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By PAUL MESKIL

Third.of a serles’

The Central Intelligence Agen-
¢y once investigated Fidel Castro,
ballerina Margot Fonteyn and ac-
tors John Wayne and Errol Flynn
in comection with a bizarre inva-
sion of Panama.

The colorful cast of this comle-opera
eontpiracy  included  three Anterican
adventurers, two of whom were working
for the CIA. William Murgan and Alex
Rorke, hoth former U.S. Army para.
troopers, were on opposite sides of the
Panama plot. And Fruak Sturgis, a for-
mer Marine Ruidee, was in the middle,

Storgis, born Frank Fiorin!, was a
t ?ner‘fur"(jaslro.
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¥ an
chief of the Cuban Air Force, meanwhile
serving as a seeret agent of the CIA,
Morgan was & freclance conspirator,
more interested in money than politics,
A mative of Toledo, Ghio, he went to
Cuba in 1958 and burame second-in-com
mand of an independent rehel army in
the Escambray Mountains, This non-
eommunist force helped Castro's guerril-
las averthrow the Batista dictatorship
and Castro made Morpan major, high.
est rank in the revolutionary army,
The upcet victwry over Batista, am!

In Panama, part of the invasion team is quickly seized,

the spoils that went with it, ged

Morgan to consider extending the revolu-
tion to olher Latin lands. A fow weeks
eftec the Castro takeover in Havana,
Morgan called at Capt. Frank Fiorini's
olfice in Cuban Air Foree headquarters,
“Major Morgan spake ta me confiden-
Linlly,” Sturgis told The News, * Je said
fie was pro o an invasion of J,
and the Canal Zune, He wanted mo ts be
e st

] of the 1
told him I was interested, but not in a
leadership poxition,
© "1 sau, 'Bill, you'vs got to be crazy,
The American governinent's got a milis
tary force there, You're ing to go
against your own country? He said,
‘\\‘e.ll. the U.S. never gid anything for
me

The American military strenth in the
Janul Zume st that time in 1939 totaled
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uL 3400 e, comparad to 63,000 1
orl War. 1 Morgan fynired a
j Wy few naadred €

pders, woukd be s
ficient to capluie or at
the vtal vanal.

“The con«pi
throw the
rrub the
extortion re.

"They were d & ship,
Toaled with expl ph the canal
ocks, They were poing to blow vy and
sink the ship somewhere near the loc
=0 that the gates and locke woald b
damaged and ship traffic would be stofe
ped in buth directions,

“Muorgan figured it would tie up the
canal for at least txo moiiths. ¢
sct to go. He had the men, guns,
plancs, everything.

*} eentacted the American Embascy
in Mavana and notified the (C14)
in charge. ) tuok ol Nichok
Nichols, air attache at the em

(Continued on page 34)
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(Continued from page 4)

the air base and <kowed him
1 ¢

up e tthe equiva-
and ber rich, aristo-
erto Aviae, former
wlor 1o Bat, nd

movement, Th
Morgun at
ry commander
Aceordmy to
invasion

Wiere he was

o States xml(.ma-
ds. A zpearhead force of Cubans and
Pznamanian«< would land on the Carb-
A second force of
Pacamanians would strike ialand frum
the Pacific coast. Lhen the main invasion
army would in from Cuba,

Poiice and National ( | posts were
to be attacked. Rebel bunds were to come
down fiom (i to join the
invaders, And militant leftists were to
march on the Canal Zone u rint 0

bean cvast uf

Pan City, to heep Panan n palice
.nd C.5. troops ov

ut Frank's reports to the CIA pro-
Vldc:l su{nucn'

advance warning,

ba_on April 14, Then
flew to Panama and
oot motor launch Nola for
saying they were going fishe
tough-looking men accompa.

Castro
Arias and h
rerted the
373 a 4
irg.
nied them.
Coche of arms

They reportediy aailed directly to a
spot whete a cm)\e of wrms — semi-
fle k
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Members of the Cuban invasion force raise a cheer as they land in Panama.

British dancer Margot Fonteyn and her Panamanian
husband were reportedly invelved in the plot

automatic
nades and nmmmn ion in wnurnrnol
containers — hewn dmpum n the
Pacific Deean. 15 miles outsice the Pana-
ma Canal entrance. The sitrimp beat
Flaine had becn standing by for the
arma drop. 13 retrieved the weapons
{rom the ur and later taansferred
them to t

The * u«hcrn.m aboard the Nola
came ashorc on tie ific coast, near
Santa Clara, and huried the guny and
ammo on the beach. Dame Margot and
her h\ubund then rexumed their cruise.

n Aprii 19, after receiving a CIA
roport that an invasion ship had sailed
from the Cuban port of Ratabano (part
of Morgan's military _district_in Las
Villas Province), the amanian gov-
ernment ordercd Arias’ arrest. He heard
the news on the Nola's radio, returned to
the Santa (ura area and went into hid
ing on his family’s ranch,

Before dawn next day, the Nola slip.
ped into the Panama Canal with only the
skipper and Dame Margot aboard. She
went to thc honie of her sister-in-law,
Senora Chela Arias. A few h«un later,
she was arrested, After 24 hours in jail,
the prima ballerina was booted back to
Britain. Mcanwlile, Arias had taken ref-
uge in the Brazilian Emhassy in Pananta
City. He was later allowed to lcave the
<country.

Natienal guardsmen found the arma
buried in the beach at Santa Clara. A
second arms cache was discovered near a
cotiuge owned by an Awerican friend of
the Arin« family,

Late I"n-l.ly Might, April 24, a Cuban
ship landed at Puerto Coronade o0
the Caribbean coast of Panama nbout
60 miles northeast of .the capital. In it
were 33 armed n, Cubana and Pana-
maninas, and a woman nurse.

Three of the men drowned in the surf
as they tried to beach the boat, The rest
were quickly captured by Panama's Na.
tional Guard. Thres more Cuban ships
had left the Cuban ports of Cic:
and Batabano with the main inv
force of about 500 men. mostly Cibans
who had fouxht under Morgan, When
Raul Castro learnel that the spe |rluuul
had failed to penctrate Punama,

off the jnvasion uml onilered the three
Tollowup ships k to

Meanwhile,
eovered a hlue
Dame Margol,
items in it w

w

n officers die.
bag Iv!t behind b
mome e nte rsting
a nole huul. containing a

list of arms to be uscd in the two-prong.
tute

ol invasion,

nnp( of Pamana, a
table and sev

letters which b

€ wat alvo s fetter froas fila
star Juhin Wavne, g - it
nnted that As
from Wi g
1235 and A

Questioned by American agents,
yne uphmcsl that he and .\n.n were
tners in & shrimp-c:
neas, I don’i deal in po;
“I'm an actor.” The feds w.
he knew nothing abeut the sma vlnt.

Errol Flynn al:o was ash wit his
friendship with Arias 'lno) had been
seen together in Cuba, where Fiynn \\:u
making a movie based on
revolution, The screen swashbuck:
Arias wanted te hire Flynn's
ocean-going Zaca, for a trip to Panama.
Suspecting what he had in mind, Flynn
refused,

Sume CIA agents believe Morzan
......u. fub fave acdénated L Tadama
sion without Castro's consent. But
l'nld insisted: “I had nothing to dv with

" When the spearhend force splashed
ashore on 8 San Blas Indian reservation,
the CIA had a man at thc cene, He way
Alexanmder Rorke Jr., a fre ce journal-
ist, photographer und mlclhgcme agent.

Double doublecross

Son of a New York judge, Alex serv-
ed as a paratrooper and intetligenc
cialist in World War I In 11
married actress Jacqueline Billingsiey,
datugchter of Stork Club owner Sherman
Ritlingsley.

Frank Nelson, an American business-
man in Cuba, was involved with Sturgis,
Morgan and Rorke in virious plots, in-
cluding a_double doubleerosa. Nelson,
who now Lives in New York and has just
finished writing a hook titled “For a Mil-
ion Dollars,” told the New
starvted The counter-revolution
gainst Castro in 1959 beeause he arrest-
el a close friend of nine. [ went to sce
Frank Sturgis in Havans and asked it
there was anything he could do to get
my friend out of jail. lle sent me to
Morgan who was y close 1o Castre,
hut Morgan wasn't mtcrented in any-
thing hut noney.

“[ found out that ('rwkm was zoin;: to
invade the Dominir
went there and told
Jictator Rafael illo) about the inva-
sion plans. | said he should be ustro
ta ihe |mn.l| and invade Cu with

hel

5

Tnuxllo ( ll.nmn

vou can by
Let him
back to the mamtains nad

. Then you come in with
roarmy asd inoa few JLuys Castre js

Traable approved the wmlion-dollar
m-l pue up e cnait to get ! starte
i he pabl Marpan £300.000
B e e prenses” The
IOy OO0 100wt ta e pac | when
o al Usba b,

Stareia seon jearned the details of
t new plot and informed the ClA.
When the agency pulled Sturgis out of

Cuba n the summer o it scnt
Rorke in to find out what was happen-
ing,

Nelsan arranged a meeting between
Rorke and Morgan. Soon alter Rorke nr-
i i he phoned Morga s
woman  nnswered, identsf
“Mrs. Morgan” and toll

Herself as
Rorke to come on over. When he ot
there, he was arrested. The woman who
answered the phone was Vilmia Espi,

Raul Castro’s wife.

iy this time, Morgan h
about the inv. piot. % ut mon.
tioning the million dollars, he said he
hml pretemled to go along with Trujille
in order to set a trap.

In mid-Augnst, Morgan sent an ur-
gent radio message to the chief of Do-
minican niilitary intelligence. iHe he
had seizvd Trinidad, on the south coast
of Cuba, as an invasion beachhend.
When a [vhm-ln'ul of Dominican soldiers
and arms landed near Trinidad next day,
it was surrounded by 1,000 Cuban lrwps
led by Fidel Caatro himself,

The Dominicans were paraded before
TV camcras on their way to juil. Castro
denounced Trujillo and praiszed Morgan
as a hero. Less than two years
Morgan was exceuted by a Castro fiving
squad for a much less profitable plot.

What_became of the $600,000 is not
known. Neither Morgan's Cuban wife nor
his American family cver saw a cent of
it. Nor did Castro,

As soon a3 the Trujillo in
lapsed, Alex Rorke was rele
Jntl and deported from Cuba, But he re-
turned many times by air and sea. For
these clandestine trips, he use
eagine Beeeheraft plane, a
foat speedbuoat, the V:
cmpanied him on wtany mys-
terious missions,

On ene occasion, Rorke reportedly
Innded an execution syoml that tr
Failed to Kill Castr h‘trly in 19
Violyan 1il was detained in the B
when it stopped ta refuel on a run l -
tween the and Cuba, British intelhi-
genee apents queationed Rorke and he
17 Cuban raiders who were with bim,
Rorke told them the €fA hald finaneed
many trips of the Violynn {IU and “the
:mn| Ntates government, ”Irnllyh the
! In

told Fidel

Hligence Ay ||.h| ad-
lge of these trips.”
wenwee CEA aeenta tabl The News

. Rorke aml three

ts flew over
(L nnd tried to
L The boasha isse

{1%
ombs two il refin
od theiy targets and caused little dam-
SaKe L

Five months later, Rorke went on his
last mission. The r-old 1al\uuurcr
and his partner, ey Sullivan, 28, of
Waterbury, Cenn., tuck off from 'Ft.
Lauderdale, Fla., in a rented twin-engine
Beecheraft en Sept, 24, 1963, Two Cu-
bans ne mmp.mml thent,

Rorke and sullivan filed a fliy
indicatinz they were bound for
wua, where
freught  serv
stops — &t Cozumel Is
Yucatan Peninsula and at Belize, British
Honduras, When taey left Belize, the
plane disappearcd.

hat nixht, Stursis reccived a report

the jra. was o vidue .\uam;u
Frank i liately cailed the ¢ £
er of naval intellivence in Miami. A
sea search was launched by the
Coast Guard and Air Force. A pnvate
search pnru “.n organized later by
Rorke’s M wyer and personal
friend, Ellis Ruhn\. But no trace of the
missing Antericans or their plane was
ever found,

Forced onto boat

Some investizators believe the plane
was sabotaged by Castro agents, Frank
Nelson has another theory:
When they stopped to n-fucl at Stan-
ley Field near Belize,
American commercial ;ulu..
af Alamo, Texas, Alex said lhny were
headed for Tepucizalpa (eapital of the
Republic of Honduras).They took off in
the dircetion of Tegucigalpa, but they
never got there.
Several months latee, Turk reccived
information fro '

that had pulled into gho
Ltwa weeks earlier w eny
The fishing boat left immedia
the two Americ

I the:

ANy were put on beand”
e men were indeed Rorke and
Luba,

they  never  reached

n,
lnu--mgulmn are certain of ¢
ns whe left

two Cub orula w
and Sull stll with them
they made the twe fucl stops.
orty received by hoth
men was b wre
or wha suppocedly

and Ticd 1o the

wig ween in Ia fowr

 daprare]

g
m«\nUu after
aml Ruliivan

v
in Hlonduras
to Castro agents wha Subuapeit '}
tiem,
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