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!r. Martin Waldron 
New York Times 
229 W. 23 et., 
New York, N.Y. 10036 

Dear Mo, 

A few minutes ago I fieiehed a short conversation with john erewdson. I returned 
hie cell. I had been in Washington for a phlebitis checkup (the anticoagulent, although 
I am more mobile, is increased). Because I am still unable to drive that distance without 
being exhausted for several days, a side comment that I think will have relevance. I 
used the rather poor bus. 

All John wanted to know is whether I had told him that CBS had paid Cliff 
Andrews for an interview. I had heard this. I have no independent recollection of having 
teed Joie:. Or you. Or anyone else. 3ut I would have told anyone eorking on the story. 

Because I had no independent recollection I told John I'd best go over writ I 
recalled to see if it could bring back my source. I did this. He enid that Rather denied 
paying Avdrewa. I do not recall the exact words. But I do know that while Rather may 
not have, others may have. The story I heard to teat Andrews got $1,000 for the interview 
in hew York, heisted a car in Canada, was rearrested near Calgary, and tried unecueessfully 
to hit CBS again thereafter. In telling bin the story I came to believe that my source 
was one who had been told this by ono who said he hm•: been told by Andrews. 

As you know I have never boleaved aay part of the Andrews story. Jo Y101 says he 
has in his note my having told him this story. The only sense in which I could have, 
having and to John's knowledge having no possibility of first-proud knowledge, has to 
have been foe him to follow if it interacted him. I have never met Cliff. I have never 
seen his picture. I have never had a letter a or a call from hie. In fact as I under 
Stand his aperoaah, it apecifioalleceioludee me. I an cure John 411WIWS this. I am also 
sure that he knows I em pretty immobile and can t have first-hand knowledge. I an sure 
I told him I never believed the Andrews story f'l'ow the first. And I can date my keuxexe 
first knowledge precisely. I believe but I am ant ourtain that this particular timing 
suegeeted certain possibilities to we and I may well have told John what they are. 

As I say, John told me that Rather denied spaying Cliff. I did not ark "did anyone 
else" or the other possibilities. I merely said that Andrews is a eon man and if I had 
to make a choice between ktathr's word and Andrews' I'd believe Rather. (To whom I've 
never talked and to Wee) I've written two 1,Ltere about ethics, unanswered.) 

John said this is all he wanted to know ann that was the end of the conversation. 
Once again his entire eneuer ae well us his eords troubled oe. Even the was  he 

put it to Ey wife when he ealled at 1115 poll., that ho youed like me to call his ellen 
I "reappear." She told me this when I walked in the door and the word is in her written 
reminder. 

Aaybe John is just trying to eliminate what he esti can eliminate from what he 
is working on. But the other possibility is why I write this, close to immediately, 
for the record. I tried to phone you and you were either not in or did not answer. It 
was approximately 5:30-5145. 

You know I wondered why the Times sent three reporters to Bud, knowire he had 
been too busy to be active in the cane for some time, while not finding time to send 
one to the ereso conference I had to peke available new FBI materials I obtained under 
PO1A. Now I wonder about this as it relates to we. 



.4either, including John's "That's all I wanted to keow," ie consistent with strAght journalism. Nor is inciFifferenoe whet the 'flees Washington Bureau got a release, hand-delivered, about esy offer of this new evidence and it mac the same thing on the eity news wire. 

itayee this is such ado about nothing. eaybe it is just Aohn's manner and some arcane journalistic concepts in your Washington bureveu. 	tai.e.ag  teis time because I think there is a reaeoeable interpretation that-it is not. 
If you care to coemunicate thin to anyone ales at the Tiees, including what follows, please do. 

My belief, which I'd rather have not be the fact, is that this is inteadeti as as ateaen or me and for this use in t: Ti.lees. 
There is a long hestory between me and the '.1 inees and its attitude toward the side 6f controtersial issues on which it end I ere, its record end nine and its record with regard to ee and my work es well as the facility with which it finds non-experts for defamations. wore that under the circumstances I think it host not to tell you or anyone else. But I teink if this coees to an issue, as it trill if the Times defames me for doing no more than passing nn e tip anybody Tent '.d.ndsreart:In should exiow could have been no more and was •intended as no more, I will week counsel. I thiah. Clips L sith a lone history it will crepes the malice line, if it hasn't alrende. If it cotes to this, as I once diseuseed with John in asking him to keep full notes on whatAt was learning, the Times will find that have fairly full rccordn that nobody at the 4ieee has.(,The occastion, by the way, was when John called me from .̀a.lifounia to tell mu that the shrink to whom Ikay went gave him 	aralysia that exactly coincided eith the one that I had given John and that eurold Frank had shown this shrink FBI reports denied the Bay defense even under the mandate of the 6th ooreuit court of apeeels, for a "full scale judicial inquiry," aperox. We din ask for thaws things on diecoteery, as the court and our records will shoe, and were refueed -lone after they were made available to anyone of sycophantic predisposition. Thus a yr part of my C.A.75-ten3.) 
All of this began when I sueeested the existence of a legitimate story to you. At that time I lied never ripoicen to John. ea you 'eow 1  asakec nothing in return. As I have since told you, from what 1  knew of you of the oast I spent what for me is a considerable sum with no possibility of any kind of benefit to me in en effort to be as holpfel es I could be to the Tiges.As you also know 1 have offered tee Timee, tekut)o you, eAclusives ti 	 where I 'nave no conflict of interest and again asking nothing in return. When I have large debts and no regular income selfiehnens in this is net ensely etsributed to Le. 
Ae mutter of fact. I have also told you that John did not read Peet horten when it was taken from you and given to his. Nor did he over get eack to me except for a single irrelevant question he phonod ea froze, hesalenalifornia. there is in this book eceurats seientific datakr.o-eledee 	whice ha could use in tl cs Aden. case. :de also did not tell me either theif he hat: not complete:: tirieeassigameet or has been taken off of it, which limited and keedicapped me, as wc have discussed. 
Aer of this minute I will stand on any representation I have ever cads to anyone on the Times as a matter of ny own personkl knowledge, as distinguished from reports that reached me that I plasid on under circumstances that eako it obvious it could not be personal knowledge. Andrews is an example od this. 
I write you not to involve you. But when I spoke to liedritk emitn about two difnerent things teat by normal standards woule be considered legit:is-ate flews. he told me, without any discussion with ue, X approximately, that he has trust in his non and leaves these :Lettere up to tilers. Under this fee: Lunation I felt he did not nest no to kg.) further and I didn' 4. These had to do with the spontaneity of Levi's announcement of an "Investigation" (on whicelix John told me Hon& would call-and elorrock didn't - and David Bolin 's agreement with se after our debate in asking a Congressional JFK investization. 



After supper. It has ben about 10 days since Cohn last call, d me. lie then told me that the next day the DJ or FDI was going to show him what they hese oithbrld from me since I filed for it 4/15/75 and sued for it when Levi did not respond to n  5/5/75 appeal come time age. If John is the kind of reporter who has no questions about this and Smoked eeked for*eparation for this examination and from what he toie se hadn't read what ceeld have prepared him, that is his affair. If the Times if the kind ee paper that goes into news seeking on major events in this unprepared Leveler or wants or directs of'/ tolerates its people doing it, that is the Times' affair. eut 1 did offer eobn pruparation and I die address what the govarnmont eaa doing to the nedia in the prose ceefereece for which t e Titles had no staffer when it could spare three, after normal hours, to seek Bud out. That was taped and filmea and there will be no questions about facts or ofeera or selfishnessasee. I went to all this trouble and then, to the press that did not have the gumption, offered it free. 
I am reminded that when 41a.Ten Daniels beat his breast and prayed to the high heavens over the flay ofefies and I wrote and aekoe fbz his full text I got no respcaas. 11 the iieee wantsto.ikre 0-thee the tail or the cloaost thine to the teak tail of errant officialdom, it surely hae the right-if its noes wores - to cLnep the noac and sane this and. 

(I'm reminded of 1937 and not Daeieln but Daniell, when 1 was phoned in a hinter-land as the only cober pereoe who oonld be treated.. I was workiree vhe* Daniell broke a woman's leg in trying to do what she did not want done. At 3 a.m. I couldn't get/e doctor. I found a vet.) 

But I did offer the Linea what I 4116W, what . had an ...hat I had just received that was relevaat and than aad thereafter. apeeliefally in the erevioue conversation with iohn, and it wee not fit to print whereas what I suspeet seems to be, whoa it is not relevant at in any rlimesantation of either a legltieate story 02 the facta or the cane. And as you know I not only asked nothing for this, I didn't evee ale your assurances of the recovery of my erpenses when i undertook to help. I keow of nobody on the fiesta who is not paid. i have had no regu_ur income, eeotainly no seine', for more than a decade. 

You, personally, know that I offered the ..qmes °elusively went obtained with CD request for coapeneation. You know that (there were other of; are I eado, had aceeetede  and asked no more then the actual xexoxine coats, to this day not paid. 
There is nothing personal in this, as I'm sure you know. it is just that there is nobody else on this on the Tines I have any reason to have faith in. I think it is a wretched business. I think also that when 1  am ill and can't xeep up with work that is important to me it is abusive to taxe my tine even when I'm asleep or suppoireu to tee to get an close to the root of tee federal tail as poseiele while pretending other-wise to me. 

The State of Tenewee saw fit to di peens with Teary lee: he's eervices in this case. The rr saw fit te lot Roeert elezier retire veee he :e younger gad in bettor health than a.. Neither of these developments seems to have been news fit to print. Not was it when Haile, in the presence of a witness, personally threatened me eecause of Ay work in this case. 
n Ii John's alleged choceing of no more than nn uncefirmed reporel.pessed on i* all/of a sudden news ...hen all else I have done is not, then we will Atiaa a situation about which I'll se what, if anything, I oan do; when the time comes. 

ellen I caliert btmday end you were amloep - had several purpoees. Those I recall have to do with ofoere without request for coeeeesation for the wore I load. to you. By thee 1 had received several approaches. ehile nothing; eay come of any, I felt obligated to inform you. Another had to do with an FOIA suit I'd MC never gotten around to 



ed starting. I ri=enbor it then, thought it could make a story, your youngest could have handled it, 30 I callod to aee if you wanted it. I hove initiated it.Thore is no pos-sible an.oar tout does not hola: ti11 poibilitiaa of a de giant story. 
To the roportor with ..iota omployer there oay be a real prospoct I said. that I had been askoo to hang loose until the first of thia,year and had agroed! I also told him that i woul, if g his people devaAope an intoreat, wait only a few days aftor the fioet. 

440thing paraonaI, j o. hopofualy, this{ in a cntplcAs ..iaatc of tins. But if I thought it was VI not be wasting it. 
Again iatorruptiono. jaa taeoplaa. 
If it is no sore tran an ins t way of expressing nimself -1ohn picked a very bad day for this kind of thiog. I've b€.en out of the hospital for two months. During that time the level of aoti-coagulont prescribed, after a temporary reouotion of a sixth, was today increased to wrnt it wao lent week, tame tamee the iovel orevoricea whoa 4 wan iischarged. chat a hava can by not only serious but fatal. I'vo lost rent 1 racipira loom John's thoua?tleasnoso or arToaanoe. I aokaa ane received and expeot nothing ior aria. I'm prepared to try to be as helotul tolanyone, iacludina 'Times neoole, as I can be and without ony quid pro qaor  
But I'm not prepareo to accept in aileoca any more of this ',and of abuoa, whether or is not it ever appears in type. There icy well be a unit  to what 1 can do. But by now, as i thinK you have seen, taore is oo limit to what I au uillino  to try. do not want to, but if 1 have to, I'll :Lake u tog. If I wore aJt ill tfds oouoa bo the cane. If loalt I ouspect, :.ratty ioosiaosa coatrivad toxioct lazd aad as, turro cot to bo tho reality, there is 0 illaese 000rt of w%at I do not 7pm:et, total incaoncity, that will doter what effort I can and will oalza. 
In none of thia do a proiume tilit you are or can control the Tiaras. I write you for these roaaona: I trus, you an a aore thon comp tent are sorter and as an huaeat oan; there is nobody ekse with whom I have doaityta tine story of whoa I can honeetly or reaconaoisroay this lit  the Times); and I think that sa.eone thereowaaht -oani; a piper of its reputrAisn to be a bit core than A oUvarnaant caoholo. 
I hopo 1411 	Line ixc t'se wrning to road and correct this becauao I nou 

.4.on't and it will go out in too morni000. 

1:41 a way to wind up with the aiocoru hope that you have a good year ahead, 

Sincaraly, 



■11 

12/24/75 P.S. 

I'm sorry if I seem to be taking anger or disappointment out on you,. This is 
not my  intent. Amd I realize John can say that he was werely checking to see if I had 
something. However, that would have had mores credibility at the time I passed the report 
on to him for him to investigate. It was a matter of no consequence to me or I'd have 
made a note of it and would have been able to get it out and read it. Likewise does it 
seem that at the time it appeared to be of no consequence to John, or he'd then have 
asked no my source oft sources. Another is not imposeible and if it is true it would be 
a dependable source. At the time it just made no iifference to me. CBS has a long history 
of this, paying people to talk. Even staging news. Always with bad people. 

that does make a difference is that I can't think of a single decent, honest fair 
job of reperting on any political-assassination stories that originated with tea Times' 
national des]. or DC bureau. There have been infrequent decent reporting jobs, far less 
than was justified, by metro desk reporters. 

At every time there seems to be some new information not favorable to corrupt 
government on this subject the national desk cornea to its rescue. Its record of the sup- 
pression of what by normal standards are legitimate stories is incredible and incredbily 
long. regardless of who presides. Post eortem, for exaeple, ae- the lease than honest 
way in which John dealt with me on it. Ifiiohn knew his national desk wanted a story he'd 
have had no trouble finding one. I've iZlet you the appendix pages I had noted for him to 
make this easy. 

For a dozen years it has been no more than an asijunct of corruption in goverment. 
The exceptions are when someone like you worked on the King case. You can reread 

some of those stories with pride. So can 14eiferman and others. In fact, this is one of 
the things John argued with no, when I said the contemporaneous reiging was excellent. 
I can't think of anything he didn't argue with me except that the shrink confirmed Sy 
amateur analysis of Jiemy. 

Again I lay awake last night after 3-4 hours of sleep. The prescribed pill eien't 
work. I knew I'd need it. Between dozing thereafter g I did think about this. I suppose 
there are a coebination of factors involved in the depth of my feeling. One is the 
traditional view I hold of the press and its responsibilities. Another is what I am certain 
all this corruption, has done to the country, especially to the young. This kind of 
reporting/non-reporting becomes a new kind of McCarthyism. The corruptions spread$ and 
the same corrupters do the same in other areas and got away with it because the same 
press fails to expose/report it. The same John, too, when I told him he was being had on 
his Nosenko story. I was right. On another subject he'd have been anxious to check it out. 
On this he was satisfied he had good sources. Even though there came a time when he ad- 
mitted he is 'leave that the government wants very much to get favorable stories in the 
rqmes. Eis diligence in defense of his calling and his paper's integrity is reflected in 
his not checking out a single one of these things about which he admitted an awareness 
of the poaeibilityof deception. On no other story would he k not if he had available moans. 

So I SU:c.V030 all my feelings are maeelfied by what i see heeeening to the country. 
I see a growing authoritarianism made possibleeby the abdicating press. This boils down 
in individuals, who have sons and daughters. I time their eons and daughters, some, will 
come to understand and to feel what their gathers have done, not with respect and pdmiration. 
One minor incident of this is within my recent experience. The kids eldaryland hail asked me 
to appear is in a benefot for them to raise eoney so they could exercise their Constitutional 
rights. I agreed but said I couldn't drive there. Among themselves one valunteered. Nice kid. 
I'd never met him before. He wanted to stop off so his mother, who had read some of my work, 
could meet me. She is a war bride, apparently, who chrtshes the great improvement she finds 
here. It happens that the father sells something we need and I said I'd buy it from him. chat 
happened. instead ie that the father felt even an unknown relationship of purely commercial 
nature could interfere with his busineos with the government and ordered his son to drop 
out of that student group. The son had to do it. It was not easy on him. The others hold 
him in contempt. If it is but one minor tragedy it is sypptomatic of what troubles me 
much in all of this. I've seen much of it over the years. 
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