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CRITIQUE -2
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critique 1:

“Six Seconds in

Dallas™

by Josaph W. Masi
(Third of n Series)

“Six Seconds In Dallas,” by
dosinh Thompson, 315 pages.
York: Bernard Gels As.
soclates. §5.96,

Two judges demied the mo-
tion, ome of them maying that
the report was ‘‘fraught with
hearsay and  contradiction.'
The faflure of the Report to be
allowed as evidence and the
reasons given for the denial
were only the latest in a long

other. The young philosopiy-
p - turned - independ
Investigntor goes all of the other
crities of the Warren Report ons
better by developing his own
assassination theory.

It is Thompson's bellef that
crities no longer can lmit
themselves to holding up ths
errorn of the Commission to the
public view: "It Is the respon-
‘wibility of future works to ad-
dress themselves to the ques-
tion, ‘How then did it happen?”,
to begin drawing all the evi
dence together, and to attempt
to make sense of Wt.*

As he began to draw the evi-
dénce logether for himsedf,
"Thompson soon found that the
smateur film taken by Abra-
‘ham Zapruder in Dallas that
day provided the key to the
riddie of the assassination. His

curiosity aroused by the move-
ments of President Kennedy and
Governor Comnally inside tho
car, Thompson examined the
film countless tmes, slowing it
down and rumning it backwards
as it suited him. Finally he em-
ployed a mathod discovered by
Philudelphia lawyer Vince Sal-
andrin. By using slides made
from the film, and by showing
two slides on two profectors at
e same time, it Is possible
to isolate the Hmo, the move-
ments, the sequence of reac-
tions by the vietims to the as-
saasing' bullats,

What this uil led to waw
Tiommpson‘s rediscovering that
President Kennedy and Gover-
not Commally were not hit by
the same bullet (CH 399), hut
by tweo different bullsts fired
an Instant apart. The destruc-
tion of the ‘“single-bullet
theory"' concocted by asaistant
nounsel Arlen Bpeater is, in of-
foct, the end of the “‘lone as-
sassin' theory na well, The 8.5
Mannlicher-Carcano could not
besn operated rapidly
enough to enable a single killer
to fire all of the shots,

Balstering his findings on
film by numerous interviewn
and reassessment of evidence
undigested, misused or com.
pletely ignored in the 27-volume

involved, and that they firsd
from three different locations.
One of the sssasains was (n
the southeast corner of the
Texas School Bool Depository,
(the window cited by the War
ren Commission as the souree

of all the shots), The secand

assussin was on the roof of an

adjncent bullding, either tha
Dal-Tex or Dallas County Re-
cords Bullding. Killer number
three was behind the stockade

fence the grassy kmoll in
front of the Preaidential
limousine

It is a sad point of interest
that neither the Dal-Tex nor

Service agents before or aftar
the assassination. One official
(did run through the Dal-Tex;
it as Thompson points out,
the Records buildings.as a go-
vemment office, wsa presum-
wbly above suspiclon.

The firat shot and the third
were fired from the Dapository.
Both struck the President. The
secand, which wounded Gover-
nor Connally, came from the
Dal-Tex or the Records build-
ing. The fourth shot

nesses lo make the case againat
the Report's conclusions even
stronger. (e.g. Hownrd L. Bren-
nan, who saw the rifis being
withdrawn back into the sixth
floar window refers to only two
shots coming from that paint.)
Thompson claims that the see-
ond shot fired from the TSED
covered the sound of the fourth
shot of the day.

critique 2:

The Garrison
Case & Its Cast

by Howard Remaine (L§S)

PLOT OR POLITIOS? THE
'GARRISON CASE & ITS CAST,
by Rosemary James & Jack

Wardlaw, New Orieans: Peli-
can Publishing House; $1.75
paper, 187 pp.

NEW ORLEANS At the

norner 4 orowded Uny bookstore
drew me in. A greal stack of
‘the January lssue of Ramparts
with CGarrison’s picture domin-
ated one mugawine shelf; next
lo It wns a neat pile of lhe
latest edition of the Los Angeles
Free Press, feabturing Garri-
son's speech al the University
of New Mexico—a speech wids-
1y unreparted in the nationm
media. On the opposite side of
the store Che paperback rack
held n complete fll= of books
eriticul of the Warren Report:
Walsberg, Epstein, Lane and
woe T had not seen befors—"Plat
or Polities” The Guarrison Cuasa
and TIts Cast" by Rosemury
James and Jagk Wardlaw, two
local  States-Ilem reporters.
Mra, James turned out to be
the wriler who first broke ibo
story last February thar Gar-
risun wus Investigating the as-

sassination. Jack Wardlaw ls a
colleague who has been cover-
ing the cnse regularly wsince
then.

it's different in the rest of
the country where the case |s
not followed so closely In the
press, where people don't know
o8 much snd where Garrison
= ns yet an abstract and re-
moved figurs o be mocked by
Newsweek snd intimated to be
o little ‘off' mentally by that
citndel of truth, the Peningon.
Aut here in New Orleans he is
& Tather flamboyant D.A. whom
people have known for mix
years, who has never lost o
major case, who had previously
bueked head.on with ssveral of
the judges who hawe accepted
muen of hia testimony to dute,
indleting Shaw and convicting
two men of perjury when they
had changed their stories; and
he is telling them that their
government i5 systematically
lying about the assassination of
the former President,

It was the same esverywhere,
Cabbles, bartendérs, shop
clerks, all the lttle people that
Governor Wallace talks to and
vadicals dream about saving,

They all know about Garrison.
They read tha local papers
which give lhorough coverage
Lo the ¢ase, nnd many feel that
something very hig is going to
happen, even to the point of
msenging that something ls ter-
ribly wrong in Washington,
#ven wurse than they feared
during the last decnde of ‘“‘in-
tegration {8 Communism" hys<
terin

Many, perhaps most of them,
hated or despised Kennedy
when he wus alive; but many of
them hate Johnson as much or
mare. Perhaps it was only in
the Souith thal Kennedy could
have been killed, and perhapa it
is only in the South that people
hate and distrust the Federal
government 56 much that they
can beleve it would have the
2all to hide the real nssassins,

L resd' Plot or Politics?" as
yet undeclded about Carrison
Critical of the Warren Report,
yes: but eritical of Garrison al-
s0, because, even with Vietnam,
I wondered how such u big le
45 an assassination cover-up
could be possible. Thars would
be too many people and surely
a few, or even one, who wouid

The erucial factors here wre
the trajectories of the shots,
This is discovarsd hy various
means, chief amang them the
nature of the injuries to the
victims. A deep wound low In
the President’s cerebellum, for
Instance, makes a shot from
the Depository window an bm-
posalbility. The angle of Gover-
nor Cannally's back wound does
the game. The single-bullat theo-
ry goes to pieces all over, Tt
may not be well-known, but on
the day it published its find-
ings, the Warren C

was split on the single-bullet
thesis. T glossed over the mat-
ter by saying that the theory
was not sssential to the bellef
In & lone nasassin. No one be-
ligves this anymare.

Thompson says he hasn't suf.
ficient evidence to determine
the guilt or innocence of Lee
Harvey Oswald. Certainly the
rifls found in the TSED was
Oswald's, but there Is nothing:
to prove Oswald was firing It
There 15 much to prove that

The uppermost picture shows o

cudaver's wrist through which

n bullet similar 1o the one supposedly fired nt Governor Connally
hus passed through. Note the extrems flattening of the builst's tip,
On the bottom is Governor Conmally's wrist, and the bullet used
in evidence w8 the one which tore through . Josiah Thompson
uses these contrasting exhibits as part of his argument against
the Warren Report's single bullet theory,

Photo Courtesy Bernard Gelss Associatss

T e s e ———

have tnlked by now. Maybe
sume have even tried.

it is an essential book. In
orisp newpaper style, Wardlow
and James deseribe the evolu-
Uan of Garrison's case. They
evaluate the evidence produced
thus far, describe the blows of
the nadonal media and their ef-
fects on the cnse and analyze

Garrison's motives, In the proc-
ess of telling the story, rich de.
tails of Garrison’s career and
blographical sketches of the
judges, key witnesses and the
accused are provided. One gets
the feeling that these people are
being described ns they are, us

{Continued on Page 14)
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Garrison and

(Contimied from Page 6)

they appear to other New Or-
leaneans, not as the readers of
some mnational magazine would
like them to appear. And, most
importantly for getting a feel
for the case, the book includes
excellent photographs of all the
key figures: Garrison, Clay
Shaw, Ferrie, Arcacha Smith,
Andres, Monk Zelden, ete.

It all began one day when
(Garrison happened to be on the
same plane to Washington as
Sen. Russell Long from Louisi-
ana and John Rault, an oilman.
Sen. Long mentioned that he
thought the Warren Report was
virtually a fabrication. So Gar-
rison read it, and its critics,
and reopened his investigation
undercover. That was in No
vember, 1966. By February,
Rosemary James, who Tegu-
larly covered the restive D.A.S
office, had figured out that
something was going on. Garri-
son had been too quiet for too
long. By tracing his and his
staff's travel through receipts
available to the public, she de-
duced what they were doing and
broke the story in the States-
Item,

Shortly after the  original
flurry over the announcement
of the investigation had cooled
down, David Ferrie was found
dead in his apartment. It turned
out that Ferrie had been under
surveillance by Garrison’s men
for two months and would have
been arrested within a week—
had he not died.

Soon after, Garrison arrested
Clay Shaw. The city was
breathless. Clay Shaw is a re-

spected . and - powerful, member .

of the New Orleans business

and cultural - elite; to accuse

such a man of plotting to as-
sassinate the President could
only have one result. Tt caused
people fo question Garrison's
motives, and his sanity. But in
the preliminary hedring for
Shaw, Garrison produced a sur-

prise eye-witness, Perry Russo,
who 'identified Shaw as a co-
censpirator with Ferrie and one
Leon Oswald in the Kenmedy
assasgination.

The authors call attention to
one of the most striking legal
developments to date: when
Shaw's defense attorney, Dy-
mend, - attempted to introduce
the Warren Report as evidence
to discredit Russo's testimony,
D.A. Charles Ward objected. He
contended that the Warren Re-
port “‘had never been proven in
court.”” The judges upheld the
objection on the grounds that
the Warren Report is hearsay.

The wvery tone of the book
lends tremendous credence to
its conclusion—it describes and
weighs both sides, It is different
from what Weisberg does in his
Whitewash books for instance.

Moreover, the political stance

cf the writers makes their
cautious conclusion—more in
favor of Garrisen and the pos-
sible future success of his in-
vestigation than  opposed—
much more convincing than
those defenders with vested
political interests in ‘'‘getting
'something on” the Cold War Es-
tablishment, such as Ramparts
or The New York Review. Here
is the tone: “Is it not possible
to guess (without sounding too
much like a New Leftist rally
or like Ramparts magaizne
that the American Establish-
ment would rally to suppress
this information? Could not then
the vast investigative powers
of the C.ILA. and the F.B.I. be
turned toward burying the evi-
dence mrather than uncovering
it?"”

At the end of the book, Ward-
law and James return to that
part of the Garnison story which
is most important to many now,
at least until the B Shaw ftrial.
What are Garrison's motives,
and how do:these’ motives-re-
flect on the ecredibility of his
claims? :

The authors also are espec-
ially well prepared. to deal with
this topic because of their long
acquaintance with the man and
the area. In faet, it is the
wealth of detail about New Qr-
leans - and Louisiana politics,
and -about Garrison himself as
a man that makes this book so
important at this particular
time, For most of the other
writers who believe in Garri-
son, he is just another cog, an-
other piece, in that weird and
frightening turning - fascist
structuré ecalled “Ameriéa. But
for James and Wardlow he is
a very real and forceful loecal
D.A., regardless of the role he
is or may be playing in a larger
perspective, =

Out of their very local per-
spective, they point out' that if
he just: wanted ‘sensationalism,

there were severdl points where

{Continued on Page 15)



The New York Free Press, Thursday, February 15, 1968

His Cast

(Continued from Page 14) [

he eould have howed out grace-
fully—but he didn't. Further-
more, ‘it would seem incred-
ible that Garrison would risk
destroying himself on a quix-
otic venture unless he had some
confidence in the outcome, and
he exudes self-confidence.”

So what does this book mean?
And if Garrison does come up
with a case, what will that
mean? I remember that cau-
tious .statement by the two
authors, carefully distinguish-
ing themselves from the New
Left and then aceepting, ten-
tatively and cautiously to be
sure, the New Left’s version of
the assassination cover-up.
Thmeonderlftheymta.ldng
that next New Left step to con-
sider, that if this is true, what
America has become.



