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Dear hl‘l. Sm‘lth.

Here is the latest from Judge Smith. The copy my lawyer made and sent me
reached me only todays.

Sgrry I can't neke clearer coples. Out copier awaits a major repair.

In the short Ogder, I'm not surprised thut he finds for the FEI on all counts
because he is e virtual rubber stamp. The mecond item is his whitewashing of what
for anyone else would be repotitions perjury. (Heen't been too Jong sinee that
was awarded judiciel mwaise, has it?)

The longer Ordey awaxds the FEL costs in sweking didscoverye

My lawyer told me a little while agh that after the 13th, a Friday, he can
cite me for contemnt. One charge, that is, There'll be more later, or &t lsast
he'll have later opportinities,

We'll be moving to reconsider, with additlonal affidsvits and oxbibits, by the
first deadliine,

We also filed a petition for an en bane review of the appeals court decision
in the spectro/NAL case. My copy hasn't reached me yets

While sitting aud vondering if there is anything else I might report my mind
wandered back to the only other time I faced the prospect of jailing by my
adversary. It was during the James Earl Ray evidentiary hearing in Memphis in 1973.
Ho covered for the Tines. I did the investigation that prevedled on habeas corpus.
and for the evifentinry hearing, which last two long, very hard woeks. It was VERY
embarrassing to the State assistant 4.G., who was paranoid and had a very low
boiling point, He shouted at me, in the presence of others, that he would
"got" me, (Hg didn't) and in the endp the State had to fire him,)

Every morning, before court, I'd visit Ray in the Marshall's holding oell early,
thenmatliointlm;‘mffeashnpandﬂ.lllﬁmiuaammhasIaouJ.d..Hianeaﬂling
mdjnkingumvsnrlml;fnl‘.

Twice durding r¢cesses, vhon we went out for a smoke, he padd me two high
compliments, in his own way. Bach 4ime taldinz mc by surprise with his hugh amm
around me from the back widle I was lighiing o cigaretic.

"Hal, you 61';' sonuvabd tch," it went the first time, "aint you '"shamed of momx
yourself?" Deadpan. So I asked him what about, Without a snile until he'd findished,
he said, "For funidnup the State of Temnnessee and the FEL."

Socond time was when he'd seen me improvise and virtuslly kidnap )lawyer's
phrase) all the Stats's rebuttsl witnesses, most spoctacularly their publishing
expert, vwhich was a legsl issue over the Ray literary contracts. Af'ter that they
took a recess znd then pooped oute His line for that recess was, "Halk, you ol
sonovenitch, don't you know what overlcill is?"

Thatowasn't the firet but 4t was the first really damagic 1ea8™I had 4n the
disparity bejween a case record, the ecvidence, and what & judge rules.

The night of the last day he arranged for us all to get d¥unk and have a good
meal. He had a heavy cold, but he and I got a head start, and as the others filed
their copy they joined up. When we'd grunk abiut as much as we wanted theypushed
sore tables topether and we'd just ordered dinner Wwhen who walks in but the AG's
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really afraid to. I guess they viewed all reporters as part of a vast Corvunist
consypiracy against them,

Immastheymsmiudﬁnnﬂnyfmmdmtmmjmtmlmdngmdhaﬂns
a2 good vime afcer some hard worke

ummwlmmmwmmwth"mt“m, they wound up
walldm;beck‘uothamteltdthm.ﬂehadﬂnsmmtal. 8§11 telkking tough,
without the roporters mosenty but no nore threats against me.

I don'$ know how the present sltuetion will end, but how that éne did will,
rerhaps, amiise yola

& fow woeks earlier, durding my local investigation, I'd net a rolatively
young and qulte successful crimingl lavyer. Mo had the locel mafia avong s clients,
but hs sesmad to be s pretty good sort of fellow. 30y whan I felt the heet as nuch
mlmhd,lﬂmadmmmmlm,mmitmtappad.andaalmdlﬂ.m
to repweant me, telling him, briefly, whye. It wac o weakend, so he sal? he'd come
dotine

HecmmhwmhmtﬁnotbﬁnmﬂmwthMamm.
Whmwmthtmbhby,mmmdmdmhmufo.nmwmm =
Woman, and a young son. We then walked out ¢he front door, he took me around back
to the parking lot, and we talked, while his wife and son walked hack and forth
elong the front, each time wiaidag far enough past the end of the buildingfito see use
He learned whivk wanted to kmow, seid he'd represent me if there wes the need, and £
e walked backs When we go§ to the end of the building, his wife and son wefe there. B
Tnis beautiful wonan ceme up to me right there where everyone in front of the rotel
could see, mtbrmtmmmdwvustﬁththemmmleonherfm,

leanadherheadmnwabom.andmfﬂytoldmtopxtmrmammdharand
mkaalﬂmwmohﬂadﬁfﬂnﬁa.ﬂpomhhm.lﬂﬁ.mdnhadn'tmnmd
very far Lefore I caught one There, right outside the main entrance, was the ¥o. 2
man for the State, eyes bugged out, jaw slack, and a friskie dangling in his hand,
(They all tossed frispies to relax, right in front of the motel.

The AG's staff lost iuterest in me right away. Mo more threats, Only teils,
obvious teilse

Thaaﬂ'apeoplealsoaawuadﬂveofftogeﬂnﬁ.mwhadsomvmimmd
invited me out for dinners

It took close to a yeur for that judce o wrliie his decisgion, that e of thon
eudlt or innccence were imusterdsl.

Jim losar, who represents me in my FOIA casey then caritied the load for Ray,
even though Lesar then hal n:wver even beon boefore anjurys

Rincerely,
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