12/23/75

: ¥r. Hartin Waldron
i 229 W, 23 St.,
New lork, N.Y. 10036

Dear Mo,

A few minutes ago I finished a short conversation with John Urewdson. I returned
his call. I had been in Washington for a phlebitis checkup (the anticoagulent, although
I am more mobile, is increased). Because I am still unable tc érive that distance without
being exhausted for meveral days, a side comment that I think will have relevance. I

used the rathser poor bus.

All John wanted to Jmow is whether I had told him that CBS had paid CLiff
Andrews for an interview. I had heard this. I have no independent recollection of having
told Jolme Or you. Or anyone else. But I would have told anyone working on the story.

Because 1 had no independent recollection I beld John I'd best go over what I
recalled to see if 1t could bring back my source. I did this. He said tnat Rather denied
paying Awdrews. I do not recall the exact words. But I do know that while Rather may
not have, othera may have. The story 1 heard is that Andrews got 1,000 for the interview
in New York, heisted a car in Canada, was rearrested near Calgary, and tried unscueessfully
to hit CBS again thereafter. In telling hinm the story I came to believe that my source
vwas one who had been told this by one who said he hed been +old by Andrews,

As you know I have never beliieved any part of the Andrews story. Jopng says he
has in his note my having told him thdés story. The only sense in which I could have,
having and to John's lmowledge having no possibility of first-hand knowlikige, has to
have bsen for ldm to follow if it interested him. I have never met Cliff. I have never
seen his plcture. I have never had a letter mf or a call from him, In fact as I underw
stand his approach, it specificall mge I am sure John Xnows this. I am also
sure that he knows I am pretty immo and can t have firste=hand knowledge. I am sure
I told him I never believed the Andrews story fPom the first. &nd I can date my icmmiss
first iknowledge precisely. I believe but I am not cortaln that this partioular timing
suggested certain possibilities to we and I mey well have told John what they are.

As I say, John told mo that Rather dended paying Cliff. I did not ask "did anyone
else" or the other possibilities. I merely safd that Andrews is & con man and if I had
to make a cholce between Hathsr's word and Androws' I'd believe Rather. (To whom I've
never tallced and to whom I've written two leitsrs about ethics, unanswired, )

Joha said this is all he wanted to know and that was the end of the conversation.

Oncs again his entire mucger za well as his words troubled we. Bven the way he
pat it o my wife when he called at 1315 p.u., that ne would like me to csll him when
I "reappear." She told me this when I walked in the door and the word is in her written
reninder, '

Haybe John is just trying to eliminate what he mmkX can eliminate from what he
is woridng on. But the other poasibility is why I write this, close to immediately,
for the record, I tried to phone you and you were either not in or did not answer. It
was approximately 5:30=5145,

You know I wondered why the Times sent three reporters to Bud, lnowin: he had
been too busy to be active in the case for some time, while not finding time to send
one to the ‘resc coaference I had té make avaibable new FBI materials I obtalned under
FOIA, Now I wonder asoout this as it relates to me.
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deither, including John's "That's all I wanted to know," 15 consistent with
atrﬁ@t Journaliam, Nor is indﬁ.ffermco when the Times Washington Burean got o release,
hand-dslivered, about wy offer of this new evidence and it had the same thing on the
oity news wire.

Kaybe this is much ado about nothing, Haybe it is just fiohn's menner and some
arcane journalistic concepts in your Washington burewau. I'a taking this time because
I think there is a reasonable interpretation that-it is not.

If you care to cémmunicate this to anyone alse at the Times, including what
followa, please do.

My veldsf, which I'd rather have not be the Tact, is that this is intendad
as an attack on me and for this use in the Tiges,

There is a long hbstory between me and the Times and its attitude toward the
ailde &f controbersial issues on which it mnad I are, its record and mine and i%s rocord
with regard to we and my work as well as the facility with which it finds non-exparts
for defamaticns. More that under the ciroumstences I think it bost net to tell you or
anyone else. But I $hink if this comes to an iesue, 23 it will if the Timea dofames me
for doing no more than paseing on 2 tip anybody peat idndsrgarton shonld lmow acould
have been no more and was-intanded as no more, I will seol counsels I think that with
a long history it will crmoss the malice line, if it hasn't alrendy. If 1t comes to this,
as I once discussed with John in asicing him to keep full notes on what &a was learning,
the Times will find that I have fairly full rccords that nobody at the 3iues has. {The
occaséion, by the way, was when John called me from “alifomnda 4o toll me that the
shrink to whon Eay went gave him an analysis that exactly coindldsd with the one that
L had given Jobn and that “erold Frank had shown $his shrink FSI reports denied the
Ray defense even under the mandate of the 6th sorouwit count of upgeels, for a “full
scale judicial inquiry," apprrox. We d1d sok for these things on discobery, as the court
and our records will ghow, and wers rofused =long after they were made mvedieble to
anyens of sycophantic predisposition. Thus a ge part of my C.d.75-1395.)

All of this began when I suggested the existence of a legitimate story to you.
At that time I had never spoken to John. 4s you know & askec nothing in return. is I have
sinee told you, from what + knew of you of the past I spent what for me is a considerable
sum with no possibility of eny kind of bemefit to me in an offort to bs s helpful =s
1 could be to the Tipes.As you also know L have offered the Tines, thugh you, egelusives
where I have no conrlict of interest and again asking notning in return. When I have
large debte and no regular incone selfishness in this is nat engily atiributed to e,

Ae o aatter of fact. I have elsc told you that John did not read Pos Horten when
it was taken from you and given $o him, Nor did he over get back to me except for a
single irrelevant question he phoned me from, he gaid,C¥3ifornis. Thers is in tils book
eccurate sclentific date knowludge of wileh Lo could use in She Wing cuses He also did
not tell wo either thell he hod not coapleted thisoassignent or had been taken off of
it, which lisdited and handicapped me, as we have discusged.

As of this minute I will stahd on any representation I have ever medo to anyone
on the Tiues as a matter of my own personil kmowledge, as distinguished from reports
that reached me that I ppssed on under eircumstances that wake it obvious it could not
be personal knowledge. Andrews is an example od this,

I write you not to involve you. But when I spoke to Hedrifk Smith about iwo
difierent things that by normal standards would be considered legitimate news, he told
me, without any discussion with we, X appréxinately, that he has trust in his men and
leaves these nutters up to tiwm. Under this formulstion I felt he did not want me to
go further and I didn't. These had to do with the spontaneity of Levi's announcement of
an Muvestigation" (on wilcihx John told me Horek would caelleand Horrock didn't - and

David Belin's agreement with me after our debate in asking a Congressional JFK investigation
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After supper. It has bien about 10 days since John last callcd ze. He then told
me that the next day the DJ or FBI was going to show him what they have withheld from
e since 1 ¥iled for it 4/15/75 and sued for it when Levi did not respond to ny 5/5/%5
appeal some tize agh. If John is the kind of reporter who has no questions hbout this
and haskst asiwod for/fheparation for this ezamination and from what he told me hadn't
read what could have prepared him, that is his affair. If the Tines if the kind ci paper
that goes into news seeldng on major events in this unprepared wanner or wants or
directs ofV tolerates its people doing it, that is the Llimes' affalr. But I did of feyr
John pruparation and I did addvess what the government was doing to the media in the
pross ccaference for which © e Tines had no staffer when it oould epare thvee, after
aorual hours, to seek Hud out. That was taped and filmed and thars widd be no questions
about facts or affers or selfishnessmesss I went o all this tronble and then, to the
vress that did not have the gumption, offered it free.

I am reminded that when Daniels beat his breast and prayed to the high
heavens over the Bay of, Pizs and I wrote and acked for his Dull text I gob no respoase.
L¢ the Tiwo wants to 8% eithor the tall or the closost thing %o the KEeE feil ab ooomnt
officialdom, it surely has the vight - if its nose works = to claup the nosc and sorvo
'Bb.'ls and,.

(I's reminded of 1937 and not Daniels hut Daniell, when 1 was phoned in a hintey—
land as the only sober parson who could be trmated =~ I was vorking® what Daniell broke
a woman's lag in %o do what she did not want done. At 3 a.m. I couldn't getfa
doctor. I found a vet,

But I did offer the Times what I knew, what i had and what I had just received
that was relevant and then and thereaiter, speeilifally in the previous couveasation
uith Jobn, and it was nct £it to print whereas what I suspeet seems to be, when it is
not relevant st in any réjpresentation of sither a legitinate story of the facta of the
cases 4nd as you know I not cnly asked nothing for this, I didn't even asg your
assurances of ths recovery of sy expenses whon < undertook to help. I kaow of aobody on
the Tiges who is not paid. i have asd no reguiar incomw, cectainly no salacy, for more
than a aﬂﬂ&dﬁo

You, persenslly, kuow that I offered the {imes eclusively what , obtainad with
no requeast for compenSation. You know that ghere were other offars I nado, had nccested,
and ssked no more than the actual xeroxing costs, to thls day not paid,

There is nothing personal in this, as I'm sure you kuow. it ie Jjust thet there
1s nobody else on this on the Times I have any reason to have faith in, I think it is a
wrotthed business, I think also that when 1 am 111 and can't keep up with work that is
important to me it is abusive to take my time even when I'm aslesp or supposed to oe
to get as close to the root of the federal tail as possibvle while pretending othsre
wise to me,

The State of Tennessee saw fit to dleperee with Henry Halle's services in this
case. The TRl saw £1t %5 lot Robert ¥rugier retire whon he la younger ead In better
health than “. Neither of these developments seems to have been news fit to print. Nod
was it when Haile, in the presence of a witness, personally threatened me Lecause of my
Work in this case,

n

If John's alleged checldng of no more them sn uncgfirmed report L .passed on id

of a sudden news vhen 211 else I have done is not, then we will a situation
about which I'll sec what, if anything, I can 40y yhen the time comes.

#hen I ealled Synday gnid you were asleep ~ rad several purposes. Those I recall
have to do with ofiers without request for coupensation for the work I wad: to you, By
then L had received seversl approaches. While nothing way come of any, I felt obligated
to inform you. Another had to do with an FOIA suit I'd mum ncver gotten arbund to
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starting. I rcmenbei.‘dit then, thought it coukid make 2 story, your youngest could have p
handled it, ao I callod to see 1F you wanted it, I hsve dnitiated it,There is no pog=
sible ancwer tlad does sot hold tiw possibilities of a dacent story.

To the reporter with uhose enployer there «ay be a real rrospect I said that I
had beon askea to hang loose until the Tirst of thesyear and had agrmedd I also tolg
hin that I wouli, if g his people davalope an interest, walt only a faw days aftar tha
firgt. 0 ' .

Sothdng personal, Ho. Hopofuily, this 1o a corplete -aste of time. But if I thought
it wan I'd not be wasting it.

Again interruptions. 3ed tdmeplus.

If it 48 o more tran an inept way of expressing himself vohn plcked a very bad
day for this xind of thiing. I've been out of the hospital for two months. buring that
tize the level of entieccagulent prescribad, after a temporary reduction of a sixth, was
today increased to what it was last week, tlrse times the level prescriveu wheu i was
dischargeds What + have can b: not only serious but fatel. I've lost rest I regpive fiom
John'a thougttlessness or arrogance. I askea and received and expect vothing for this,
I'm prepared to try to be as helpful topnyone, ineluding ATines peovle, as I can be and
without cny quid pro gho,

But 1'm not preparea to accept in silence any. more of this wird of wbuse,
whether or x not it ever appears in iype. There zay well be a liadt té what I can do.
But by now, as I think you have seen, there is 40 liuwdu to what I am willing to try, I
do not want tu, btut i< 1 kave to, L'11 zake o bopte I I wore aut 411 this would be
the case. If wiat I wuspect, nasty cusiness contrived seaiet tud and re, twns ocut to
b2 the reality, there is no iliness short of what I do not expect, total incapacity,
that will deter what eifort 1 can and will nsla. ‘

In none of this do + presune that you are or can control the Yizess I write you
for these rcasonz: I trus: you ag s more than conpPtent teportar aud es an hooest aan;
there is nobady ekse with whom I have ds this story oi whom 1 can honestiy or
reasonablgeaay this (2t the Times); and I think that soveone therewoucht wani a paper of
its mput;gisn to be a bit more than & givernuent gacholae,

i hope Lil ha: tdee in the morndag to road and correct this becuuse I now
won't % it will go out in the morning,

a way %o wind up with the sincerc hope that Fou have a good ysar ahead,

Sincaraly,
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12/28/75 P.S.

I'n sorry if I seem to be taking anger or disappointment out on youf. This is
not my intent. Amd I realize John can say that he was werely checking to see if I had
sométhing. However, that would have had mores credibility at the time I passed the report
on to him for him to investigate. It was a matter of no consequence to me or I'd have
made a note of it and would have been able to get it out and read it. Likewise does it
seem that at the time it appeared to be of no consequence to John, or he'd then have
asked me my source ofVsources. Another is not imposaible and if it is true it would be
a dependable source. At the time it just made no ddfference to me. CBS has a long history
of this, paying people to talk. Even staging news. Alvays with bad poople.

What does make a difference 1s that I can't think of a single decent, honest fair
Job of reperting on any political-assassination stories that originated with tk¢ Times'
national desl or DC bureau. There have been infrequent decent reporting jobs, far less
than was justified, by metro desk reporters.

At every time there seems to be some new information not favorable to corrupt
government on this subject the national desk comes to its rescue. Its record of ths sup-
pression of what by normal standards are legitimate stories is incredible and incredbily
long. regardless of who presides. Post Mortem, for exauple, anc the lesass than honest
way in which John dealt with me on 1t.éyolm knew his national desk wanted a story he'd
have had no trouble finding one. I've you the appendix pages I had noted for him to
make this easy.

For a dogzen years it has been no more than an ajjunct of corruption in governmment,

The exceptions are when someone like you worked on the King case. You can reread
sone of those stories with pride. So can deiferman and others. In fact, this is one of
the things John argued with me, when I said the contempgraneous r=fffing was excellent.

I can't think of anything he didn't argue with me except that the shrink confirmed oy
amateur analysis of Jimmy.

Again I lay awake last night after 3=4 hours of sleep. The prescribed pill didn't
worke. I knew I'd need it. Between doging thereafter % I did think about this. I suppose
thers ars a cocbination of factors involved in the depth of my feeling. One is the
traditional view I hold of the preas and its responaibilities. Another is what I am certain
all this corruptiony has done to the country, especially to the young. This kind of
reporting/non~reporting becomes a new kind of McCaf¥thyism. The corruptions spreadsp and
the same corrupiers do the same in other areas and get away with it because the same
press fails to espose/report it. The same John, too, when I told him he was being had on
his Hosenko story. I was right. On another subject he'd have been anxious to check it out,
On this he was satisfied he had good sources. Even though there came a time when he ade
mitted he is avare that the government wants very much to get favorable stories in the
Times. His diligence in defense of his calling and his paper's integrity is reflected in
his not checking out a single one of these things about which he admitted an awareness
of the poassibllityof deception., On no other story would he X not if he had available means.

S0 I suprose all my feelings ares magnified by what 1 see hapoening to the country.

. 1 see a growing suthoritarianism made possible_by the abdicatding press. This boiks down

in individuals, who have sons and daughters, I time their sons and daughters, some, will
come to understand and to feel what their gnthgra have done, not with respect and tion.
One minor incident of this is within my recent experience. The kids tﬂaryland asked me -
to appear #m in a benefot for them to raise woney so they could exercise their Constitutional
rights. I agreed but said I couldn't drive there. Among themselves one valunteered. Nice kid.
1'd never met him before. He wanted to stop off so his mother, who had read some of my work,
could meet me. She is a war bride, apparently, who cheishes the great improvement she finds
here, It happens that the father sells something we need and I said I'd buy it from him. what
happened instead iz that the father felt even an unknown relationship of purely commercizl
nature gould interfere with his business with the government and ordered his son to drop

out of that student groups The son had to do it. It was not easy on him., The others hold

him in contemptes If it is but one minor tragedy it is sypptomatic of what troubles me
much in all of this. I've seen much of it over the years.
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