
Harold Weisberg 

Mr. Hedrick Smith 	
3/13/85 

New York Times 
1000 Connecticut kve., NW 

Washington, D.C. 20036 

Dear Mr. Smith, 

The Times' story reporting that intelligence officials hid the Nazi pasts of 

more than 100 scientists triggers recollections of my own days in intelligence that 

may interest the Times or Ms. Linda Hunt or the Bulletin of Atillmic Scientists, for 

neither of whom I have an address. 

In fairness, however, I am certain that a law was passed to permit the immigra-

tion of up to 100 persons a year without regard to the provisions of any laws. While 

this is not the same as hiding pasts of those with much to hide, it does mean that 

bringing those people in was not illegal. 

The reported deception of the State Department is only part of that deception. 

What were called "outpost" records passed through my hands and I then had knowledge 

of where captured records had been hidden, were stored, etc. When State was interested
 

in some of these captured records the military merely lied about them, claiming they 

did not exist. I have a clear recollection of being called back from leave to tell 

the then State intelligence director whose name, I think, was Sam Clouse, where record
s 

of interest were hidden after he had been told they did not exist. 

I am also clear that the military did destroy some records to keep them from 

falling into Soviet hands and I an pretty certain that this included some Gestapo 

membership records. (We then were supposedly allies, with some common interests.) 

If anyone is interested the old OSS records which CIA has and State intelligence 

files should be available under FOIA, without any legitimate "national security" clai
m 

to withhold. 

The military had its own reasons for memory-holing and I could only conjecture 

why. For example, when the partisans captured lquseolini they captured records with 

him. The number 25 sticks in my mind and I'm not certain whether he had 25 suitcases 

or other packages of whether the copies were forwarded as 25 reels of microfilm. I 

believe the records included stock holdimgs and things like that. They were also of 

interest to one whose name I recall as Jean Pajus, an economist with a war agency and
 

I believe French, with an accent. He and I both traced these records to the Pentagon 

and the trail ended there with the denial of their existence. 

Some German and Italian foreign office records were captured and forwarded. I an 

not aware of any disclosures or uses of then. Relating to the then pope, I recall the 

forwarding of see of the records relating to the German ambassador, term von 

Weiszaker (approx.) I recall also the letter to Mussolini from the Italian ambassador
 

to Nicaragua forwarding the request of the founding Samoza for word from Musso on how 

he did it so that Samoza could copy him. 

If anyone has any interest in tracing any of those records I am pretty certain 

that somo German foreign, office records were found hidden in a salt mine at l'arburg. 

Since ely, 
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U
.S. officials concealed N

azi records 
N

ew
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 A
m

erican intelligence officials 
concealed the N

azi records of m
ore than 100 for-

m
er en

em
y scien

tists to try to get th
em

 in
to th

e 
U

nited States after W
orld W

ar II, contrary to a 
presidential order and against the objections of 
th

e S
tate D

ep
artm

en
t, accord

in
g to d

eclassified
 

governm
ent docum

ents. 
T

he docum
ents, disclosed in a m

agazine arti-
cle, reveal th

at A
m

erican
 au

th
orities k

n
ew

 th
at 

m
any of the specialists w

ere "ardent N
azis" im

-
plicated in atrocities, and doctored their dossiers 
to hide this. 

H
ow

 m
any got into the U

nited States because 
of d

ossier ch
an

ges is n
ot clear. N

ot all of th
e 

dossiers w
ere declassified. 

It is also unclear if the State D
epartm

ent w
as 

ab
le to p

reven
t an

y of th
e N

azis from
 en

terin
g. 

D
ossiers w

ere changed to get around anticipated 
State D

epartm
ent objections. 

T
h

e d
ocu

m
en

ts also sh
ow

 th
at am

on
g th

ose 
h

ired
 for A

m
erican

 research
 w

ere several sp
e-

cialists w
ho w

ere later charged w
ith w

ar crim
es 

at N
u

rem
b

erg an
d

 on
e w

h
o w

as con
victed

 an
d

 
sen

ten
ced

 to 20 years in
 p

rison
 for m

ed
ical ex-

perim
ents on prisoners at the D

achau concentra-
tion cam

p. A
t least one of these m

en got into the 
U

nited States. 
A

lso am
ong those w

hose files w
ere upgraded, 

th
e record

s sh
ow

, w
as W

ern
h

er von
 B

rau
n

, a 
m

ajor in the N
azi SS w

ho developed the V
-2 rock-

et in
 w

artim
e G

erm
an

y an
d

 later b
ead

ed
 th

e 
A

m
erican space program

 V
on B

raun, w
ho died in 

1977, w
as in

itially lab
eled

 "
a p

oten
tial secu

rity 
th

reat"
 b

u
t th

e assessm
en

t w
as later revised

 on
 

the request of A
m

erican m
ilitary officials. 

B
etw

een 1945 and 1955, som
e 800 form

er ene-
m

y rocket experts and other specialists —
 and al-

m
ost 2,000 of their dependents —

 w
ere brought 

into the country under an A
m

erican intelligence 
p

rogram
 first called

 O
vercast an

d
 th

en
 P

roject 
P

aperclip. B
y order of P

resident H
arry T

rum
an, 

th
e p

rogram
 w

as b
arred

 to active N
azi P

arty 
m

em
bers or supporters of N

azism
. 
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S
aved

 from
 "

secu
rity th

reat"
 lab

el 

H
ow

ever, docum
ents disclosed in an article to 

ap
p

ear in
 th

e A
p

ril issu
e of th

e B
u

lletin
 of th

e 
A

tom
ic S

cien
tists show

 that officials of the Joint 
In

telligen
ce O

b
jectives A

gen
cy u

n
d

er th
e Join

t 
C

hiefs of Staff had a practice of requesting chang-
es in negative dossiers on specialists they w

anted 
to recru

it T
h

e p
ractice led

 to clash
es w

ith
 S

tate 
D

epartm
ent officials w

ho objected to It, the docu-
m

ents show
. 

T
he B

u
lletin

 is a nonprofit m
onthly m

agazine 
published by the E

ducational F
oundation of N

u- 

clear Science in C
hicago. 

T
h

e article, b
y L

in
d

a H
u

n
t, a rep

orter an
d

 
d

ocu
m

en
tary p

rod
u

cer w
h

o h
as sp

en
t several 

years researching N
azi w

ar crim
inals in the U

nit-
ed 

 
 S

tates, q
u

otes from
 h

u
n

d
red

s of d
eclassified

 
docum

ents obtained through the F
reedom

 of In-
form

ation A
ct. Som

e of the key docum
ents w

ere 
m

ade available to T
h

e N
ew

 Y
ork T

im
es and 

verified independently. 
A

lthough a num
ber of the officials nam

ed have 
sin

ce d
ied

 or can
n

ot b
e located

, som
e of th

e 
events described w

ere corroborated by a form
er 

State D
epartm

ent intelligence official cited in the 
docum

ents. 
"W

e got into several rounds, because it looked 
like they w

ere trying to dum
p" the G

erm
ans into 

the U
nited States, recalled H

erbert J. C
u

m
m

in
p

, 
a form

er assistant chief of the State D
epartm

ent's 
B

ureau of F
oreign A

ctivity C
orrelation. 

N
ow

 retired
 in

 W
ash

in
gton

, M
r. C

u
m

m
in

gs 
confirm

ed that he w
as the unnam

ed State D
epart-

m
ent official cited in the B

u
lletin

 article as hav-
ing "hit the ceiling" after finding discrepancies in 
the records of the P

aperclip scientists. 
A

m
ong those listed in the docum

ents as w
ork-

ing for the A
rm

y A
ir F

orce in H
eidelberg in 1946 

and recom
m

ended for transfer to W
right F

ield in 
O

hio w
as D

r. H
erm

an B
ecker-F

reysing, form
er 

director of aerom
edical research for the G

erm
an 

air force. Shortly afterw
ard he w

as convicted at 
N

urem
berg and sentenced to 20 years in prison 

for a role in
 exp

erim
en

ts on
 D

ach
au

 p
rison

ers 
w

ho died after drinking sea w
ater to test its pota-

bility. 
A

lso listed
 as P

ap
erclip

 recru
its w

ere th
ree 

other defendants charged but later acquitted on 
varying grounds in the so-called M

edical C
ase at 

N
u

rem
b

erg from
 1946 to 1947. W

ash
in

gton
 ar-

ran
ged

 for a fou
rth

 P
ap

erclip
 scien

tist, W
alter 

Schreiber, to be flow
n from

 the U
nited States to 

A
rgentina in 1952 after disclosure of docum

ents 
linking him

 to the N
azi euthanasia program

. 
In

 all. M
iss H

u
n

t rep
orted

 fin
d

in
g revision

s 
elim

in
atin

g th
e secu

rity-risk
 classification

 for 
m

ore than 130 P
aperclip scientists. 


