9/21/74

Daar Johx,

I should have made and sert you a carbon of a letter I wrote walsh at Roliing
Stone early this weck. Sorry I forgot. 1 mentione: you in it, li may or may not speak
to you,

What heprened 13 that one I'd trusted decided to do an article on the basis of
Ry new bouk, He made not one but four simultaneous submissiong. I learned of it just
aa I was loaving town last Bwkthoex week, (A rich man who systematically guffers
" social conccienca wanted to tallk to me about Ford but decided against 1t by the time
1 ro.ched him.)I wrdte this younger former friemd a scorching letter and gave it to
- By friend and colleague in thiz new book when we met at the airport to work for about
an hour in the Ray case. He then got in touch #ith the other gy, vwho wrote letters
withdrawing the submisaion. But he wrote only three letiers, my colleague noted.So,
because one of the four subsiasions was to Rolling Stone and Walsh had not regsponded to
Ry answer to his letter responding to mime on the irresponsibility of his planned think
#iece on theorien of the assasainations, I reminded him that the first approach of any
kind I had made was through you to them. You will remember You told me you got mo vhere.

There really are a mumber of major stories in this new worke 4n of day before
yesterday a TV met is agomizing over ome, which they haven't told me and I don't really
cara. They asked me for proof of something I mention casually and, under the circumstances,
you can understand I tell you in conridencet ny relations with the late Senator Russell
and his disagreement with a major part of the Warren “opgrt. (If you are too youbg, he
was one of the seven Commissioners.) Thia intereat, this one request for proof mot pub-
lished in the work, cem be trivial or significant, I dou't know whiche. But the TV mut
attention to the content can be a major breakthrough for us as well as financial sal-

vation on the book. Ve had to borrow to print, besides Yhe uot inconsiderable costs
srior to the printer. I have ulao made a single print-nedia approach and I can hear for
a coupls of wockss In fact, I don’t yet have a book to send. 1'll explainet is almo
why you. don t have a copy inm confidence.

The printer's paper source is on strike. He had to get a special ohipment from
out of town, which ran our costs up something Jike another 10/, Then he shot the ROZRw
toves too large, which I diacovered in chscidng the tkues. This cost him heavily for
he had to reshoot the entire job and then restrip. So, inatead of making a new get
of blues for me to check, ho went ahead and rpinted. Well, he had a page upside down
in one nig and four out of order in another. He thus wested 2/7 of the entire papexr
coat and had thess two eigns ti reprint. As X of dry mefore yestefday his neu paper
had mot coms. The TV aot is working from a xerox. And I can't afford another mwerox. I
have the one fron which we indexed,

8o, ce often huppems, I have to waste time sort of in the role of firemsn, in
this case to prevent what I take to be an uncontrolled ego doing an uncomscionable thing,
I fecl sorry for the fellow who did it because when he was personally confromted with a
whole string of fictions he had fabricated in order to Justify to himself what he had
done he was considerably embarras:ed. He is not by nature s orock mor irresponsible.

This is another asmect of the Yard jian gynérome, With Y 4g may bs worse, In thig
oase, while the fellow told hinself otherwise, ho had a craving for attention.

As you kanow, books m‘?&lde& gy hand, so ve can’t pay for press time to have a

couple of defsctivo books folded sc we can have a {ew to work with,

Wayne Chastain phoned me right after I returned. We had a long telke As I told you,
I like Wayne. I do not think his thesls on the King assaasination is tenable even through
in 2/71 I did have reasom to boliev: that tho real Youngblood wae i Memphis at that time,
There nced be nothing unusual about this. What I'm going into this for is to try to help you
apin fewer wheelse, There is an easy test you can make in your own mind, If you vere part



of an assassination plot would yon kake youself conspicuous in the area in which it was
to be com.itted? If you were part of a plot, would you have a msn in the scene who
had no function in it but could be recognized?

Apply the same teet to Vealey Plasa. Sprague’s and Garrison's approach, The
Yazijisn fioctions based on realities that are irrelevamt to the fictioms and jauzed
up with vhsuels that are not related to anutidng he claims,

Livingston has finally mromiged me he will shut upe I hope he does.

The last insanity of his I received is something called "Confidential Flach,"
the picce aigned Val Howard, srobahly a nswe uned instesd of one that could be damaged
by appeerance in such a rag.

This whole orasy/stupdd livingston thing has beem very hurtful and comes at a
time when there is much serious work to be dono, of which hw has done moun; and when
the needs of the siniater forces are great, so that they go i3 for this Idnd of stuff,
Meanvhile, ho was so witterly luconsetent cbout it that we can ¢ get from hiu o live
clue to the source of the Yopartucnt of Diginformstion. Whether it is official or
other.

Each element of the press has its own standard of “objectivity." If a qhotable
source asys something it wants to print it become objective to quote, no matter how
inherchtly dnoredible it may be.

The net result is that people are misinformed.
Can any reality live up to the Yazijian manufactures?

ALl the stuff you got from “ivingston was rubbish. For whataver my opinion is
worht, the timo and money you spent on it were worse than wasted. And your audience is
_ worse ofl’ for ite You ars young and will Jearn frow your owmn uvxperlonces, Hut pleose
try to loayn the nost difficuli thing of all o3 socon as you can® be your own devil's
alvooates You can't really affomi these wastes, in time you will not be proud of the
time and Judgemont, and with the tino and money you might have given your audience what
it did nesd to imow,

Lat me warn you about ancther ome of thess nut capers you cam expeot. I last heard
that the N.O. coroner was upnet that Clay Shaw as buried without an autopsy. You can be
your own devil's advocate on this by determining of he exhumed and performed an autipsye
Byaccident I was able %o do some chacicing. t says that Shaw was in terwinal cancer for
a yesr the last aix months of which he had a medical atudent ldving with him, The report
of the mysterious ambulance the day before can't be found and won't respond to apneala
to roport{ 1t was an anonymous calle The part ® fear is that this cancer also reached
his brain, which ia what happened to Ruby. Can't you imagine what the nute cam do with
that? But it does happem in real life and there really was mo remson o kili Shaw anyway,
What he was charged with was inherently incredible, so it will be alleged that In his
dying moments he was about to confess to it.

I oue you the spology for not sending you a carbon of my letter to Walsh. The
reat of this s a 1i%ile time I tulee bofore breakfast in an effort %o help you be a
batter reportor. In tino you will come to undurstand that all this crap appearing alnost
withott excoption in all the alternative media is the most effective service to the
Department of' Disninformation, a service so thorough it iu bsyond thuy capacity to buy.
This doos not mean that they ray not figurs in it. I've no proof and no reason to believe
thay dbe 411l that copcerns @2 is the results One'is to destroy ell credibility, inother
ia to make truth unacceptable, unidentifisble. Another is to reduce the 1little chance that
the major modia, which has bech reached, will pay any attenmtion to vhat is solid, Ard ths
sajor media is dhe moans by which mest people ar reuched. Including those who do have
influsnce. I've lived with this long, Jone I hope you will bolicvomm me. )

dnother apology for the haate and the typos. Sincerely,



