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“I was a spy,” Frank Sturgis
admits,

“f was involved in assassina-
tion plots and conspiracies to over-
throw several foreign govern-
ments, including Cuba, Panama,
Guatemala, the Dominican Repub-
lic and Haiti,

“[ smuggled army and men into Cuba
— far Castro and uyuinst Castra. | broxe
inio the intelligence files of the Cuban
Army amd Air Force. I stole wmd photo-
graphed humdreds of seceet ducuments,

“That's whut apies do.

“I aiso broke into ‘ureign conaulates
and businesa offices in Cuba, for the pur-
pose of abtaining inforwation, and inte
a import-expurt  office in  Caracas,
Venezuels, that was a . front for tne
KGB (Soviet Secret Seiviee)”

Sturgls was a bired operative of the
Cenreal Intelligence Ageney for ac Teast

a Jecade, Maybe he still is, though his
cu\u was blown forever by the notoriety
he received as a Woterzate burglur, He
consiructed and controlled an espionage
nerwark in C that is still functioning
despite frantic e ¥ Castro security
forees and the KGB to destroy it

Though he was only »

rley

the Watergate drums, Sturgis §s & rewl-
life James Bund whose exploits rival
thode of any fictionn: spy Interviewed at
the office of his Miami lawyer, Ellis
Rubin, amit ut other places in New York
and Floridu, he candilly revenled many
detaila of hix colurfal career
hera, secrets-stealer. gun-ru
rilla fighter and professional ploite
Changed the subject

Asked if he had alzo “wen an as
sir, he politely ehunged (h- aubje
Some thingy e will not tain about,

A stocky, iron-juwed man whe looks
much younger thun aix 50 years, he wus
born Feank Angelo Fierini in
Va. He joined Ihr LS,

through the Facifie with the famed First
Raider Battalion, After the wur. he serv.
ed i the Air Force, Army and Navy
Reserve,

He had the perfe -t training for a se.
cret agent. The Marine “"orps taught him
judo, knife-fighting and jumgle warfare
techmaues. The Ar Foree taught hin to
1 4 plane and the Nuvy Reseeve trained
him to handle small, fast ships.

The Ay comploted this education.
During = hitch in Cerimany, he wus as-
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signed to w socurity unit that handled
top-secret repurts from Allied intellis
genve wpents all aver K ¢. Thia was
hia intradoction to the k wailld of
expintmer and mirigue.
In Berlir during the chilliest part of
the cold wae he met his fust real spy.
She was a beantiful acteess wha also was
1t of Haganah, the secret army
to defend the new state of Isracl.
\\mn ¢ 1o civilian

haps the only

group. In the

visit ua unele «
il

“uban president who w

by a military coup led by
K met Prio and
¥ {'ubany whose \lnnn man-
horthe Batista in.
trigue, Some of them supplied financial
support fur w fery i rebel, Filel
h.) wus then hiving in Mesico,

Cum, Join Caaten
know what lie's duin

l-r..nl. secepted

(Continued on poge 34)
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Frank Sturgis in Cuba: "I stole and photographed hundreds of secret documents.”

(Centinued frem page 3)

e mssipnmenr, He flow to Havans wod A bit player in the Watergate drama,

with the help of a tuban pricst, be
quickly located Custro’s eamp in the

gy Jeawed Core's can o e Sturgis was a real-life James Bond when
it e he did his big jobs for the CIA

“Fidel remembered me,” he said.
eould understund each otier, 1 spoke fale
1an, which is similar to Spanish, and he
spoke some Enplish. [ ulf-rml to heip
train his treop: hu: he suid, ‘Frank, what
1 meed is guns”
S Frank bevane a gun-runner. With
money -upphed by the Castro under- presidentia) palace, in with Fi
P ke purchased thou- cruited everyone I could, Ameri
other weapons from  Cubans, (o be umh-m-vcr agents,
Internationn) Armument Corp, (Inter. Max Gorman Gonzales, 8 Miami busi-
sincod of Alexandrin, Va., the world's  nessman wha took part in clouk-and-dag-
Iargest dealer in surplus arms. He then  ger operations azamst bath B
st up an eluborate laml-sen-air smugs  Castro, has known and wark
gling network te get the guns and Sturgis for many vears. ile =u;
smmunition inte {'vba, ’i‘::’ (.:l(&un:l:‘::smffiﬁ: l’:;mp;“h ' around the conference tabie.
He Become Triple Agent assnasination plots in Cuba and elses “The whole idea was to kill all of
After severs! months as & Jouble  where Sturgis introdoced  (op  Cuban them at once. Unfortunately, if some of
agent, working for Pric and Cuastre, military and political leaders tn Ameri-  the anti-Communist officers were in
Frank became o triple syent. This e,  can agents at the U.S. Endassy in Huva-  here at the same time, they would huve

1. T re-  Sturgis and his CIA contacts devised two
na and  alternate pluts. One was to exceute Cas-
tro in the second-floor conference room
at Air Force herdquartees. As he and the
other officers wonld not arrive at exactly
the same time, it might be more practi-
ea! te wauit until they were all assembled

et fo e of intelli.  na. Duning these visits, oy to ) A
B i festoue seout, fintelic n D e p e e Cobun o, 0 K4 ton. The lives of some of the ant-
Woolam, the State Uepurtiment official ers developed, Connnunist commanders would have (o be
then in charge of the U.S. Consulate in “Two attempts apainst Casiro’: lunril"rrd in order to get Custro and his
Sanluul de Cuba. were made in the early part ol 1 crew.”
We met at the Case Grande Hatel fa Both d. The ass

ssinx then waited The l.hxrd scheme .mmlml ph\ntmx
wreen light from Frank Fiori tro's of to
. A third attempt was made in

s-nn..;,n Waulam knew
who 1 was and what | was dong. He
appronched me or somcone inirwduced
us. We had severn) other mectings and This reporter asked Stirgis when the  Juas Orta. b recruited him to work with
he discussed my patviotism and so forth,  apeney first hegan thinking about sssas- the Embassy, 1 planacd to go to Fidel's
1 agreed to work withs him. sipating Castro. wilice with # bricfease full of explo-
“Later, when the revelution was over, “The fivst discussicn of assassination  sives which [ would leave lln'ﬂ' When
I received r-l(n to ko to Hevana, Wooo  with my (CIA) rantucts wax in Febru.  Fidel eniered the office, & al wauhd
Iam told we who Lo contact in the Ameria  ary 2559,7 he replicd. 1 be given and the bomb wonld b set off
exn Embassy n-ere His new contucts, n ,.|| the cemnt by an eheetroniz device seross the street”
Frank said, were CIA agents, one of L 1 suggested The plotters waited several months
whom was e embaxsy’'s military at- for the green lig roan Washingion,

wia
toond, U knew Fiel's. private scerelary,

tache. i [ wauld organize it and follow it but it nevee 't wnke
Castro immediately piaced his most  throch. up theie mi brnuk id ot the
trusted officers in comnind  of  the M would Arciige an impetant cone <008 unknewn  decision-makers, “They

Cubnn military Major Pedra couldi’L drede what to de.”
Diaz Lunz, a clos ol Frank's, le.
came  voms in el of the

Force and s brather, Mareos Dinz

nee at Campa 1 i iCmp Liber-

(,:,';','. Asked tor Green Light

¥ ¥
slumbia). Al the

Lanz, hecwsne inspectoe generad of that would cnme 1o the b aned A daw wl
cars, b wan geing L0 xixtion g e puaarelicd other plets pe oo L
ped the fhaz Lanz brathers  The roufs, et up a erossfire, 1 wonld  gro, Amerivan milveaterers, Cobin ol
reorpanize tie Are Farce ami iley le  hnve wiped oot Fndel, s brother Raab bl dens ol I hagcheranking Cabin ofi
Bisa therr secmity amd stolivence chie b ull the tap o pminanet) anbun Y ed pronnnent parts o these

iebers 30

He alro beem n e CrmmL;

invpecting and sopervieng ali -l "y fact m the Fiduse I dwar, 1

wombhng cranos, which were onned amt s o vt wogreen Brahl oo e Furoa ol

apcraied by Aoercan metege al} oer it Whether ths .»..u,.| fo o neludig (e
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Almeida, ordered Tedro's arrest and the
Diuz Lant brothers went underground.

At this point, Frank was pulled out
of Cuba. “1 left Havana on June 30 and
cume to Minmi to arrange the escapes of
the Diaz Lany brothers and their fami-
lier. Pedro and his wife wot ous by ull-
boat; Marcos was picked up by a plane.”

The brothers fled to Florida, told wll
they knew sabout the Castro regime and
went to work for the CTA,

A few weeks after Frank's lhrunz
departure  from  Havana
word_that lnuro was se
winaiion i Tank's inform-
ant 'npphvd [u!l descriptions of the
three assassins, who. were  Mexican
cammuni The FBI posted & vonnd-
the-cluck guard on Erank's Mintui home
and {mnernl aygents followed him wher-
ever he went,

Tailed fo Florida

Customs and lmmigration officers
were alerted. The Mexican ganmen were
syotted when they crossed the bow
and were tailed to Flonda, where th
were arrested. Their cur way col ted
and they were h\-ou ed back to Mesico.

L Oct. . an American B-25
i mber »wuopml over Havana ani dvop-
ped thousands of anti-Unstro leatiets.
ro called this “bombing” rad a
Cuban Pearl Harbor,
ddro Dikz Lanz was the pilat”
Sturgis told the News, “1 way the tve
pilot. Marces Ddiaz Lanz and anothee
Cuban were with us, Cuban Air Force
lighters cume after us but they m
us and almest <hol thar own pi
duwn: The big gunx at the Navy station
and the Cabana fortress opencd up but
ihe amgle of the wuns wax such that they
were firing from the heights inlo the
city, At lenst 36 penpie were killed and
Wounded.”

. The jeuflet hombardment  wa
first uf "

S
mmh' it 5 ORIr operations intu
e saad, “with the greea licht and
e gereen ight (with and with-
otre ofticial approval), And 1 mude some
GO buxt anssions,

1 hwd fanr boate, They were financed
by the agency. GOne wns & converued
Coast Canvd cutter. 28 long. with

the

me Bat-hors v pawer Jons it has »
I spees) ol Annther
b L ot the e

I fwn it Dihergiasy h.
+oumd other soplistieated evginp-
ey ccald enrey M people and de
ant heagr,
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