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8/31/71

Mr. Goelfrey Jolff
c/o Jerry Policoff,

Dear ir, Holff,

When Jerry Policoff phoned me last night about another matter, he told me you had
written him to dispute my account of what Jou have, for whetever reason, made into an
incident., It is my concern for you alone that impels this letter, for which I do not have

timeo I Began writing at 5:30 a.m. this morning, I have to do a late-night radio show
tonight, and I have at least six books started and coatinue my investigations, including
today, in the Archives. At past 58, I still work a day few young man can or will attempt,

However, each morning, because my doctor wants me to. I lay writing and research aside
long enough to tak a brisk wa;k in the mountains in vhich we live. This is my thinking
time. I think of my research, plan my writing for which 1 never have time for outlines

or notes. If this may show in the finished product, the mangitude of what L have undertaken
and of my output leaves no alternative. Although I am at the end of an other book, working
G on the last chapter, jou were on my mind this morning. So.before I return to wrk, I am

§ writing you, : ‘

Ybyviously, neither you nor I can do anything for the book FRAIR-UP now, six momths
after pub date. David and Harris arranged no single promotion and the intent of the
Times, literary assassination, has become the reality. The incredible part to me ic that
wou loaned yourself to 'thisa %%ease remenber that once your letter appcared, I wrote
Leonard askin: that he s§&R% *

8
iy

})pjj of it and of my unanswered letter of 1950 to you, You
aiud he -anc the despicable Kaplan vho hac become a sick man on the subject of as assinations.
all failed to reply. So there is no gain for me, none possible, in taking thic tine.
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Jerry said you have a low opinion o the writing in FRAME-UP. We hoth kaou how subjective
these opinions are. You are not alone in expressing it, nor are you in the majority of the
opinions expressed to me, Nor is it relevants Neither you nor any reviewer reviews only
those books he likes, However, nothing has changed since we first discussed my vritings,
vhen I apologized for handing you a rough¥ draft, which is what the private (and reprint)
printing o WHITEWASH, Everything I hawe published is the roggh draft, with the exception

of FiA E-UP, which Harris, personally, edited. But it is an edited rough draft, contractal
from about twice that size. From the book T handed you in iy of 1956 until *- o7y azide
from two-dozen file drawers of research, ihich reprosents considerable work, I have
#blizhed well over a million words of solid, schoarly research, cuccesszful challenge of
wirich has not been made aml no single .claim of inaccuracy has ever been mace tou ny f
including Xbm by the uninfarmed sycohpants (publiched in serial Jorn by the Tlacghii
Post) and Comilssion lauyers. Ouite the contrar;, one 97 the mombere of
} thanked e Tor come of it. It is obviouz I have 1ot exploited this in my nriting, But
considering the size of that + have done, size alone, and the fact that I have been all
alone, with neither income nor subsidy, I had no choice. I could not and hone, could
not revise and edit. The choice was &nd remsine betveen this aad maridin: the historical
record that rightly or wrongly I consider mst be. I knowr ol nobody else in the work who
has been willing to ruin his personal life and tranrupt himgels to do i+, Ferhaps history
will record ny judgenment wron,, bul there now seems to be no prospect. ~ou do not know
dat L know. but you have read two of iy books and thece alsne should have made you
apprehensive aboui the ldnd of soclety in which wo live.

In FRUE-UP there 15 one cxception 1o an uindeviating practice. * iden ied the writer
of everyithing auoted and relerred o Ly oaome, even when it vag wive copye I had reasons,
includdlng the foct that the ono part ol out coclety that, by and large, vas true to its
traditismal ressongibilities, was the woridig, on-the-street, neusman, Tou are the one
exception, The failure of the press to fuldill its traditional role vas managenent and
cditorial fault, ot that of the reporters, yithout the abdication of its watchdog role
in our society, none ol the scedless tragedics in the uake of the great on, the assassination

of John Kinnedy, would hove come o passe With the Fost this wae particularly true lecause




of wiggios, who cast Rispaper 1. vhet I regard as a subversive role, that of an anoificial
arm of govermment. The Post is now belng honest avout it, Recently Dick Hirgmod said so
quite emgplicitly in g sliug ed-page article, and nade clear, without aa.ing him, that it
was wiggins' doing, In this footiote T carefully avoided naming or even ideatifying you
because * knew this earlier. As Jou realize, I aleo wrote that Tootnote long before this
belated admission by the Post. I had had bersonsl dealings with Wiggins, all faitiully
and o demporaneously recorded and filed, ia files that will sorieday be part of an Archive
in a major university. Louig ucren, who Tad read the book in monuserist and on his oun
oilfered to and did suhit it to his own Zpitish published {the negative decision was
policy, not editorial), phoned Wggins, <ho invited me tu mect wi hime g ins told ne
to write him a column and he'! print 1t, He never did. B ut in wentlon 7 rou, I oven
wacked the Ffact that Jou were Look-review editor.

o tiat sad business is Dy Geol frey Wolff.
e 5 Jerry told t iuply I could
have wmade thesze after Tter was publi iz as falso es

it is dnposaille JLirst, as my files and this letter will show, ¥ do not even take time to
read aud correct my ferrible trping, for to do that is at the cost of otlcer works I have
hundreds of hours of untranscribed tapes of interviews. I haven't vritten any notes at
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d any lator time and all are dateds These have, in addition, internal dating. My poverty
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3 kas beeza such that * have almays used whatever second-hzng baper & had at any time,

3 always using all of 4t up tefore I bought any. Thus you will find that as I wrote WHITHAZH
Y

¥

on the back of second-hand mimgographed literature about my Larm, the notes of iy conversa-
tloas with you ond others at the Fost and even tae carvons o some of iy correspondence
are on this Idnd of paper, successively I used vhatever second-hand paper was available,
often the discarded letterheads of businesses and offices that moved, given to me by kind
friends who, kaowins I was ‘role, save this for me when they saw it, The typewriter used
‘ was @lder that you vhen I had to discard it, perhaps a year ago. And the best proof you
! can learn for yourself, It happens that from time to time young people cone here. They
o have unimpeded access to my files for their own work, Onthe occasion of publication of
your letier, when Jerry phoned me ab out it, lioward Roffman, who had just completed his
first year at tie University or Fennsylvania, was out guest, While I was talking to Jerry,
who was asking me questions, I called to Howard. I have a separate fille on the non-pub-
lishing history of WHITEWASH. Howard went to it, removed the appropriate file, and it is
he, not I,who selected from it the relevant parts that I then quoted to Jerry over the
rhone. If you sincerely believe what T have trouble believing you do not, confgbulation avd
conscience being vhat they are, Haward lives at 8829 Slue Grass Road, Yhiladelghia 19152,
But the fact is that Joi are wrong. The fact also is that neither you nor Leonsrd did
the obvious and customary, checked with iee And the fact is that jour letter to the Tines ;
is irrevelant to the character or content of the Kaplan revier, ‘hatever impelled you %o i
do what I would haw thought so out-of~character for you, you were in every detall wrong
2d you t.us becane part of a shameful thinz, the deliberate Literary assassimation or e
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only work presenting the other side of the official nythology about the most costly single
crime in history. You also became a self-appoiuted apologist for the unacceptable and
inexcusable, the federal record in this and other assassination investigations. It is for
you to live with, not me, I think, in time if not already, unless you are a man entirely
un like the man I met in 1966, this will nag you. It should, It is a rotten thing. To

b lame me for your lack of independence when your livelihood was in issue is as cowardly
as it is dishonest,

e R

I ask nothing of you., There isg wthing you can do to umo the harm you have done, I
can conceive of no way of reviving what you helped the Times kill. The one thing I would
think the man I net five Jears a;o would want to do is clear his own consclience,

And by the way, it is not alone you who discussed yur then opinion of HWITIHASH we
me. fou discussed it with your then secretary, Vivian Hudkin, who discussed it with me on
several occasions when I had sought you out o dropged in to see paul Herria and you

were n oot in, Sincerely, Hurold Welsberg , @QM



