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9/24/65 Tom Wicker hss slmost finished book, nuite impressed. Still doesn't know
what he can do to be helpful, says for himself he'd like to be able to check my
sources but hesn't time., isked if he could send it to Harrison Selisbury, who might
be eble to have tough-minded reporter or reporters do that, I agreed, askingnthat if
the came to any thet didn t follow, to let me know becsuse of pos ible typographical
errors. Still on confidential basis. /hen + offered to lesve phones where I could be
reached when I was in NY he said not to, that my menuseript wes more persussive than
eny person could be. I explsined my continuing desire for speed, pointing out schadulsd
publication of Lene's book in England and error is those of his writings I hed seen
end of Fox's scknowledged use of journalistic sources, He agreed journslistic sources
not likely to be eredited in otday's climate. I eiplained why L had gone to him - so
8 responsible paper with resourfes would know in case something heppened to me (such
a8 sccident on turnpike) snd in the hope through seeing syndicetion values the Times
might be helpful in p blication, He describes Salisbury as of .conspirstorial frame of
mind, who hed used "not inconsiderable" resources of Times in effort to prove at time
gssassination, snd hed been convinced none existed. I told him despite Times publiec
comri tment, thromgh Selisbury and Lewis book, I egreed. He ssaid he doesn't believe
in consniratorisl concent of history znd 1 agreed, explsining I still thought HEsrl
Verren grest man, but saw him in different light, that I bel ieve the people who did
whet they did on Commission thought they were serving national need. “ointed out
their competence refuted accident in such cases as spectro, suto, etc., snd esked

if he would not heve fired eny cub who missed clear import Fsles Oswald. Smiling, he
egresd, Told him recent history, including Cedy. ‘



