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Gene “oberts and the history of reporting the JFK assassination 10,720,'90

+ wong Style section story in today's Vashington Just repurts ioberts' retirement
as editor of the Shilade.phi Inguirer - at uge Y8 und ar'ter the paper, under his cditors
ship, won 17 Pulitzer prizes in 18 years. wite an inpressive reflection of journalistic
excellence! (Yhe “ost's story does not indicate how wany were locul stories, the naper's
strength, but I assume that most it not all wer. local stories.)

This reminded me of what to me is un entirely different aspuct of hiu career, how
he ldlled a Hew lork Yimes second-lock at the JFK assassination, nased o my second book,
in lute 1966, -

A )

“om vicker, then thi: Times' Washiniton bureau chief, read the manuscript of ny
first ovook. He was impressed anua sont it to Harrison Salisbuty, then I thin: national
editor. when he returned it to me Vicker told me that valisbury, too, had been inpressed.
But they did nothing, except that later, Vicker tried to encourage V.W.Norton to publish
it. Horton's stalling for four months and then asking ne to revorganize it as an attack
on the pgovernment at the least iumplying thut the government was the assassin, is what
persuaded me to publish Whiteuash myself,

Then + had the manuscript of Wnitewash II, .hich did not begin as a book but as
a suries of nagazine articles requented by a French agency. L toos a4 curbon copy of it
to New York and went to the *imes ofiice, .here I asked Sulisbury to see me., =t is
ewsy to remember the day, if not the date - it was the day the ~iues fired its favous
and widely-respected theater critic, Utanley Kauffman - and that creuted quite a furor!

S0 I sat for about two hours wiuiting for Salisbury to get free. 'ihen he did he had
only a moment, but h. told wmu he'd gead it and to see him when I was next in New York,

I don't now rumcmber whether he sav me that day @r sent sowcone else out, but I
do remember clearly thut the “imes, on the basis ol Salisbury's rewling of Whitewash II,
had designated four staff reporters to tulx to ue and to lov: into what that boouk
reported. * probably have notes on this bu% without Zrying to fina them * do reucuber
vino two ol the reporters were, ioberts «nad refter Kihss. It is ulso my recollection that
o5t of the repua'gf-a seemed disinterested. I sat woth then and answered their questions.

hihss luter told me that they had divided u) th. work they would do and that
Roberts was sent to the avrehives to douvle-check wmy wors there. wccording to s»ihas,
he reported that he could not find at the wrcidves wjat I used in wWwhitewssh II. Thut
iug impossible for me to understund beciuse with a vinglé, uweliberite eiception, intended
as a trap tor the lixes of warik w ne, vno ekl lor it ana plagiarized, i+ guve the correct
archive: 1ile identification for ever docuuunt I used. That , according to *ihss, killed
any additional +ime: loox at the ofricial account ol tie JYK ussassination.

\4nd it also happened that the copyw of tiv munuseript Sulisburg nailed back to ve
never reached ne.fhis is net the only such disappearnce of a returned manuscript, even
of lutters relating to it, uhich never recched me. Une killed publication by Fischer aG,
a major Beruan book publisher. Fischer wanted to published Whitewash.il 159¢5;)

Belore going to the .{:l:mu ipverts work:d fo: a “etroit puper. Ly recollection of

which and of whether or not he was involved in its fuking ot a sensational picture is
not cleur. i think he was involve:! in obtuining the picture but i': not coertuin and I
huve no reason to believe tim® he was involved in the fuery vy airbrush. Four publi-
cations,well, on: wuas an agency, &i’, ot printy ol tne pleture of Us.uld in nhis back yard
posing .ith the alleged uassassination rifle. Une wus Life iuguzine. Bach of the four uses

of this picture involved air brushing of it to me it con istent with the then offi-
cial story. In one use even the tolescopic aight was airbrushed out so that the rifle
appeared not to have had such & aigﬂ' mounted on it. « more self-destructive iuage of
the intergrity of american journalisw is hard to iragine, but it happened all tour ti{:-eu!
Sach difterent thau the others. sut wy point iu whut uignt the history ol thut assassi-
nation huve been if spoerts had been of minimal hovesty. That books atucks, 1ulo.



