lir. John Creddson 12/13/75
The liew lork Times

1920 L St., W

Washington, D.C.

Dear John,

Since our last conversation I bave been troubled by two more things, neither of
which strikes me as normal. Yesterday, after the end o: the working day when his of.ice
staff eould be expected to be gome, it took three of you to interview Bud when I am
sure he made it clear that he knows less tnan the cthers of us sbout the King/Rsy case;
And none of you/the Times found any news in what 1 had gotten from the FBI, proof that
the case slleged asgainst Ray wes to its end IV knowkedge felsé and its own lab work
proved it.

Having met neither of your cellexgues I do not kuow 1f they were there. But
the Times received notice, I did oif'er copies and it ssems to have been entirely alone
in finding nothing of news walus,

Well, in case none of you wers, cune of the first things I did was show with
their own pictures how the FEI was setting CBS up to be its running g dog.

If your collective work brings anything factual and new to light I'll be haypy.
If you solve the crime it will be so gieat a po-sonel favor to me that phlebitis or
not I'1l lead a parsts in your honor, 1 have wighed since 1571 that I did not feel
obligated to do thiz work. I hasve too much other work that means more personslly.

What troubles me i not geotiing teat on & story. Recently I1've besn cdving toem
away, as this past week, when I could have done a quick-swmpgazine pisce. I have another
FOIA suit filed. There was a tice when it locked liks the government might opt not going
to court. Whe. this became apparent, without seeing t e material - and I've not seen
it yet - the first thing 7 did was cell s reporter friend an:d aek him to work out an
arrangenent when there would be xeroxing facilities for all who want copies and for sll
to have equal access. I have this all in wiiting if yéu for a minute doubt this. I'm
getting more than 1 can use snyway when I's unwell. But I staried this 10 monthas ego
with everything I believe comprehensible enough.

You are wll good reporters,but you are all in a strange field. 4And I think you
have not perceived the problems the government has in more acute form now. I do not
believe that any of you knows enougn about the ocomplicated fact to discriminate, not
to run the serious risk of being hades In the past 1 told you twice when you were - and
that I welcomad the appearence of those stories. Franklin should remember that he was
had once on an anti-Warren story which vindicated the guilty lawyers. And that after-
ward I explained this to him and either offered or sent him the proof.(That story is
etill going the rounds as disinfofmation.)

It looks bad for three experienced reporters sll of whon should be busy to
visit a single can who can eay very little except what they can misuse while they
stay away froxm those who might bresk down tie case they are bullding.

Your own attitudes toward this etory are clear, but I think not to you. You
have twioce misquéted my writing of six or more yesrs azo to me., Knowing what I think
I asked you to read those pascages aid pointed out they do not mean what you said. I
am sorry you heave not learned from these experiences.

On almost any other story, where there is no chance of ccnlidence being breached,
good reporters in & strange field seek to check and double-check what they are getting.
Un this story there are two posaibilities only and you have stayed away. The most obvious
meandng i: that.you are so hungry for a scasatics oo which you do not fear bedng sued
is that you don t check the sensations you gather. (I'll be surprised if without of-
ficiml help and guidance and this has to come from those who are now in troub].e-)
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Attribute to me what you will, I have slways been available for checking, whether
or not sick and regardless of the hour. iy one complain has been abdut bullshittinsg me,

Unlike you (plural) I do not get paid for my time, (With two exceptions: BBC and
a scandal sheet, both of which send small peyments for the time they take, without
being esked.) So when L ofer to take time and have taken time with you the one certainty
is that there is nothing in it for me.

Nothing reaches you, either. Yeu find & shiink, he checks hie records and lo! his
professional opinion of Ray is exactly that I gave you, in detail and in Ray's purposes.

So, you have no intention of checking your work out. That is your affair, It
sure ssves tice for me when sy activity is limited. I have to spend long perdods
resting, which is when I peclage the books for shipping, At any other time mx
guy call limite the little other work I can do.

I am troubled by the record o! the press in the assassinstions story. It is
wretched and not sll of it can be atiributed to depandsnce on sources and the oppres-
eiveness of deadlires, Tha net result has loen to aggraveis and prolong a nstional
agony. 1 see its te as you do not, Of what I see dally I deplore most the ripping
off of the minds both extromss.

I am troubled slgo thet next to the government on ita side there is no more
stinldng record than that of the Tiwes. I can't recall any sarbage it found unfit
to print. Powerful as it is, it vwill wind up Cabute.

1 am troubled, too, by the timing of all of this. It comes just when the govern-
ment is not only in trouble and not only about to be dra ged into court on the very
story but when they have been caught redhanded. .

Perfection is not = stete of men and I do not cleim 1t, But my work has stacked,
my understandings have been correct, my enalyses have withstood mpch time and vigorous
and continuous asszault. I do nnt claim to be error-proof. But I do claim to know more
about the work I do than auyone else, including your federal sourcee. I do not claim
that they do not know what I don't but I think I heve a yretty good idea of what some
of it is and I've told you what I think some of it hes to be and its origin, I do not
file suits I can't afford on gussses and have s clear record of failing in none and of
never getiing less than I expected or finding that what I got was other than I expected.

You resent advice snd you're off and running, I do hope you don't end on your
face, in the mad.

1 hope also that you'll atart ssldus yourvelf cuestions thet from our conversa=
tions you have not. ldke gui bong? Does soueou¢ have an iuterest in using you(plural)
and does the situastion lend itaulf to %thia? Can thare be knowledge you do not have that

can prove what seems reasopable to ba wronz?

In time we will know t:¢ outcome. Until them, aside from advice you do not wel=
come, I am making a record that jou have refused to vheck your own work out with the
one who is in a position to show you error and who iv and has been availsble,

Should you decide to, I will e avay Honday only of next week.

Jincerely,

Harold Weisberg
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