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Configurations

To the Editor:

1 havs just read, with dismay,
Robert Bly's dyspeptlc com-
ments on “Configurations,” by
the Mexican post Octavio Paz.
They reveal more than most
readers would care to know

tuseness—but it Is hard for
lnldmiurafhllpoelrym
indignation. 1 leave

tail of the elephant before him.

The Performing
Self

tent, | wonder, does Poirier
feel that the young luvs little
to learn from their

ject and in alphabetical order,
his mind was being luh!.ly tyr-
jzed. Would a ran-

“A charscleristi of death s

Continued from Page §
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/ Whitewash

To the Editor:
In his review of Harold Weis-

book (“Whitewash™) in The
‘Washington Post:
"I imow," sald Weisberg,

to express
it to the oumerous American
poets who have stated their

indebtedness to Faz to reveal -

how sariously they plan to take

erously rep-
boundby

Bly p-uku fun at.

Paz, in fact, is oot only un-
usually wall-read in Indlan,
Chiness and Japanese poetry
—but has made thesa traditions
living parts of his own varse
< . . Bly, obviously, distrusts
literary experimentation. To
judge by this review, ha dis-
approves of any poetry that
does not emanate “from the
ﬂ-“-"

He is, of course, entitled to
his prejudices. In my opinion,
disq him as a re-

should have moved Bly to re-
spectful silence.
DoMaLD KEENE
New York City.

That is precisely why I agreed
to undertake the review.
Establishment types like Mr
Keene, who know very little
about South American litera-
ture, will choose one well-
pooﬂndpoetllkahzﬂgnnﬂng
entirely such poets as Salvador
Novo, or Lihn or Cardenal or

~~Villaurrutia, or older men like

= Velards), Then, carrying Paz
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da:lﬂodonlhvumhkmtew.

sion's [nvestigation of the Ken-
nedy mnmm) was pub-
lished. above - quoted
:um:snee—iwiﬁch contains four

skeptically received by serious
men.

(I) T did not decide on a
“favorable review” of '"White-

of a intelligence
far removed from mere fashion-
following, 1 do agres with

can be self-limit-
ing, that we should beware of

.1
challenging. Both in the acad-

rebolllm against the disorder
we call order.”

Suhtlety and ntelligence are
manifest on svery page — I do

domness of organization be
more li
Butthuemmmnfm-dh-

ant questions and proposing
new perspectives. I believe that
he puts his emphases in the
right places, and that his new
bmk will prove . mvulunbly
to anyone
ed In contemporary litérature,
tauhlngmd mclety It s itself

by
m of the most originll of our
contemporary critics. B
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Roses fora golden writer.

is the mast womanl
writers. It 15 awful
writer died when she was anly thirty-nine leaving
behind one novel and

urne. " —Book World

"Only now are all of Tess S|nmgr s remarkable
stories collected in one volume. I'm wonderng if
there's & more consistent performance this side of
the Salinger nine. —?ﬁ-hh!phu Inguirer

"Serensdip-itety n. luck: condition of or faculty
. for finding gua imong the pyrite. Example these
stories. To read Tess Slesinger now iv

remember just what fun; just how scute, the urbane
literary sensthility of her tizae wi, —N,.u»swk
OnBeing Told That Her Second Husband Has
Taken His First Lover and Other Stories
by Tess Slesinger
396 puges of golden reding at your biokstore $5.93
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and the most
t this golden

these twelve well-wrought
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