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Dear Jim, NYU Confab 3/31/35

I'm glad you are in accord with my asking to be the keynoter. I'd written
Gondolfo, who appears to be one of the organizers, bifore we spoke. I'd also
written Sylvia, to whom he'd sposen (and got the same fears about nuts) but
I decidedn not tv send the letter to her vecuuse of her health and becsuss she has
always had problems with me that can't be simplified into ego problems. Wither would
confront her with am problén, g0 I've akipped that.

If T an thekeynoter or if I'm not I'1) makc the same speech and I'1l huva the
same audiences in mind,

If I am not I'11 merely add those who opposed ite I am confident they'll he
identical with those I will have written the speech partly about without naning
theme This will make the point with more emphasis to those in the mass audience
who are serious-minded and have open minds. It will make the point to the media and
to the Congresapersons.

It will tend tu separate those ol us who havo avoided sll thess shrill exsesses
from the nuts and self-seckers.

It will raiss the cul bono question with each unnamed person or group of those
I'11 address (and they will not be sll by any means).

I will prepere the speechs I will want you to go over it.

And I will want people like you and Ed and Jerry and perbaps other to be on
your feet if there is any concerted effort to ocut it off. It will bo documented so
there will be no question of fact, that id, of what I.say is faot.

I want to write another letter so this is all I'll go into now. Please thinks and
have suggestiona, perhaps some of the more horrible exanples from your files.

Later last night 1 got a call from a Cleveland magazine writer, Bob Gearhart.
He was with others of the press in an AIB, Bob Kats, audience. Katz got a rough time
from some of his crap and it is the same stuff they have alwsys pulled. He thinks
Katm got more than $800.

Best.
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Dear Ted, 3/30/75

Your sccond call yesterday, reporting your conversation with Sylvia and her
beliefs und an indication of the kind of people we can expect to be present, en-
courages me much. So much that for the first time in anything liks this, I am making
a special request.

One reason for it is that this affgir ought not be a rehash of others or of the
f"t' It has prospect. It holdsthe promise of real .accomplishment. Let us use that,

t will be rwadily sccessible to those who have most influence on what the country
knows and believes. Let us use that, too. And it comes at an ideal times when for the
first time scmething can be done. (No, I don t mean the Consales resolution. There
are better prospects and although it is not Renerally known, I've already done the
necesaary work, if not all close to it.)

When even Mark, who was the first to pull crazy stuff, is worried about some
of what happened in Boston, you know how deadly that can be in New York City. You
@ot some of this from Sylvia, too.

So, I'ph asking to be the keynot: speaker and to speak along the lines we have
niready discussed - to point this thing the right way, to poiant it shead, end to keep
it on a solid footing as best a keynota can.

The one thing thils will certainly meen is that there will be a statement of
responadbility of purposes that the nuts will be bracketed against.

I will write it out in advance and I'1l have others who are mature and experienced
and not buts go over it. -

If we do not do this first of all we 11 all be xkk tarred with ani by the nuts
and the first shot the media has will be Autty, not responsible,

The setting of a law school and the sponsorahip of & student bar assoclation
are ideal - paerfect.

I am aslidng this not because I am in all ways the senior of us, as I am. Nor
am I because I have done more work than any other and published more than all others
you'll have thede combined, although these would be good enough reasons. I am not
claiming trat + have a right to do this because I alone have worked continuously on
this for more than 11 yeqrs, although that is true. Nor am I asking it because I
have filed and won all these suits and done more to end suppression than any other
if not in fact more than all others combined. (The ons suit I lost was our biggest
victory because it changed the law, as the legialative history of the mm amendment
ahonﬁﬂntmnhcaml have new sults filed and to be filed to bring more to light.
Not because in this also I am alone.

Rather is it becsuse all of these experiences and the knowledge they give me
plus my own personal experiences working for the Congress and in intelligence
qualify me to glve the doctrime and dirsction this conference requires for its
success. Jt can be the beginning of s real victory if we point it the right way
and get it off to a responsible start. That is what I want to do, and to do it in a
woy the young people cen comprehend and with which they can be comfortabls and confident.

There is little doubt that there will be much publicuty. The doubt is what the
publicity will mean, 2f it means no more than tthumtlnzutit does not serve a
constructive purpose. We can now accomplish something real. “et us dom it. This
case is ripe for breaking open. It can happen there.

Flease do not talk about this except with those where it is essential but I have
kept on getting what was suppressed. Since Whitewash IV I have obtained what is much
more significant than that transcript. I could have used this new material for a fast
books If I ha: the money 1'd have done it. In the proper context it could bs the end.
Bacause I do not have the means I have given it %o a correspondent friend who will use
it when and as he sees fit, meaning when and how it can have maximun effect. Lf he
has not done this by the time of the conference I'll use it there. If he has, there
candt possibly be full sue so 1'll still bs able to use 1t there. Jim Lesar says it
mekes everything else now irrelevant. But I won't leak anything until it is out.

The FBL has proulsed me the spectrographic analysis and more. \That®ll be the
day!) But fér the first time ever they have met with us, Jim and me.
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Jim and I are not talkers, we do instead. We have taken the prelicinary steps for
other suits that should be fruitful if not sensational. I think it probable that others
will have been filed prior %o April 25.

What this aleo mesns i: that wa can be by giving the kida some hope, not just
cheap sensation, some fect, something solid, Just propaganda. Espaeially with the
sophistication of the New York media and the reluctance of ite top mansgement to see
us as anything but publicity-seekers and nuts deoes this kind of opening bacome more
impottants I can opan with the genuinely sensational, tho new, if I havs the time,

The alternative is to run the risk that is greater in “ew Tork, of turning the
whole: thing over to the nuts at the outsat and t:1linz 4ke media 211 over azain that
the focus is on ths publicityeseekers, those who promote thamselves but repeat what
was old hat ten years ago.

With Congress people there it is also essential to let them know that there
are those of us who are responaible, who do desl with fact that they cen use, ard
that there is solid information the use of which does not mean a political liability
for them. Mowt poople don't atop to think of the px special problems of Hembars of
congress who must run for re-election and whose every word is then serutinised by
opponente and the media. #syeclally the deceat aad concerned Meubers, who have more
opposition,

We 219 in a mew era. I would like this conference to mari< ths firat public
recognition of it. This is one of the objectives I have in wanting to be the keynoter.

Please discuss this with those vhose ggreement is nscessary. I do believs it is
important not to leave the opportunitics to chence aad thus would b> writing out a
spesch, which I hate doing and have done only once in &ll these years.

I do not know who decides these things. I san snticinate sowe from whom there
will be strong oppositian, I would like to know who they ara for a nusbsr of reasons.
One is the constant misdirecticn attributable to some for so long. another ia becauase
with these I mey want to ¥now why and what 15 so unique or promdsing atout their
alternative or alternatives. .-

I also warn you that any more of the cult of personality, gspeciallv in Hew
fork, can be deadly. The tize is past for us to bs promoting personslities, That
never accouplished anything except for those personalities. Now 18 the tdme for
demonstrating that we are responsible, not self-peekems or salf-promoters, and that
we deal with fact and reality. So much at and after Boston was so deadly where it
really counto. Now we cam - and I cas do it to begln with - combins the legtimiately
newsworthy and what can appeal to the young people with presenting outselvea as
responaible citizens, with the hopo for the firat time of auccessa.

There can be no perscnal gain in this for me. I have already told you that I
can t and won't bring eny quantity of books to sells I have only so many, I will sell
thefl all, and I can't pay for reprinting them. Selling oven one book repressuts no
profit to me. There cen be personal loss to me becsuse of the jeopardy to so much
exclusive work that I have done without pay or subsldy of any kind, at the cost of
personal indebtedness. I have no selfish end to serve by this reguest. I &1 not on
the lacture cireult, either. I have no agency offering me, I merely work, coigg the
vork that others merely talk about or mbout doing.

Flease let me know what the decision 1= as soon & possidble. What it is will
détermine how I ppepare snd I have 1ittle time. I st11l work not less then 13 hours
svery day and can t keep up.

Sincerely,

Barold Weisbarg



