Dear Jon, 9/4/4

Widie in ths Zerox a frisnd aeat 1t appears that wio wtories ars both from the
Burkeley Barb 8/16-22, perhaps your piece published umder the hsad "Ford's View of
Kennedy's Duath” is from another mource, Part oa it interest ne.

First the other piece, by Steve Long sbout ome Harvey Yaszijism.

Taiz is frightful atuff typieal of rrightful people .ho are comuercializing this
thing and abusing the curremt college gunsratiom as kes never besn done before. Tt is
tarrible stuff, namufactured for s narket tuat is belng bled, Those guys must be raikiag
in real loote I thimk because they are mo utterly imdiffesremt to what they say and
because tasy geen %o stay so busy making theso kiads of pitches for whet 4 k.ard is
$800 sach there just might be a story im it. It is a terribie amd deliberate exploitation,
I know bacause thin same Yazijism omce phored me prior to e makipg of U of Md. Fpescs
and I deatroyed hls whole ainse to Rhim in a two-hour comversatiox. 'ilw thanked me
profusely for setting himg atraight ani thwn prooweded to nake «cicely same ppeuch
he always nakns, as I was told by ome im the zudisace, '

Later I zot a olipping from enother Yhicagn-wirva sppesrsmce. Sume swill.

Sows of this improvisation Za besed or a coriuption of my work. The scUcalled "No
leme Rey group," for :me exanple. 1 was not a singls "group" end it was mot a "CIA
spomsored covert action operetion.” It was swasbbucklera om their owm vhem thers was
ro ofricial sponsorship. They were arrested by the locals. They were arrestoa hy the feds.
They mever did anything except play games, like boys.

Do you think that if Garrison reslly had » resl confesaior Saatans or ony othsy
would have ever left duramrces vile?

So you r«ally think ull of Watsrgate was a decads earlier involved im thia "No Name
Key group” which dld nothing and could do mothing and wae a mizor collectiom of tiny,
sguabbling factions? (I've the leaders of tho on taped int:rviews,)

Your (ZNS') piwce ox that Jaauary 1964 plece is close ix apirit but wromg in fact
as you will scon loarm. “ecaume of the saturs of gaversl of ihe errors amd the content of
one I would like to kmow your source or sources if this does mot imvolve comfidemce.

Thoae doounents were not "since domated %o the MNetiorsl Archivos." It was the Know-ine
advance and customary fimal depository. It set up the origimal files and provided the
file clerks. The files were tramaforred automatically once tis Counlssion emdad its life.

It is utierly false that there is mo referemce to this allogedly simgle January
sooret metting and that it dows mot exist. I'd apyreciate your silomce uxtil ths book is
out for a mumber of reasons, ome of which is that workiwhkile subsidiary use is under
coralderatior, another mechanicul delays, atge,but this 1z tke tramsoript I've beca workimg
to get for eight years and have and an publishing in facsimile.

Thers also is no such "index card." However, tidis clasrly relatos to aomething that
vas stolea from me, that requires more work, @o I'm quite interested in how you feosived
the garbled account. It is also factually imcorreot to say of tkat other session "that
the minutes of the Jamuary 1964 meeting were intentionally destroyed by the Commisaion.”
Somotire we'll maet and I'11 tall you the full story. My interest herexx is iz whet is
going on behind the scemes and who ias doimg it. Itm'tumgooﬁpurpou-ndmdo
some harme Thers i3 always the changs that ncie well~intsatiomed urknowing iz spreadimg
a distorted version of a ruuor but I'd ywefer not to avoid other possibilities, particularly
with this obvious timing., There ars a number of these littla things oam widch I fimd the
coincidance provocative,

There 1s aFord snjle, not vhat you indicate. If Lt is uot of interest where I've
Eada the offer that is wader consicdoration —axd I Go sot expect it %o be - I am willing for
you to usae it buf I'11 havs Yo ask iy assosiato, Im fact, there are two S6fera, both to
thoss wio reach great nunbsrs of people, If sitimr is rujected I aiwuld really seek other
paas outlets bscause as many pwople as powsible should be réached. But I tiink the Ford
stuff is too kot, Wers there the chamce the truth mot the fiotion om)¥ could make "a
politifal casualty" of lord - who happems to have busn the Qug Convisuionmer pgf at the
ssaxion luvolved...And thus you can evaluate your ascurce as I'd like to for different reasons.

Beliove u¢ you will ges all of this amd nore. it i than
dofinitive as 1t now is not hme:o my desire for noa uﬁh%.agﬂm, 5)3%&3‘&3&%%.%‘&&%&”&



...One aspect of _Gerald Ford's’

past many people may -not re. -

_call_is Ford's participation as

onc of the seven members of the
so-called . ‘“Warren Commis-
.sion’”- -~ the presidential panel

.appointed by Lyndon Johnson to

investigate the 1963 assassina-
tion of John Kennedy.

" " The Warren.Commission - de-
clared in September of 1964 that

Lee Harvey Oswald had acted

‘alone in shooting down President
. Kennedy. Gerald Ford later be-

came the most out-spoken com-
missioner in support of the ““lone
assassin’’ conclusion when it came

- under attack by critics.

Ford, in fact, became so close-

“ly- associated .with defending the

commission’s “‘lone assassin®
conclusion that he wrote a book
in- 1965, painting a picture of
Oswald as  the assassin type.
That book, titled Portrait of the.
Assassin, is the only book Ger- .

“ald Ford has ever written, -

In his book, Ford reveals, for
the first. time, that the Warren
Commission received what he,
terms ‘‘startling evidenge' that’
Oswald had been a paid, under-
cover informer for the F.B.I. at
the time he allegedly assassinat- 3
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ed President Kennedy. .

In a’ rather surprising admis-
sion, Ford- states that the seven
commissioners, in January: of
1964, held & highly secret ‘meet-
ing in Washington to" discuss how
to handle the cvidence which re-

. portedly linked Oswald to the

F.B.l. The source of this “‘start-
ling evidence’ Ford writes, was
the-then . Texas Attorney Gen-
erald Waggoner Carr. :
The Warren Commission’s fin-
al report, its 26-volumes of sup-
porting evidence'and 'its hundreds

of thousands of documents since .
donated to the national archives
fail to contain a single reference :

to this secret meeting or to At-
torney General Carr’s allega-
tions as revealed by Ford. One

index card from the Commis- -

sion’s files indicates, however,
that the minutes of the January

1964 meeting were intentionally

destroyed by the Commission.
Ironically, if something should
break on the J.F.K. ‘assassina-
tion-case in ‘the future, ‘Gerald
Ford, -- because ‘of his deep in-

_volvement -in the Commission’s .- '

case - could yet become a poli-

tical casualty of the 1963 assas- .

sination in Dallas. -- (ZNS) "



