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- Dear Fred,

Tout I assure ‘you'of it.

.. was, aphdggies to Narlyn,

"'Warren Gommission es .

5/11/68

i’oui;ﬂulette'i' of 5/ 8, just errived, impels me ‘%o halt pI:‘epafetions~f¢‘,r the
trip for which I will in-ay event not have time tc prepsre for sdequately to
respond and to resssure you. Have no feers, either ebdut Thornléy's guilt of

“perjury or about the kind of person be is, He is & very bad one.:I have unsssall-

able proofs, and in his own handwriting, nét just published, He YBs interested

‘' me much.for & yeer end & half end 1've never been gble to give him theitime he

werrents, Little by little, I am accumulating the s%ff, I am certain that Garrisom;\

" to.ghom L had given only part, has more then enough without what ~ hevwe since the
indictment developed. - NI ‘ , Cob v

I wish'I ‘cqu;aﬁ?gn'yb*uj;;xactly how Lifton fits in this. I fesr lttile

.reascnable ergument ingaying thut the best face he can wear is cne dfe nen almost

question of his judgement, that is awfyl, The worst
him, for the least disadvantageiis thet .

always wrong, If it ls merely s

'~ Now, on the piotures: I have made no use of them becauase you didn';t”é’c"‘tham
the way 1 wantad ﬂ;ﬁ@\._;ﬁhﬁtg cennt be used that way. Further, let me tell you thet I
fior have e newsrhot of *hornley, taken the time of the essassination, thsai \
nly time I cen find, parving his hair on thenopposite side, .

I hed printed tedkwerd, If $his is all I tell, you, A s

Then you imow_what Tho nley really is, what he hes reslly written, what heﬁ‘.‘t

T i@éﬁuinely‘ believes, ‘you cen wonder about Deve, who .oclsime him for a friend. He-is
. @ men who, eside from.his
‘women ‘up, ‘and I'have his

neenderthel ‘concepts and ‘writings, balieve in beating

' Handwittten gloating over: this, in gouging:the eyes of -
a man.who tried to defend thet woman, again in his hendwriting, whose grest ‘desire
"to pbes on Kemsedy's greve", who moved to &8s close to the'
ould ‘gat end, with a sslery of $60.00 weekly pail for 8 0\
$120.00 month ap;’ét‘mle:g;, meanvhile writing that his move that close hed them, same
apologies, "Fissing in their pents”. Jlo celebrated the egeagsination, frcm what I

heer in New OrleQns, and this is not in my proofs, glested over it, which is., Do

you recuire mcre
’

P

Lifyon did ng;xarfa:n‘g‘é;fbr Thor!iley te taatifymbe“fore,the grand-jury., I first

4ried to avoid this for him, .qyite ovemly, lest avembar, in. the presence of a friend

of his and through his egent snd friend, Slint Balton., Boltor, nut that he is,
thereupon wrote a column on this in & fresky paper in the uarter but reccmmended

- - thet Thornley accept my ofiex,. luhad given Garrison enough by thet time and bhen

Thornley would not, do 1t _the way thet wes to his interest, he did 1t the hserd wey,
end by then I had gdven Gerrison more, including trenscribed tapes snd t=2pes of his
public stetemen ts, ‘Y_guArealize, there is enough in 0 IN N0 to more thon warrert his
being cslled. That Lifton did is to prepare with Thornley a lengthy eni deceptive
stetement thet I heve resd that led Gerrieon astray wgth not only “hornleye.

Now I heve kno*iiedge hgéf‘»'fhomley end Marine‘. but I do not heve that >pi‘cture
and would much‘ very much, like & ooty 8s fest as possible. .

1f Thornley's éttorney does call you, which is unlikely, please tape it. If
he does not know who Thornley is, we do, I cannot begin to tell you wgﬁt L know but



on the tasis of what I now know he may be one of the more 1m‘por1;ant cha-acters
in the entire story.

I regret thet Lifton found out sbout this and thet, with ell that he has |
slready done, you people atill trust him. Did not Steve Burton tell you about him’,

I think it 1s now vitel that you recount the entire intex-‘viaw;,as careml]:ﬁ;
es you can. Here, in purticulsr, I refer to whaXdpx whet you describe as "an
unusuel amount of interest in where I got the pleture end shet I kmew sbout 1t."

Recently Iifton hes been.devoting himself to trying to 2yctrate whet I do.
. .That is not, if be 1s genuinely.on out side, a constructive effopt. B

: how cen he

. "'Unless Lifton knows the ;;esfimnf Thornley gave, ivgtlx_i_?h is 'sec”";éaf
is gerjury,

: ‘ ‘have & valid opinion Qn.whsjh‘hg,:x_; or not Thornley is inrocent The charge
E not assassinetion. .- = : : ’
|

¥

" 1¢# I know Lifton, &nd if he hes any thing to do with it, thié”v&%pj wot -7

o "." remsin a "tempest in.a toapot", and I quote you, This is & other ¥eson for making

hat others out jher
Megete sbout him’ I

sk

‘believe he hes eerious psychietric problems, Why ng
hink yon should. Learn what he diC to her, -

. 'Were it safely possible to tell you more, I _would, Please accept wh
~-ghet-in -sddition to what: I recount above 1 nave. gov;;e,_cu‘yfe'ble knowledge of.
>“Jwy and everyreseon toicerdit it ~apd thet Gerrison not only hes the indiggent-

10ld me he wes sghast thet Thornley would so openly perjure himself. SRRSO

, Do you realizé that,asiée from what is in 0 I NoO, xhornley ia theo‘:}e vv(h‘q
pinned the bum red rap on h&és "friend", Oswald, knowing full ?ell it was falss’ Do
you think he did this for. nothing. Not 8 single one of Ogwald s Marine mates vtéS‘uld

""’auggest the possibility that s perjury charge was the lesder evil’
‘ ,

o .. He pre'sumeabi'y._.ﬁesA ne inééme. He spid in Temps that between kihem ,andh\s
_.wife 1s e teacher, the,y.h_evev,,_a_,'éﬁ,ooo income, How can he afford to take his lawyey

it happened. Do e AT
o ... If youwent ‘any-,b{;hq};_;kiﬁi:vof assurence that I can give you, eske Andifthe\ 5
~Yewyer phonss you, give him jmy.pumpert - o N -
T “- Burriedly,
Cd
Lo
i
!
i

the most complete record posslble. You might also understand, for what it 1is worth,

do this, only he, Want his writinds saylng the seme thing’ I've got them. Dossihis

" o New Orleens and have @ vacation for most of a wesk on this income, I was there when

i N A e
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May 8, 1968
Dear Harolgd,

Something 1s bothering me, Sometime ago you asked me to retouch
a Kerry Thornley photograph. I did a very crude job following
your instructlons and malled them down to you. .

Subsequently, I never heard from you as to what you needed them
for or how you were going to use them. It bothered me a little
blt to do this as retouching photographs of a person involved with
the law could be a very serious matter. I think I mentioned this
to you in a note at the time.

Anyway, a couple of days ago, I was talking to David Lifton, who
I had just met for the first time and he spotted one of Kerry
Thornley's photographs I had - and expressed an unusual amount of
interest in where I got the picture and what I knew about it. So
I told him.

He then informed me that he was very interested in Kerry Thornley.
That Kerry was a friend, that he (Lifton) had first arranged for
Kerry to testify before the grand jury and in fact had many
conversations with Garrison about Thornley. Lifton strongly believes
Kerry 1s innocent and is being put to trial unfairly. .

Next Fctoid.ihim that Ichad hearddthhttthiésphbbograph was a
cropped version and that a full print showed Kerry with Marina
Oswald. Lifton was astonished and thereupon produced a complete
picture as published 1in a Tampa newspaper showing Kerry Thornley
and his wife. I recognized the picture immediately as the same
Kerry Thornley photograph you sent to me, even tho Thornley's face
was flopped (or backwards) in the newspaper.

I think a mistake has been made here and I hope Thorney 1s not
belng wronged. You can see my concern. The picture I sent back 1o
you was very obviously artwork and I don't see how anyone could
mistake 1t as photographic retouching.

I would, therefore, be very embarrased if that altered Thornley pic-
ture were to be used in any way to convict Thornley.

Because of Lifton's association with Thornley, I would not be a
bit surprised if Thornley's attorney called me about this matter.
I am as interested in solving this case as the next guy, but I
would hate to think that I might have inadvertently hurt an
innocent person, as I know you feel the same way.

o—
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PAGE TWO

On Thornley's innocence or guilt, I want to remain agnostic. The
court room and the adversary system will in time resolve Thornley's
guilt or innocence.

Perhaps the whole thing is a tempest in a teapot, perhaps not -
you'd be a better judge of this as my knowledge Kerry Thornley
is limited to his name and a couple of heresay retharks.

Please don't interpret this letter as being anyway hostile, it's
Just that, at this point, I want to understand as much as I can
about this matter without compromising any case that may be
developing.

Sincerely,

T ltanl
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