Ma y 14, 1971

The Tditor ,

Hew York Times Sundey Bool Review
New York Times

New Yerl Cluy, liew York

Dear Gir;

I had the Tanny fezling that I wasn't finding out enything
gbeut the book FRAML-UP by larold Welsberg when I rocd the review
of It by John Krplan In the Ma_y 2 Sunday liew York Times Book
Review., I presumed ne dldn't read it, so I did.

Indeed, Mr, XKaplan has overlooked the contral isgsue of
FEAME~UP.¥which is: IMartin Luther hing's assacsination was the
result of conspiracy, - :

Instead of ravieuing for the publie the evidence FRAME-UP
egstsblishes to orove its conspiracy tnesis, Kroplen attemnts to
diseradit the book on these extra_neous issues: 1. FRAMEZUP is nart
of the continuing literature on conspira_cy in our asscssinatinns,

2. It attacks important men and institutionsz wio looked no
further then Jaes fizrl Ray lor their solution of the erine. Sore
af these "outioritles" @did the sane for tadir investigeation of
the Jonn F. Xemnedy diath., 3. Ity zatior, Hzrold “elsherg, 1s not
a lavyer. Ao FHAME-UD is irrelevant becausc Ray is tecnnicaliy
gullty according to his nlea whether or not he fired the shot thsat
illed iing.

The hanlan apnroach elearly defeats itself. What docs his
gulbble matier wien the assassinaticns of pesce-makers go on, vhen
the Deparfaecnt of Justlce has so inverted the use of conssliracy
Charscs es to ronder thiem mecningless, znd vien Kaplan himself,

Who teachos the levw, is indifferent to the final ruesgtion of
whether cur legal system functisns or not. de wrote, "In & trial,
80 far ¢35 we can tell, neituer RKay nor the prosecution vould heve
any intercst in litigating the gullt of other possible co-consnirators
unknewn to us.m fhe prosecution--in this casc, a few Mompiis juidges
witn the help of the Fdl--may not ve interusted in vreventing the
assassinetion of future black leaders. Dbut please, lr, Kaplen,
societr!s Interest 19 other, and higher,

The sirensth of thils bock lies in its exvosure of mal-functlioning,
mal=-practiclne and official obfuscnion in the case on its three
frontgs In Moupnls wviere tne erlme and the mini-trial tcok nlace;
in Lewdon »iere Hay thegstories of Ray's caviure and extradition
contain more wyth then truth; in washington whicre the Justlce
Department inpedes access to inforsstion tonat oucht to be avelileghb
to the puvlie. -

(cont.)



The evicenc: “or thils pr. sented in PREESTP As mdnlrable,
But Welsburs has done nore, Hnaiﬁhe Nes serrened out und congo-
1icdated, If presented ot o real trls » “oull prove that Ray
could not nave killed Kinpg, but v s o deeny; there 1s a conspirscy,

dhat enlan qas done by Lenoringy the substence of PeaMp -2
1s to supnress in turn "e Tactusl eviarnes wirleh g oriiinally,
according to weisberg, suprressed. by tha officlel investization
sl the Mewsinls yuilty~slee Lrisl woieps o Croasserainination tool
nlaee,

I object to tuls %ind of deouble entente. Vi1l the New Yoprk
Tines make Lt & tringle? [f net, 1t will instisste s new ravisw,

Sincaraly,

(315;) Carcl Jachzon
337 West 71 Street
Kew Yorx City, k. Y. LOR3



