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At 3:10 pm. on March 4, 1660,
a French munitions ship blew up
in Havana havbor, killing at Jeast
5 people and injuring more than
200,

The vessel, Te Couvre, exploded dur-
ing the unloading of 76 fons of aminue
nitien and_grenades intended for Fidel
Castro’s military and police forces. Cas.
tro suspected  sabotage, but couldn't
prove it. The United States denied any
involyement in the incident.

r CLA agent tohl The News
that Le Couvre otaged
TA frozmen® He said an under-
ce demolition team slipped into the
ter at night and attached a homb to
the <hip's hull, under the waterline, The
nb. a Jdetonater and a timing device

v antainer, he aaid,
oexsngent adided that the frog-
e Cubans working for the CIA,

~

< definitely a ClA-connected
e said, -
ther setr-e raid the hombh was

! {0 wo off around 3 a.am, when
crfront was deserted, but some.

wrong with the timer anid
1 12 hours hafer, when the

wded with dovk workers

rhor traffie,

1 another scurce, formerly con-

o

bk E " R eyt Vol & ‘
Plew Up a Frends §

neeted with the CIA and other intolli-
genee agencies in the Caribbean area,
blamed ‘the hig bla<t on Gen, Rafael
Trujille, then dictator of the Dominicon
Republie,
Trupillo and
chief, Johany Al

% sinister intelligence
« hal many eonfer.
enves  with CEA officials and  secret
prs one accasicn in 1969,
Trujille offered CIA agents Frank Stuz.
&is and Pedro N anz, former chief
of Castra's Air Foree, $1 million te lea-t
an jnvasion of Cuba from the Domini-
ean Republic. Diaz lanz declined, tell-
ing his €TA bosses that he didn't want
to work for another dictator.
Plotting to kill Tru
While in the Dominican Republic to
confer with Trujiilo in 1961, Siures
alsa cantacted Dominican military offi-
Sers Wi were pintting to Kl Trujille,
The CIA avreed to give the plotters
Funs and amam n.
“The wun< arrived in boxes sent to a
supermirhet in Ciadad Trujitlo (the Do
minican capital,  now  ealled Ranto
Domingn),”  said Frank Nelson, an
American who worked with Trujillo in a
plot tn overthrow Castra. “The Domini.

ean officers didn't need the guns, They
alrewly Tad cnowsh stuff for @ wa
Th needed the maral support ¢f thre

and this was repies
pments.”

(4 YRR
sented by the av
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The = r nificers  assassinated
Trujille on May 50, 1961 Whether they

.SECNETS OF
THE ¢lA

used the CEA guns has not heen dis.
clo Bt similar weapons figured 1n
sl went  attempts  to exterm. e
Fraacois {Papa Doc) Duvalizr, the vao.
dou Nitier of Haiti, -

On the night of Aug. 26, 1963, a
converted B-25 bomber left Florida with
an arms shipment for Gen, Leon Can-
tava, a former Haitian Army command-
er who was planning to  invade his
homelind from the Deminican Republie,
which shares the island of Hispaniola
iti, The CIA plane svunped over

A ficld near the Dominican
military airport of Dajahon.

Waoden crates rnined doven on para.
chutes,  They contained mortars,
bazookas, M-1 tifles, 30-caliber ma-
chinegruns, M-3 tommygunx, .J3-caliber

Pistals, grenades and anmunivion,

The weapons were distribated among
210 JTaitian exiles who comprised
Cantav invasion army, Twy crossed
the Mavsaere River, horde hetweon

the Iwnin) Hepublie i Halti, on
e mizht of Sopt, 220 Late the follo
mdy hattle with
a ded the remnants
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of hie relu! hand M asvave the river
heir Dominican sanctitany,

Kk smull yrraun of Hai-
ees catered a UWS, Army Spee
eial forces camp in North Carolina for
traimnzy in guerriliz wa . Mot of

3

the Haitians were in their early 205 and
hal  atiended lege in the [nite

States after s in the 1 Army
or Air Force, All of them lived in New

York City

They had b
ClA fur what
est and most pitiful inv
bistory of Caribbean carnag

bray-
the

et et e n 3

The invasion force consieted of oaly
13 men, ei been trained M
by the Greenm Berets. ¢ bedongzed to ¥
an anti-Duvali voup callel Jeane  f
Haiti (Young Haitib. Nearly all of tae .
unlucky were the sons of Ha H
military  officers or wincialy whe 3
been killed by Duvalier’ «
iusle a 4
airnl i
tian Army €Cul. Ruge il &
clubbed to death by Papa Doc’s Tonton ;
Macoutes, {
They chartered a huat in Florida and ;

landed in ti on An o UG carrye
fng a variety of weapo @

CIA agents. Althourn the

doomed tu fuilure before it hegan, the

13 young New Yorkers managed to hold
eft hundreds of Dux c E
eutes, 4:

tiamen and Tonton M:

Taey were killed one hy one, and ¥V
thoxe who were left kept fig ]
last three in
tron an Oct.

then threw stones at
the troops who gunned them down. The
heads of all 14 e cut oif ant sent to
the presidential palace in Port-au.
Prince, -

Drops two gasoline drums

On JMay 20, 1963, a B-25 flow over
Duvalier’s palice and dropped two g
line drums, one of which Llew a he
the street outide the Haitian White
Mouse. The ather did not explode. The
plane was niloted by an Ameriean who
reportedly had done contract jobs for
the CIA,

A much more imaginative, though no
more successful, CLA plot w i
ing on another burner at < time. Ity
®im was the relcase of the U.S.S. Puc-
blo and her crew, captured hy comu.
rist North Korea in Junuary, 1968,

CIA  afficials  npamed  the  Puebin
project “Operatinn Sword,” but those
who taok part refer te it as “the Mexi-
can thing.” It went from the plannime
stage 10 the recruiting siage in the
sunimer of 1948, when 2 classified ad
appeared in a Ft. Lawderdale news-
paper, offering “adventure” and “high
Pay” to qualified upplicants,

The ad was placed by Rar Sand-
strom, a Ft. Lauderdale lawyer whe al.
edly had worked for the €I\ as a
L About 60 men answered the ad
and Sandstrom forwarded the leiters to
Sturgis, who was in charge of the
operation.

Trujilo, dictator of the Dominican Republic, offered $1 million for a Cuban invasion.

In the Caribbean, the CIA got involved
in dozens of schemes, including blowing up

U.S.8, Pueblo, ity cap!
were still in confinen:
“We were going Lo threaten to sink
the communist ship and kill all the hos-
tages if any ship of any country came
close. It was supposed to look like a
pirate operation, orzanized by American
mercenaries and anti-Castro Cubans,”

In preparation for the trip tn Mexi-
€0, guns, camping equipmnent, medicine,
bandages, uniforins and other supplies
were hidden in door pancls, seats and a
false trunk of 2 1963 Falcon that was
outfitted by the mechanics of a Miami
karage owned by two CIA employees,

The volunteers were to provide their
awn transportation to Mexico and their
own weapons amil camn; gear,

“The men hiud o get o ihe eeting
Guadalajura, at their own ex-

Gonzales said. “The contract
dida't go into efivct until they got
there. How they got there was their
business.”

and crew, wha

Running out of money

One of the recruits, Robert Curtis,
later testified in a enurt case resnlting
from the operation: "When we got to
Guadalajuea, the hotel we were sup-
posed to go to was torn down. We went
across the street to Los Americanos
(another hotel), We left the car parked
out front where he (Sturgis) could see
it. We waited three weeks and we were
running out of moncy.., so we went to
2 gun shop ami sold my Japanese

$10.

Frank and the rest of the yang
eventually arrived and proceeded to a
training camp Gonzales had set up in
the mountains near the Guatemals bor-
der. It rained much of the time they
were there and they called their base
Canip diuw,

After two weeka there, they moved
to Camp Sand on the heach near the
Yucatan fishing villave of Progreso.
They chartered the (ishing hoat Amigo,
smuggled guns and ammo aboard, and
set off to met the Cudan vessel. Hut
the charts they had ohtained te guide
them through the Gulf and Caribbean
were 16 years old and, therefore, not
completely accurate.

They cruised south along the Yuea.
tan coast fur four duve, entered Central
American waters and then ran aground
on a reel two miles off Belize, capital
of British Honduras.

“We threw a lot of gear over the
side,” Gonzales said. “We waited uniil
the tide came in. Then everybody jumpe
ed into the water to help get her oif
the reef althoush there were sharks
around. We didnt intewl to go into
Helize but the propeller and shaft were
bene and there was o small Jeak, We
'lnkinz on waler aml needed re-

e Slurg(i_s h:l'll already anpointed Max ;:l:lrl"‘l'

orman Gonzales, win had wo, 1 with . oppe .. M
hi IV IO . ; When the Amivo limped into part,
i o ki i, ey a French ship and killing Trujillo rigimg ey e, Ao, el into port

ot Lae letters
. Frank eventu-

and personal intervi

errs boarded her, Bri Hondrran au-

ally picked 11 volunte.

i it was oan

thorities at fi tha,
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“This aperation wa

Sturyris_anil
tionel by Rrit-

invasion from Guatemal
his dirty dozen were

stopped by the Cuban vessel, The skip- isl\ki"“‘“ir""ﬂ' peents. Thon  Stareis
ner of the Soviet ship probably woutd  SRE to the American consul
not be suspicions of & boarding party gy shington, the comsil toll him ot to

wearne Cuban Navy uniforms,

| “We waull then eapture the shie,
We were o tahe o i neint off th
3 o Veneenela, The orde

¢
Ammerteans were  refeaseld
K to Moo,

ol to et 31300 a
1 ot fon comule.
Curtes said larer,
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