd respond and he didn't. !

A few illustrations from S:.rica.ﬂ lorification of ‘@ﬁlﬂ;’}ﬁ.t contemptible of literary
vhore’, first repre repeati.ug Pooner's boast of being a "Wakl Street lawyer." ty spent }:



two years of less fregh from law school dding the scut work ofi discovery for the Cravath
firm. That is 1006 of his Wall Street experience! And non-lawyers do that kind of work.

o law degree is vequired, as I know from friends who have done it in major cases. A check
oi"Lexis shows not a single casc Posner ever took to courts ﬁe started a fc‘rm that still
bears his name but he d,‘oes not practise law and thgt firm was never on Wall Street,But
there may be one helluva story in a case in which he screwed his 'cli.enta who vere the
vietine of the greatest abuse in our lifetimes- by Mengeles He has at least four different
vesgions of why he dropped that case, all false, and from# t he had when he abandoned
those children of llengele's victims and some of them who outlived Mengele, is his book,
Hengele. ¥ Checl your computer on the New York law publications, for begin@rs. My copies
nre in the basemebt. * finilfsed that work a year agos

Sirica vas overwhelmed by Posner's obvious lie that he had to index the Warren Com-
rission's 26 volumes to be able to use them. He gave Sirica and Si:r.i.ca. uncritically used,
1,000,000 vords as the amount of index@#ng he had to do. In fact, there are ten times that
many words he claims to have indexed.-But-if onl§ the fractiond, do your reporters have
gy idea how long it would take to make such an index? A.m‘i he claims to have spent, in
various vmjionn, up to only two years working on his book and what else he had to read
and all the tvavelling for those 200 interviews of which he boasts, and some of them are
deniad. Sirica did not ask to see that index, as any alert reporter should have. It is
not poaaible to do that indexing in all the time Po-nr spent on his book, and I doubt it
would met have been visible in most apariments, it wuuld take up so much space.

The basis of Posner's admitted answer to Uliver Stone and his movie is that Oswald
was a born assassin. His book begins with that, Any checking would have disclosed thaf
without exoept:i.on, his sources either did not sgy what he says they said or said under
oath the exact opposite. This refers to what you should find in your morgue, the Com—
mission testimony of Ur. “enatus Hartogs, the shrink who examined Oswald wa & meladjusted
truant of 10. Yowmorgue will show what Posner did not report, that the disreptable
ﬂ-ar'-ohg.ﬁartogs was getting his sex free from his women patients until one of them took
him to c;nurt. She was awgrded $350,000, And if anyone had checked #artogs'uommisiion testi-
money, which Posner does cite in his end notes, it would have beelyobvzﬁous that ﬁartogs
swore to the exact opposite and that Pomner cites the pages on both sides of that page.

This if for openers, as much as I want to take time for, but I hope enough to get you
to Timiing Thinking and can lead you to believe that all sbout the JFK assassinatibel is
not theorizing or dirty tiicks like the one Lane pulled on you in St.l,""ouia. By the way,
Patterson did fbecome a source for me and what I got from the FBI made the Post Dispatch,
to which 1 hgaes gave %a all that, four page-one stories it syndica.ted.

There is aomstlﬁ.ng I do add. Posner almost got the Eulitzar for history last year.
The chairman of the peal panel that recommneded it complained. One paper carried that.




What a seandal that would have been! And what does it say about how non-fiction Puli-
tzeri ar. awarded?

While * knew the odds were against many papers saying mpch about my book after all
they'd said in their raves about Posner, I V-‘g;t sappointed)and by any stan@‘ard it is
the most legitimate news about books, fhat such an intended feaud can be published and
cull be without a single leg;i.t:.mte cri@ml regg of w%%knuw, and I've gqyite a
few, save for on/éart oi(“ (Washington Post = t ost n let him lie in his
respons- it printed without commcnt,

llpe_for wedia propaganda can work, Tony, only if the media 1eta it work.

and for your thinking about the assassination, as other than conspiracy theories,
hag it occu:::‘crad to you that whatever the intent of the assassin or assassins, it is
always a de facto coup d'etat in a society ].'l.lce"lours?

If I may make a suggestion to you as editor, as a learning experience for two
experienced men who were taken in Ly that made®fdr-media~-propaganda, Case Open is a short
book and it is but a fmactiong of whai; = ﬁrote. Agk them to reread what they wrote and
read it.Perhaps next time they'll not be as anmious to sucker themselves,

What Qandon House did was very brazen, but it figured the media right. There was no
peer review, not any legitimate one in any event, and thore wasg no checking at all,

Even the Inquirer ran an editorial Pris—pria praising Posner for going to all the
trouble and ejpense of hiring Faihire Malysis to do the so-called scientific work for
Idim, That was part of “mahis cr:i.bbi.ng After I exposed it he made a half-assed acknowledge—
ment w in his ® reprint. i

There is enly one way in which the media can avoid being suckered and that id to
do itcitraditional Jjob in the traditional way, not ever casting itself in the flack role.

$ ”est vwishes, 4 p],jpasa remember
‘me to- g
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érold Weisberg



