
2/8/75 

Dear Peter, 

Thanks for taking the time. You confirm what I suspected, to the degree you know 
it. If it was about that particular incident, it was this strange oharaster Litton. I 
have a copy of what he sent the Times (not you personally) and it was in 1968. 

1 am quite proud that even behind my back so few claims of inaccuracy have been 
made. 1'o date not one to my face and no single complaint of unfairness. With the volume 
of work I've printed and with the like of Buie in direct confrontation and Foreman 
fleeing it, not a bad record. 

And I'm glad that there was no problem for you, that Jerry got it twisted. That 
is what bothered me. 

I'm glad you included a copy of the story because while I remember it well, with 
your usual care you had picked up the confirmation I had. I did not single-source. 

I was aoeurate. The FBI was not. Their other inaccuracies precluded a definitive 
denial to you because it would have made a controversy about the other errors. 

Ind in all of this nobody asked how the FBI could have been so wrong, or was this 
a way to run an investigation, with so many unasked and unanswered questions. 

This has gotten me to thinking. I read the mail when it came after midday and the 
recollections are on my mind. I want to record them because I do not keep a journal and 
some of it is topical today. It will also be a way of saying that while I am taken to 
be one who overstates, the contrary is generally true. Those knoeing lees about the data 
are not always in a good position to evaluate. 

I remember note only the story but the circumstances surrounding it. I dig not 
tell this in the next book, which recoutis in xeroxes of the official documents the 
sudden rush to got that camera back into official hands and in the Archives, whence none 
could get it save by suit. However, when it was relevant to nothing the same government 
that siezedRuth Paine's camera refused to return it to her. 

There was a Minority Report show on Channel 5, later syndicated, to which all the 
Comeission members and most of the lawyers had been asked. All declined. But the show had 
much impact and was syndicated. prior to the syndication the staff asked for and was 
given a Majority Report show. Fairness doctrine notion. 

I learned about it, knew of the rejected invitations, and wrote WHEW-TV that when 
reciprocal courtesies were extended, as the senior member of the minority I would accept. 

They called me up laughing and said if I really wonted to face a gang-up I was on. 
Same ground rules, preliminary discussion to agree the night of December 5, taping the 
next night. I broke off a pleasant evening with Liiangiacomo Feltrinelli and Bileniero 
Orlando and went to the station to find myself alone. The Commiasion staff retuned to 
debate .re in a gang-up. 

But I'desieected this to happen. So, I arranged two things: not to release the 
book prior to the taping so I'd not blow what I had, of which this FBI report and the 
pictures were not Jel my view the most sienificant; and to give the break to a friend who 
had been kinder to me than any other communicator, Jack Maphney, then of WCAU, Philadelphia. 
His show was aired the night before your story appeared. And I did it. 

But at the time the government decided that it just had to get that camera in its 
bands the book was not out. The printer had it and prior to that there had been only four 
serox copies. I know where they went. I did not send one to J. Edgar Hoover, However, before 
the printer had copy Hoover undertook to respond to charges I'd not yet made. I never could 
get a copy of his release from the FBI, but the Times printed it verbatim. 

The timing of the rush to gpt the camera is in these documents in Photographic 
Mbitewaehe You will see there that blank receipts were signed for it and it was hand-carried. 
They just did get it into official hands before the book was out. Lai. 

2Oove knew in advance the content of that book. I can't believe that ilareison Salim- 
bury, ike ooney, 'well or Channel 5 gave him a copy. "t is eRsier to believe that there 
was fooling with the mail. The copies I sent my'' 	n agent had these problems. What I 
sent first class never did reach him, What I sent enured never failed. I have comnunica-
tions with hits on this. Pretty much the same coat me 0ritish publication of the first book, 
also established by dated comnunciations from him and a publisher. 
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There was a fair amount of this. Twice with two German publishers. 

The late Saint Edgar was pretty uptight about it. I did not then know that the CIA 
was curious enough to take its own steps. I learned this the next years, ae I now recall. 
I have records of the entire business. 

6o, if I can t be curtain about the ::ounce, I am of the fact, that Hoover knew 
them (=tent of thenew book and undertook to answer it while it was unpublished and 
when it was in publisher hands; and that the rush to get they camera was so great, the 
procedures so unorthodox, they had to know their deadline, which I'd not announced. 

Your story reports part of this rush. The next book published all the records I 

could got. 

The inference of surveillance and interference is not, I think, unreasonable. In 
other cases I know it is fact. 

It was impossible to do more checking than I did, in part becense the government 
had gotten rid of the camera. In the next book you'll find one particular picture with 
the same history only with that they had to got it back several times. t has never been 
published. I could not locate a duplicate of the camera. Finally I did,'after such more 
than a year. I did check with my camera shop. The FBI would not even gives: me a published 
press release. hoover never answered me on,aanvtjaig.kjhat I wrote was accurate. The re-
enactment by the FBI was a third lees in time than the time attributed to the crime. 
The 1031 knew the Zapruder film had been cut and frames removed. It was silent about it, 
before I brought it to light and afterward. Lieboler at least on the Gommission staff 
knew it and he, toe, was silent. 1 have since learned of other and vital excisions. 

Understand those are in the original, after it left 

The man is dead and it now uaeea no difference, but Zapruder lied to you. He gave 
me an accurate amouut of those things of which he'd talk, like the number of showings 
he had for agents and when they brought people in to Dee the copy ho had, one of the 
original Dallas, dupes. (Copies appeared to have been pirated in the original processing.) 
Where he wouldn t talk is about money, how much he got. 4t was more than the official 

story of 525,000, which he gave away. He would not say how much and he would not produce 
his contract and Life had already covfinned to mo that it was enormously more. He would not 
let me tape the interview and I didn't sneak a tape but I made notes immediately. 

You correctly understand my intention, to present the evidence I can and to let 
people do thoir awn thinking. I know of nobody who has over presented as much in facsimile 
I would do more if it were possible. I mean financially possible. I have the stuff in 
hand and it in irrefutable. Especially what the Commission did not have. 

Perfection is not a state of man. On fact I do strive for it. Ny books are rough 
drafts because there is too much I feel won't get done unless I do it, so I press an to 
other matters. I never avoid confrontation on fact and in recent years I have been doing 
my beat to arrange it. You should have seen this in Whitewash IV, where I dared charges 
of perjury against me. Not, I add, for the first time. 1n confidence until it happens I 
UAW tell you of the next. It is less than two weeks away. 

In Civil Action 2301-70 I sued for the spectrographic analyses. In what is not 
perDury only if it is all semantics, the government deceived Sirica, who was willing enough 
to be deceived. Tao cane went to the Supreme Court and is one of film cited in the Senate 
debates on amending the law (5/30.74) as requring change in that exemption. The Senate is 
specific: it is overriding that decision. 

as coon as I got the more iemediato of the Ray work off my back I started exhausting 
my administrative remedies all over again. They have been stonewalling. If we do not have 

'tha HHIII 
what I seek the day the amended law become effective, that day I will file a new suit. If 
I can find the coney I'll have a press conference and copies of all the papers I'll be 
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giving the court. Lewis is doing his preparatory work now and I've drafted for him a 
lengthy affidavit to bo attached. Attached to the affidavit will be documents, proofs. 

The government will have and no has what I regard as serious problems. If they 
give me what I ask for they admit deliberate fraud in the Warren sport and on the basis 
of all the records outside the FBI (those I've not peen) deceetion of the Comeission. 
The whole thing will come apart. 

If they give me what seems to support the official mythology, I have in my possession 
more than enough to prove they have contrived another fake. And if they refuse they fly 
into the face of the Congress, which was explicit on this particular suit. 

Meanwhile, I'm going to dump a load of solid proof on them in the court record 
and they 11 have a difficult time pulling more false swearing. 

The FBI always knew I never made a aloe claim or charge and probably knew I had 
the proof. Now the lawyers know it. This is the only one of tom four I've lost. Where 
I've seemed to lose it is because they gave me what I wanted. I did get a summary judge-
ment once. 

They have power and I don t. But what an they now going to do? 

Me Waldron has his answers they'll take care of me. 

I Limp ex-pact it. But he maw what I've done in the Ray case. It includes proving 
that the FBI agent who swore in both cases swore falsely in the Ray cane. He did not 
appear to dceend himself and the State did not even consider trying to rebut. It had 
neither him nor another ebuttal witness and did not ()rose our witness on this point. 

I'm buildiee a hell of a record in court, Peter. The papers are not reporting it, 
but it is there, subdect to challenge and without any challenge. 

Despite all our considerable handicaps we did much in the Ray evidentiaxy hearing. 
Wo made each of the State's rebuttal witness our own. Kidnapped them, each and every one, 
and each an_ every one wan a =Fmk surprise witness. (The state finally gave us a fake 
list, not one of whams it called on rebuttal.) It got so rough on the State they took a 
recess to deliberate their course. I has hardly gotten into the corridor and lit up when 
that hear arm of 14artin's was hugging me and asid.ng, "Harold, you old Oastard, don:it you 
know what overkill is?" 

In the end you will find it this way with my JYK work. 
I'm getting tired and I'm weary of being broke, so I hope it is Boon! 

When I met with you and Gene Roberts there was another man. lie sat opposite you, 
I think was shorter and chunky, with gray hair and I think an accent. And wasnAt Corry 
on the crew, too? I didn't meet him but I heard he was. If Gene is the one who wam at 
the Archives. Without a geeing-eye dog he did not distinguish himself. 

I've wandered eosin to ieform you. If the papers - and it will bo for the first 
time- pay any attention to this new suit it might be the end og a national travail and 
it will be the end of the gruesome fiction. The first case went to the 6uprome gourt with-
out a single news story. and without testimony from a single witness, either. This time I'm 
starting to make the record before the beginning. 

Bost wishes, 

Harold Weisberg 



New Mork Zintro 
TIMES SQUARE NEW YORK N Y 10034 

7ebruary 6, 1975 

Dear Harold: 

somehow something has gone haywire via Jerry Policoff, 
and I'm sorry that you seem to have gotten distressed about some 
idea that somebody around here criticized me for using some of 
your material. That never happened. I don't remember what it 
was that Jerry and I might have discussed, but based on your 
letter, it might have been the story on the FBI report that 
the 7apruder camera was set to operate at 24 frames a second 
instead of 18.3 frames. 

Vhat I would have said to Jerry or to anyone was that 
you have been meticulous in reproducing the material you have 
found, so that anybody could make his own interpretations as 
well as have the benefit of your interpretations. This is 
greatly to your credit. You know I don't agree with a lot of 
your interpretations--but you have nresented the basis of your 
views from the original data. You did that with the FBI report; 
I thought it was certainly a new finding; I went out to see whet 
explanation there could bei the FBI report was then countered 
by what I got from Bell & Howell. And the result was the story 
you undoubtedly saw at the time. But nobody ever objected to 
its being run--and I-still think offering all the facts we could 
on all sides/was a contribution. 

You have some suspicion about a David Litton. I'm 
afraid my memory is dimming a great deal on everything. I have 
a strong feeling I should remember that name, but offhand I 
don't. It doesn't show up in our morgue file or in the computer 
infotapi* since the start of 1969--which doesn't mean that we 
might Wave used something about him some day, because the morgue 
is not what it used to be. But there was no "editorial wrath" 
against me on that story or others--the editors didn't want to 
use our round-up report, but the contention was that anything 
we had found that was news we had already thrown into the paper, 
as in the case of your 7BI report. Anyway, don't do any worryine. 

With resnect to the Belin story, I gave the material 
to the national desk, which was planning a profile that never seems 
to have gotten used. There was a thought to using both the criticism 
and his defense as part of such a biographical story. Maybe some 
day there will be a news peg and it will spilwe up. It was to be 
handled by the washington bureau. On youritappiness about Liar 
Frankel, I'm sorry--Max is a very fine man as well as reporter. 
He was not involved in the Times study of 1966 in which Gene 
Roberts and I had the headaches. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerey yours, 

Peter Kihss 
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