1/15/73

ise durbara Epstein, editor
The liew York Heview

280 W 57 St.,

Hew Yorlk, li.Y. 10019

Dear lis Epstein,

Hith a still-brealdng story that is getting considerable spot-new attention
and has been and wherc the naterial available is book-length a lead-and-sumrary
that nay seem apt today may appear dated tomorrow. So, I write you a letter about
what has come to be kuown as "The Vatergate Caper" instead.

The government can control what is allowed to be known and will, as to a large
degree it has,

It is a story of hidden and illegal CIi domestic intelligence,

Ze Heward lunt, also kunown as liobert Dietrick, John Saxter, Gordon Lavis, David
it. Joln, Earl Warren aud Ldward L. Varren, acong others, the man who almost launched
World War 1IL, counsellor to the President and giving his address as The White Louse,
was engaped in domestic intelligence for the Cli, using a literary agency as & cover,

As of the tine of the arrests, despite White llouse lies, he was still worldng for
the Wdte louse, 4s of the time he says he retired from CIA, he was and had been vice
president and a director of the public-relations ajney which represented him as no more
than a hired pen, It had and has secret government contracts at lcast one of which was
with the CIA, While he was with CIA it and he had the same cover address and phone in
Waghington Long after it cluimed to have fired and broken all relations with him, he
was still getiing mail and phone service with it other than at its listed office.

CILi domestic intelligency operations, supposedly illegal, are practised aguinst
writers. L have carbon coples of reports to it, of transeripts of my own aprearances
in conuection with my books. Lhey have & cover ol their own for such intrusions into
first—avendment rights. 1 have copies of bills renderéd to this CI. front for spying
on writers by the commerciel sgency used, checks in pyment, envelopes in which the
checks were walled, a trouscript sk of a phone conversation about spying on me
("That old nemisis of the CIL, kr. Hurold Weisbgeg, ic co.dne to town next week",
response, "0, Goodie!"), even a tape of my own conversation with the netional manager of
this coucercinl agency in which he says I hold the wli-time track record for CLa
interest. liy first Look did say Uswald was intelligence. There is & prima f'acie caoe,
if not definitive proof, that “unt killed e deal L lad for it in 1965,

If 1t seens inconceivable thut a man with “unt's past could be allowed into the
“hite House, leave ulone worling as a counsellor, he was the man then in charge o' thisg
deep subversion for which the CIA had trained him, This is les: unususl thin it scems,
For one example, ther: have been bombings within the Unitel States by CIi-trained people
using CIA-supplied explosives, There are othors,

~lthough ¢ he Uepartment of Justice omitted it frouw the indictment, those it could
not avoid indicting were gll federal spooks. Uf the suven, six had CILi pasts, three IBI,
They included the two top Bay of rigs men, not Just mercenaries, an. their coununications ity
export. One had in his possession a fuke CLi passport uade out for hunt, although it is A
claimed lunt was no longer with CIu. I anm suggesting that these spooks pormeate our
society wore thun we realive. 1've had one Cuban tell me that, af'ter the bay of iigs and
flying for the CIi in the Congo, years later he was etill under CIA protection. The man




who was James Larl Ray's first lawyer was a CIA lawyer in clandestine lay of Pigs opere=—
tions and thus the assassination of Dr. king remains unsolved. The largely-successful
efforts of CLi Cubans to misdirect the investigation oi the JFK assassination are
unknown publicly, but I have perbaps a hundred pages of FUIL reports on this, perhaps

a dozen on two of the Watergate figures alone.

For a book-length treatment, the material is almost limitless and is largely fresh.

For a shorter treatment, the angles are many, from the CIA in the White liouse to
the trial as a pewer struggle between the CIA and the White House in an effort by each
to exculpate itself in this rotten mess. Even the lawyers in this case arc not without
CIA links, Hunt's, the meu who made the deal that eliminated most of the testimony that
ecan be adduced in court, is a former federal prosecutor (Bobby Baker and Jimmy lioffa
cases, both involving denied wiretapping/bugsing)e His firm has handled CIA cases. 1f
you examine lienry Rothblatt's Vietnam cases, you will see that his defenses teuded to
blame the army for the excesses initiated by the CIA. We had a former CLi agent locally,
one of their right-wingers. *e claimed to have information linking it with the JIK
assassination, ldis will directed that it be given to iothblatt on his deaths Kothe=
blatt's announced defense of his four Cuban clients was that they were only patriotic
soldiers taking orders. ihis could be only from the White House.

Any treatment makes possible use of the Freedom of Information law, although
success would mean going to court. I have taken the initial steps with some supjressed
information. In denying it to me, the White liouse has confirmed that Hunt was in its
employ at the time of tle arrests, although it said otherwise to the press. I am in a
position to take two viable FUI cases ageinst the White liouse on this into federal court
immediately.,

After the end of the trial there can be & lengthy uagazine piece on just what the
government suppressed in the trial, meaning what the Nixon administration suppressed
to protect itself and its deep subversions, I think it is probable that the case
amingt the two remsining defendants, both former FBI agents, will be reversed if
for no other reascn because of deliberate errors by the judge, who is an administration
hack, Much less can now be entered into evidence with them the only remaining defendants
and agein Nixon is the beneficiary. (I nave now pending before the UsS.Court of Appeals
in Washington an apjeal from an incredible decision by this same judge. I do expect him
to be reversed., This will probably be one of the precedent Freedom of Information law
casess 1f he is reversed, I expect the Department of Justice to take the case to the
Supreme Court,) ;

This rambling has two purposes, to give you an idea of what can be said and to see
if you could be interested. I hope you will be.

Sincerely,

Harold Weisberg

Btehi
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