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MEMORANDUM - NEW YORK TIMES J¥K INVESTIGATION

TO: Harold Weisberg, Sylviﬁ Meazher
FROM: Jerry Policotft :
SUBJECT: Conversation With Gene Roberts, National Editor, The New York

Times - 9/29/71
DATE: 9/29/T1 ]

Om August 26, 1971 I wrote to Gene Roberts requesting intormation about
the New York Times investigation into the JFK assassination which was
conducted during tha Latter part or 1966. Mr. Roberts, now National
Editor of the Times, was a member or the investiszation team. I re-

“eelved no reply, and on September 14, 1971 I sent a similar letter to

Harrison Salisbury. On September 17, 1971 I sent a second letter to
Gene Roberts, this time certiried, requesting an answer to my letter
ot August 26. I received a reply dated September 20, 1971 in which
Mr. Roberts sugzested that my motive in writing to both he and Mr.
Salisbury was to receive ditfterent answers to the same questions. He
told me that upon receipt of my original letter he had consulted with
Mr. Salisbury to check out what the dates or the investigation were
and found that I had sent a similar Letter to Mr. Saiisbury. He said
that as Mr. Salisbury had answered me, he could see nothing that he
could add, I wrote back that I had received no letter rrom Mr. Sal-
isbury, and that moreover, I had not written to Mr. Salisbury until
three weeks arter I wrote Mr. Roberts and had received no reply. I
then repeated my questions and asked that éither Mr. Roberts or Mr.
Salisbury reply. I sent & carbon copy of this letter to Harrison Sal-
isbury. This letter was dated September 23, 1971, '

. This evening at approximately 7:30 PM I received a talefhdna ¢&ll., a

$ecretary asked me it I was Jerry Policort, and whem I replied that
I was I was asked to hold on for Gene Roberts. Mr. Roberts then got
or the phone at the other end. ol NRRC

Mr. Roberts told me that me telt that he could best address himselt
to my questions over the phone, and he asked that I address any questions
t0 him that I might have. He sounded cautios at tfirst, but warmed up
during the course ot the conversation, and he was quite poiite, and to

& reasonable extent, rather candid. He apologized for the nisunderstanding
and sald that he was under the understanding that Mr. Salisbury was
answering my letter. He said he had been on vacation in August, hense

the contusion on the time lapse between my letter to him and ny letter

to Saliisbury. . ; g & | R R ‘

Roberts told me that he could not recall the precise dates or the in-
vestigation, but to the best or his reecollection it began a short time
berore Thanksgiving and disbanded a day or two berore Christmas, 1066,

He said that the investigation Lasted 5 or 6 weeks, and he said that

it could have been a week more or less either way. He also qualitried the
term "investigation," saying that it had aspects or an investigation, but
it was more of a review of allegations nmade by the various eritics

of the Warren Comnission. The purpose according to Roberts was to det-
ernine whether these allegations carried validity, and to see ir they
could generate any news stories, w et b Rl

Roberts told me that members or the teanm attempted to interview every
member ot the Warren Comaission and its statf, For the most part they
were successful with some exceptions, the most notabie or which was
Fgri Warren, By and large, according to Roberts, the etarfﬁ(aren(ed
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the report. Some, including Arien Spectre according to Roberts, wished
that they had seen the autopsy photos. Although several stair members
regretted not having seen this evidence, they did not reel that any
basie conclusions would have heen artected had they seen them, Weselesy
Leibeler expressed the opinion to members of the Times team that the
Warren Comnissoin had not adequately explored the possibility that
~the assassination may have been the result ot "a lert-wing conspir-
acy." Joe Ball also expressed the opinion that conspiracy might have
——_been turther investigateé, although he did not suggest that there had
been one or that it was Lefrt-wing. According to Roberts, the team did
“uneover a certain amount of dissatistaetion om the part of Warren Com-
mission =tart members, but none of it was major, and no one was did-
__satisried with the basic coneclusions ot the Warren Commission.

During the eourse of the imvestigation the Times made an ertort to
obtain access to the autopsy photos and X-Rays, but they were re-
buttred, Roberts said that they made requests to see this material
Trom the National Archives, the Justiece Department, and the Kennedy
family, both directly and indirectly, but they were unsuceessriul.

Roberts said that the Tinmes attempted to tind new witnesses but tround

none. He said that they checked into the New Orleans aspects ot the

ease &8s well, but concluded that nothing subsrantial was uncovered.

He said that he had interviewed a gas station attendent who's statiom

was about two bloecks rrom where Oswald Lived, The attendent told him

that Oswald was a frequent customer, and that he drove a panel truek

into hie station on several occassions. He claimed that Oswaid had

& elose Iriend who orten accompanied him in his truck. He claimed

. that the Llast time he saw Oswald, Oswald bought gas tfrom him on credit,

He never paid the bill. Roberts said that he recognized the signiticance

of this sinee Oswald was not supposed to have any close triends, and
—-——he pupposedly could not drive at that point. However, the attendent

kad not saved the unpaid bill, and there was no way to verigy his story.

Roberts said that the Times discounted the reports of smoke on the

_ grassy knoll., He said That the Times mad checked extensively and con-
eluded that no modern armaments give o011 smoke, and that nearly all
gunrpowder is smokeless, :

According to Roberts the investigation was discontinued while Harrisom
Salisbury was in Hanoi. He Lert zor Paris about mid-way in the invest-
igation about two weeks berore arriving in Hanoi( Salisbury arrived in
Hanoi on 12/23/66)., The investization continued ror about two or three
weeks arter Salisbury departed, and it was then disbanded.

Roberts said that the purpose. or the investigation was to check out
leads, and that they did not tind anything subssantiai., He said that
nobody came up with proor to knoeck down the Warren Commission. "The
basic conelusion was that we couldn't rind that there was supporting
evidence to the eontentions or the eritics." Roberts added that " we
Tound no evidence to indicate that the Warren Report was wrong, which
i® not to say that the Warren Report was right." He said that "we are

not in the business ot printing opinion, and that is why nothing was
printed in the end.™

Roberts told me that he was disposed to aceept the rindings o1 the
Warren Commission, and he relt that by and large, the reat ot the
team had relt the same way. He identitied the Times Teporters who
had worked tairly extensively om the team as himsels, Peter Kihss,

John Corry, Martin Waldron, and Mike Handler, Until he lett ror llanoi,



Harrisom Salisbury was the head or the team, but did not aetively
participate im its work.

Roberts discussed various other matters with me during the eourse ot
our sonversation, largely dealing with the various aspects or the

J¥K case and the Jack Ruby trial which he had ecovered both ror the
Times and the Detroit Free Press. We talked ror approximately 90 min-
utes,

ce: Jim Lesar, Howard Rortman, Gary Schoener, Ed WilLliams



