ditor 7627 uld lteceiver ..oad

The liew fitatesian rredericl, ad. 21702
condon, Lngland tfte q1

vear Lditor,

Widle * intend this letter forFohn :‘_nger, -~ h.ve no recent address for hin and,
because tlere is so wuch controversy about the colng Jliver wtone filn )lhat I say about
it, fron j r::cnaj: kmwlenbe , not fron sowrces, nay interest you.

I'11 appreciate yuur forvarding this to hin. along with an enclosed separate and pri-
vate lester. £ aygof what I nay herein is of interest tof you, please feil free to use
it with one restr_ction: nuflt:‘uu; I say is intended to be eritical of Yohn and I do not
want it miused that way. I cam identify his sources, alnost without exception, and he was
back in 1964 guite justilied in considering then dependable sources.

1T you know any others who nay be intercsved in this subject, Z'1L respond to any
questiong until 8 v.n. our tine. I a: now T8, in aurimu;lmalmired health, cannot
help riging early, and not long af'ter 8§ T should be abed.

If you or any in the sritish press who ua? be interested have Mashington correspon-
dents, %her are welecone to all the infor ation Z have and the use of our copier.

ﬁy apologies to you aml to Yolu fron iy typing. - do not want to delay and the ends
of mr Tingers are split. «nd as Joln nay resember, my vision was not good when we spent
some tine together in llew Orlemxa.u;ucl in Dallas, where he was ureparing for an arsicle to
apoear on the fifth anniversary of the JI assassination. I still retenber soue of hig
Kindnesses then.

Deur John, to the couplinents you paid vin Uarrison you could well lave said that he
is one of the nest charming of nen, so f:ersunnble, go eloguent, so persuasive. I like you
and so pany others vwas quite persuaded by all he =udd and like you ?trusted hin, believed
him and lad no doubt tha:t the charges he had filed cere the result of an eicellent investi-
ga.don by him. Because ny i:terest when L was in llew Urleans was in Osswald, I never
quesatiuneathin abont lis Shaw case. / .Ltm.d; il J'VM{-, ales!

But the tragic trubh as 1 was so late learning is that he is off unabashed and uninhi-
bited a liar as in 76 years I have over known. “he ghastly fact is that he just nade it up
as he went and never conducted what can reasonably be called an investigation at all.

I tldnk I can anticipate hov you feel by now but please keep an open uind. I think ¥
you'll soon see enough to widerstand and perhaps be shocked.

a8 you uay remembe:, when you vere then in lew Urleans I was ssaying vith our friend
satt lierron. You should renenber that one night vhen it was rather warn and I got up from
a tatsruss on the floor while yuite exhausted frow so little sleep I Dassed out and in
falling denolished latt's harpsichord. When I careto it was yeu hoveriung over ne. < still

reienber and aporeciate Yeur coucolll.



You and llatt left Dallas the dar before 1 vanied to. *ou vere lkdnd enowsh to let ue
use your rented ear. I had a ndnor accident with £t in the airport traffic t e next day.
You uny not receiiver it but L was 111 wul slamed to fly Lone f'ron Dallas. But Garrison
Phanze-. pe. -~ Just had to return to Yeu OUrleans. He had the nost inporant picce of evi-
dence wets and - in pardicular just had 9 see it. o said he'd have ilatt neet ne at the
airport. Yo, I was on the evening lane and Lati did uweet ne,

Vo had a long wait at the airport. Yhat was rme-ui‘ the twe tines 1 baggage wag
intercepsed myl we waited for it. .att stopped off at the Palais <oyal on airline and I
bought enought clothing and toilet articles to tide ne over. o, alter what Yarrison had
me return for, - had to awvait the dell ery of 1y intercented lugpapge. Portunately!

e lmx;/u mog}i;}{: ‘f Bl:rthia vronised touent of nenents, I vas in Garrison's office
w. th gsone of )L{In aﬁ:afi‘(a"ﬂuarren Gont i ssion witueun_,u}un*lca llall iteele 1I, and a novie
projertor.

Vith what he regarded as an aprgpeiate e.planation of just why this sensation ve
were abous to enjoy was so significant, lie had one of his detectives turn the rojector
on. lie ssurted to project an exception liy poor copy of vhat resained of the VIUU-TV
Tilm of Dewald, including his Literature distribiition outside the ~nternational Trude
hart, the old buiovding. Shaw vas #‘ﬁ? general Lanager,

dut nuch of it had been projected wheu L decided that what I was about to offer did
not Wiolate an agreenent 1'd tiade. So I aslked Jin if he wonld not rather see a clear mrint.
Surprised, he asled it I had it and I took it Tron what you uay renenber is a very larye
attache case.

I do not knov what articles you read bufors writing tlds piece but if you read ne
quoted as saving that as an Investigator Garrison could not find pubie hair in an over-
aaed and underelenned whore hours - at rush hour, - vas quoted corvectly. VWhat I now say
is a minor i1llustration of it.

Johann ltush was the LU shotogracher. & Secret tervice report states that he gave
it 17 prints nade fron his footage. I was quite s aised that Gar ison d.d not have them
so I awgested to andrev "hg_'_‘ o' Seiarbra, the agsistant Da cleosest Lo 3 arrison in those
days, that with Jﬂmnu having noved to LGan i:rmzeisco, he iight ask his parents in.flwavepq_jﬂ'
if he'd ieft copies with them. Vhen Iﬂ ieamed that “arrison also had not even seen the
film = went o (DSU. Zts news director, Ld l’lanerJ let ne nake a copy with two resirictions,
that I respect their copyright and + not let Garrison have it. On learuing that Yohann had
not left the filn with his sarents Garrison had Sciaubra phone the former professional
theff for the Fu: to whon Garrison was so a‘tached, the ver: one who planted the phony
SDCHE 210 and bLouk on Uarpison, B3ill Qwmer (one of the few Lei livover fired), and ask hin
to get orints of those 17 prints. Turner never asked for the. but Rush offered hin thes
poor cony of that footage. I had o 19:11'5? ﬁmwituﬂh thut he'd lwe it no copies of those 17
prints. “he inportance of this is that tm:r'(% not Lent the outtakes.

Al



S0, vhat was this nost inportant of all evidence?

"Sgop it! Stop it right right there. o, fo back a feu franes. There!"

s face as radiant as Z'd ever seen -t Garrison then pointed to a nan walking toward
the canera and exclained, "Shat's Shaud" He then pointed to a door and gloated," Yhat is
his secrot entrance!"

fhe nan was not Shav. Tee door did not opei frou the gtreet. It vwas a fire door. and
wha® in %l uvorld weould lwve been secret about a doorway onto a nain street? and vhy in
the world did the building vanager, so vell=lioun a tan, need any "gecret" door?

ligne ol us guid anything except as & nov recall a bit of his nsual sycophancy fron
Turner, who was one of Ga}'risuu‘u teyjor pobile disasterd, details of which I will not
now go into.

Garrison then turned to Stevle, then a sarine liotie on leave, He is in the filn, hunding
out copies of Uswald's "Hands ofi Cuba!" e shect. Osuald had lired hin for v2.00 in the
menploynent-colipensation line, to which Steele returned. ile ynessoouned oteele, petting
loss than Uteele hnd Sestified to bei'ore thodarren woridasion. When he oxeised Steele 1
asied fiteele if he'd rind snwering a question or two Tor ne. L wanted a geconl source
on so.ething 'd learned and that even the cubbiest of cub reporters ought not have over-
loowed. sut Garrison had.

Jesse Core was the public infortation officer of the Yrade “art. le had his own D.Te
business in that buipding and he-was a close and intimate friend of Shav's. Ils had aiso
been canpaijm nanager of bYarrison's first canaign. and Garrison never spolke to il about
Wig Shav "ecase." It was Core, as the Commission's disclosed records report, who vhoned the
#BI to corplain about Osuald's deonstration.

G told ne - and Steele contirmed -~ that he vas onv of “wo yowy nen Oswald had
yatgmt helping hin hand those sheets out and w:l/i:t wh?n the eammeas left, Osvald ended ite

This i one of many aoofs L pot of (J.r:,'.ruldd asuociates in uhon “arrison had no in-
terest at all. lot even that, as } also developed, it vas not Uswald who got those shects
Tyon the printer. Une deron investigator, Yarrison!

I regretted very uuch having been comied into roturning to seu Oréeans when T'd Leen
away fron hone a nonth and was not weli witil jued befere I had to leave to catch the
plene. I do not lmou whether ther arranged it or «hether - blindered into it but I ddd
lenrn fron Scimabra and Powis Ivon of how Garrison leumr.l to cormemorate toe Tifth annd-
versary ol the JiK assassination. They had i‘uileclfl to discou age hin, except that another
assistant Da, Jin aleock, later a judge, had gotser hin to reduce the conune:moratiox'ls‘neu
charpes he was yoim_'; to file to two nen.

Gm':.'ison'n# nidentification” cae from vhat vas incorrectly lmown, Garison being
inaginative in maldng things up, as Wil trenp picturcs." hs of my last movldge Yliver

Seone still indsted on their weaning as invented by Yarrison. opain I wont give you all



Grimma brothers details. Lvon, chief investigator, and Scianbra, asked ne to try to talk
Garrison out of it. I soid I'd go houe, coue back, and try. 2 also asked for two sets of
those nictures and suo mew envelopes in vhich %7 nail then. I adiressed and nailed thon at
the airport, ;E'é’n two Toruer W8I agents both of whon believed there had been a conspivacy
to kill _ﬁég. Ueithor fnevw 1'd aske ' the other. Inde endently, I learned fron each the

identical story, that those $lwee ven were not tramps but vere winos; that when after

the assassination the police were searching the entir-u aven, ther lad been Towd guzrling
wing an! stinking fron it in an erty railroad Loxear pavied behind the Uent-al dnnex
Post ufi fee. Lt was an hour amd o half after the assassination. (Thic is what (_}urriaon
had ﬂu mind in tellinys ror that soue of then lumys around aiter the d._r"‘ileed was done.)

They were narched nore than three blocks, frou behinf 217 S. Houston to the triple-
undurpag:s and then at a righs angle to aud Pmat the depository building in front of
vhich JFK had been ldlled. Ywat was the only way to wall t]u\n out. The news _hotogs
were filndng everwthing that noved, including them. & ran I d interestd ‘n searching for
wunovn piletures, Richard Sprague, got copies oif them and he; and E‘}m'riaon irn:ecb.atel;r
said t]myl:errz assassing disguised as tranps, thus the nane "Tranp Pictures.’

leithe r ther nor the nwiy others Yarrison interested in those pictures, not the
least of whon was llaric kane( nou shifted farthur to%he right than he'd been to the left)
ever uentioned that none of the nen was handeuffed and rone of the three wiforned officers
had his g;‘_stol‘ or revolver out. Wmﬂ.tm't n denon Investigator have eipocted that at least
if ke had corraled suspected assassing?

To begin vith varrison "identified" ﬁm/ tliree men as the "shooters. lo inveustigation,
it Jjust waus sv becmuse he seid 2t was so. How ther could have shot north and then have
the shot o sharply east did not cu::ceﬁ‘f%" until 7 raised that guestion. \So, “tone now
lios- he can't tell the truth even by accident - and Iusists they vere "arrested," as
the-("mre not, just minites after the ahouting and had befin fouudﬂ in a railroad passenger
car dlreetly behind the depository building. )

Larlier that vear, rightlafter Ur. sing was Jdlled, a sietch of ti'( nlleged assassin
appeared “u t'e papers. i vas obviously drawn frow the one of those "tranps" Garrison
referred to as "Frenchi" (Md later as iymdon Johuson's farm .anager! Cerceiving what I did
I gave copies of a pieture and the sketch to the locall’BI agent. That cauve an investiga-
tion the resdlts of which I got later. I digress to ‘.':ell you how because it does relate to
how authoritatively I speal,

4a the result of abrut a dozen '0Z4 lawsuwits Z've gobten about o thikd of a uiliion
oages of eouce-withheld uffieciel records, nostly on the Jit, Most of the rag'*;e on the Fmg
asgassination. Garrison had 1o intefest in theu and I had nost of then belre he wrote

his book. Stone had no intereast in them yet lhie proclains he had stwlied all tlat has cone

to light. (le is reallr veferrigg to tle vany theories, all unproven, uost unetable.) sll



G

working in the field imow that I give access to al. writers, Knowing full well that
L disggree with what ther believe and will write. Yhis inelndes use of o copier. any-
way) I have the iBI hendquarters and Dallas and llew Urleans files as a result of several
of tose lawsuits. - a.so have their records on ue. - got the results of the I'BI's in-
vestigation of %4t assassin sketch. It includes iMtervieuws vith the editors of the pajers
that oun those nictures and with the tloee nen din Luzit'oru, one a deputy the other two
policemen. ey cnufi:m? the investipations nade for ve but in fact they say the boxtcar
in which those winos were fownd was even farthur avay. In this thery erred.

Comron sense alone indicated that “arrison was wildly irresponsible, as is u'hone,
utene nore so because he knows the truthy ﬂd with this oppoof of whnt a nomstrous fraud

AWNC) v
ins about to dencan the fifth asuassi: uatmn ammiversary with T-—eoai:ed—-}-:t-:—nf-—'-ea-ml,

s tanporar: G‘Ts’ﬁr—umu dpy Orlecns.

! uorl'ml with what few records Bill Joxley gﬂéruted in vorssing directly Tor “arrison
m; v

&
oLl ~le inveotipgato:'s, all, like hinm, policemun. He is also a crininologist. They uade

for e obvious investipations I asked fur and Garrison had not had made.

One of t'e two tien he was abput tochar:e vwith veing an assassin in 1‘}L:3 had nctaually
]-'1 lled hinself in ligy_Urleans in 1482!2obert Perrin. '."}19 o"he yas alnost as wild. Based
on burrmnn s false clain that hn was one of those tiree Garrison Hug going to charge
Bdgar Lugene dradley, the ucst-coast r«apre-;entut' ve ol an ultru-—ri{;lﬂ (3! sst-cuaat jroacher,
dev Carl 1u.-Lnt¢rry -I-iemlhmu not a darmed thing on either nan to hg.n with.

Staying at hattsds I worked quite hard and the. pave .:ciar.xbru a neno that begins by
saving that vhat Doxley did was go out and nake up and feed bacl to Uarrison what larrison
had himeelf nade up without a shred of evidence, even rationality.

Garrison was not abput to coufess so inst ad he saved his owun face by firing Jdoxley,
cliarging what he kaew vas false, that the CIA had infiltrated gﬂ—ﬂté‘l to wreck his
investigntion. Uarrisun has insisted on hiring Boiley over vigorous staff objections and
rather tha: being a eity enpluyee, an assistant Du as Stone hac sz his original serint,
paid hin fron d;:i.\'utu funds.

e is wwecognixable in Uurrisun's boolz, which lies tloon,iweus as thowg his life
depended on it.

Wheh knowing jus®t avout nothing at all a»out.ﬁtorm Z learned enrly this eur that
he was gpsing his movie on Uarrison's bouly I wrote ldn 4-5000 words and offered hin
more docunentation thaff 1 attached, uvn +ebruary 8.le did not respond.

Yhen soteone in his field nailed ne a copy of his seript. It was wretchedly bad and
wrong and gquite dishonest.

Llon have fallen for his nanufacture, that the najor "entableshient” r.v.%in is vut to
wet hin.fe lnows very well what happened. and I alone, not the LIa or the media an res-

. |
pongible for it.



I've knoun Georpge sardner for 25 years and have often been his source and have not
known hin to err in any of nany stories. le is the reporter tie rost sent t'ew Orleans
when the Gar<ison ssory broke. \He vas an another assijmneant at She tine of the Dhaw
trial and did nst cover it.) George cane up, I gave hin the script that Stone, !mowing
it was inpnsuib}_e for e, a.leged that - stole, plus o seleetim ol ny ret{))rds of ny
Lorls in and about lidw Orleans, and before o ator” was mblished he checited it with ne.
‘here is no error in it at al.. Periud‘. '

It ia a sensatignal expose, Dothing: else vas requirad to generate other uedia in-
terest in it. Tine did a siece and others have folloved. There is a gouvd one in the curreunt
dsguire and those writing for other publications have been in foueh with we. =1" you have
Lardner's story vou's know I au his .ource. il-e 84Y8 80.

Thin alone gives vou a readiy on Stone, vho conned you and others with his fabrication
that thle nelin, the CIA and all who opoose hha® he is doing to cumerc_:inlize? eipoit that

credf trageds are out to pet hine le ig clever tha' vay, wided by s abgence of scruple
or principle.

You nay not renenber pt but I suffer the Lordsvorthian cm/aa, of being the first. I

'1‘101 internationnl rejection of 1y first bLook - then publﬁmhed/anri Daseme

had nore thu
I was broke had not a sennyr for any pronotion stili uaclu a bestUseller of it. Vithout
any reviev in ay najor publication. Th\%{: o the vay, fo tre of all seven books L've
published. So L 'ave no reason to be and an not part of that "established" g;ggs, which

dd not even rnpnr't it vhen the FOZa was anended in 1974 over o.e of uy Lawsubtas. The

ol and <he UIa hate no and I have no eomection with either. e

In short, John, you wvere iied to. “tone had plenty of tine s reurite ﬂuéript
and he docided not to. le continued with vhat he knows is a couplete fruud\uuvf‘ig began
by proclairdng that he vouldd be recording hheir history for the peoplt?(md would tell then,
and <'m using his vords, "who" killed their .'resident, "\lh;"' and "how". Lven alter he got
iy Lemgthyr zuul}etu:n.led letter he continued with this li(. so well designed to promnote his
ex loitation. \\ly else do you thin he ealised his conany "Canelot" and titled the filn
which is no% about JE "JFE?Y Uy do you think he adid fine actors lilte Bd waner Lig fees
for walk -of parts? So he could —and did-use *helr naues to validate his noustious lie,I
have instances that he actually wrote.)

Uhigfihas grown with the detail longer than I'd i.tended so - sldp to where you urite
that "a prineipal source for this piece is the excellent monthly, igot, or u_es of Our Times,'
without other identification I presue you did not have.

It is published by Garrison 's book publisher!

Un its stafl’ is Geoffrer Sidar, coauthor with Kone o the seript and bax editor
of Garrison's book. lie alsu teaches journalism. Yet he did nof checiding of Garriso's
book at all. le wrote on-loi the Lout pieces you Liked. .Ih it he lies in saying that I
halpilgg Stone. Lnd betweem then he and .Ytonv Jatow so little about the facts of Loth the

a



assassination and of Yurrison's "probe" that the orijdnal seript had tuo bad guys
holding Fnrrle s head in the toilet by Iis hwsd hadr. s I published in Oswald in Hew
Urlmu‘u;, to vhich the publisher, vithous asldng ne, asked Garrison to write a forevord,
Ferrie had not a hair on his body. Ile had alo;iéuin totalis!

Whis issue of "Lies Of Bur *iues" could not be more appropriately titled. ){ou have
no way of knowing it but the series of articles. that inpressed you ar- lies, very, very
big lies. '

Uore ny health bester Z'd have written then. I will, if only for the historical
record. L've highlighted those articles for uhen & feef up to it.

wtone has also bought the rights to use a conmendiun of all the nutty and uproven
thoories b Jin lLarrs, whzj-imrma nothing about the established fact of the assassination
and ha: been interested in only theue theories. ln does not even wderssand then and
«ven lmg soln of then skeved.

Uith a single exzception, a fiie and repusable pathologist on whose nane he tades,
“tone never nentions the nanes of those he deseribes as "respected researchers" he has
used, Yhe reaso: is sinple: thery are soue ol those with these absolutely nutty theories!
He and Didar use my nane and the tate Lylvia lieagher's as helping hin. This is a lmowing,

rotten lie. ﬁe latows Z oan responsible for iz being exnosed and he has asked nothing
at all fron ne. be tried and tailed to buy the right to use ieagher's book fron her heir.

}_mt have you vun independent neans of satisfying yburse.f that tlose wretched ex-
ploiters are liars in Sklar's atricle.

If Ytone had not begun ldis novie preonotion, coineiding with the release of his novie

"Doora,"

and thus promoting bLoth, with the wequivoecal epresentation quoted above, that
it is non-fiction, There would be no questioning his »ight to say anythinge he, Garrison
or any others ol ftlmt ilk just nade up. byt he did represent vhat = yuote, he did continue

to use those very vorda ai‘ter} begun the exosure of what he io I.‘l}'p up to, and there is
nov notling he can do than can change it, much as he has fron tine to trjv,véemad tn back
off'. He has every prpapect of deceiving and mislending nore people than anyrthing since

the Warren Heport. iand this is the only reason I caused his accurate, quite factual and
accurate, exposure.

It was not the "established" press or any govermment agency and J.: imov of nothing
either has done alone this line, ‘bga:t he and is agsociated scum alleye.

He did not respond the several tine }mﬁ:':sied my name as helping him. 4fter g {lse
response o Eardner that the lost published I wrote hin a point-by-point refutation. That
tine L heard from Jane Rusconi, vho signed herself g "research coordinator. " Uhe nade
a thiniy-hidden effort to bribe ne. I declimed it. You are vekeoue to copies if rou have
any farther interest.

I recognize you froi the sketeh, suipither the yeurs 'hnve been good to you or the artist ‘
was. I hope the forner. Bost wishes, “arold Veisberg |/ z /lﬂ

A



JOHN
PILGER

Washington
ive years after the assassination of John
Kennedy, | had dinner in New Orleans
with Jim Garrison, then the city's dis-

trict attorney. Garrison had gathered
enough evidence to persuade three judges
and a grand jury to indict a New Orleans
businessman called Clay Shaw for con-
spiring with at least two others to murder the
president.

Garrison's case contradicted the findings
of the official Warren Commission, which in
1964 handed down 26 volumes of patently
inconclusive reassurance that Lee Harvey
Oswald, the accredited assassin, had acted
alone. The commission's report has since
been largely discredited, not least by the US
Congress whose House Assassinations
Committee in 1978 found that "President
John F Kennedy was probably assassinated
as a result of a conspiracy.” Every opinion
poll has indicated that most Americans
agree,

However in the late 1960s Garrison was a
lone voice, and a courageous one. Estab-
lished forces, including Kennedy's succes-
sor Lyndon Johnson, had backed the Warren
Commission; and Garrison himself was a
prominent public official in a conservative
southern city whose burghersdid not mourn
Kennedy. His life was also threatened as a
matter of routine; yet he was respected as a
remarkable investigator who marshalled his
evidence with care and tenacity; and he was
incorruptible.

Garrison believed that Oswald was telling
the truth when he announced to the world's
press, shortly before his own assassination
in the Dallas police headquarters, that he
was a “patsy”. “Actually," Garrison told me,
“Oswald was a decoy who never knew the
true nature of his job. He never expected to
die. There were about seven men involvedin
an old-fashioned ambush of the president
Shots came from the three directions and the
assassination team didn't leave the scene
until well after they had done the job. They
were fanatical anti-Castro Cubans and other
far-right elements with connections to the
Central Intelligence Agency.”

Garrison's theory was that Kennedy had
been working for a peaceful détente with
Castro and the Soviet Union and had been
already thinking ahead to an American with-
drawal from Vietnam. Carl Oglesby, whose
lobby group successfully urged the setting
up of the Congressional Select Committee
on Assassinations, recently wrote that Garri-
son, now a judge, believed that Kennedy was
killed and Oswald framed “by a right-wing

Death in
Dallas

Rightwingers plotted to kill
JFK, a new film says

‘parallel government' seemingly much
like ‘the Enterprise’ discovered in the Iran-
Contra scandal in the 1980s and currently
being rediscovered in the emerging BCCI
scandal”,

" Almost 28 years after Kennedy was shot,
Jim Garrison is back on the American stage:
put there by the Hollywood director Oliver

Stone, whose latest film, JFK, is based sub--

stantially on Garrison's 1988 memoir On the
Trail of the Assassins. Although he has not
finished filming, Stone has found himself in-
creasingly under attack. The established
press, which greeted the Warren Com-
mission’s report and barely acknowledged
the congressional findings that undermined
it, has let fly at Stone on the basis of one
leaked first-draft script.

In the Washington Post, the reporter who
covered the Warren Commission, George
Lardner, was given a page to mock Stone and
Garrison. Referring to Garrison's sugges-
tion that as many as five or six shots might
have been fired at Kennedy, Lardner wrote,
“Is this the Kennedy assassination or the
Charge of the Light Brigade?” The Congres-
sional Assassinations Committee found that
at least four shots and perhaps as many as
six were fired. Two-thirds of the eyewit-
nesses reported a number of shots that came
from in front of Kennedy and not from be-
hind, where Oswald was hiding.

When I first went to Dallas in 1968, I inter-
viewed five people who clearly remembered
hearing shots that came from the bridge
under which Kennedy's motorcade was
about to pass. The trajectory path of a bullet
was still engraved in the pavementin Dealey
Plaza; it could not have been fired by Oswald
from behind.

One of the witnesses I spoke to was Roger
Craig, a Dallas deputy sheriff on duty in
Dealey Plaza as Kennedy's motorcade ap-
proached. He said that not only did the shots
come from in front of Kennedy, but he saw
Oswald getting into a waiting station wagon
in Dealey Plaza 15 minutes after the shoot-
ing. Craig later identified Oswald at Dallas
police headquarters. He said Oswald re-
marked,"Everybody will know who | am
now.” According to the Warren Commission,
Oswald was nowhere near the police station
when Craig saw him. After he repeated his
evidence to Garrison, Craig was shotatina
Dallas parking lot. When I met him, he and
his family were being constantly followed
and watched.

That was 1968, only five years after the
assassination, during which an estimated 35
{0 47 people connected with it had died in

unbelievable circumstances. Two Dallas re-
porters, who were at a meeting with night
club owner Jack Ruby the night before he
killed Oswald, died violently: one when a
revolver “went off” in a police station, the
other by a “karate chop” in the shower at his
Dallas apartment. The well-known columnist
Dorothy Kilgallen, the only journalist to have
a private interview with Jack Ruby during
his trial, was found dead in her New York
apartment after telling friends that she was
going to Washington “to bust the whole thing
open”. ACIAagent, who had also told friends
he could no longer keep quiet about the
assassination, was found shot in the back
in his Washington apartment. David Ferrie,
a pilot, was found dead in his New Orleans
home with two suicide notes beside him.
Four days earlier Ferrie had told reporters
that Garrison had him “pegged as the get-
away pilot in an elaborate plot to kill
Kennedy". ‘

Midlothian is down the road from Dallas.
When I met Penn Jones, the editor of the
Midlothian Mirror, his offices had just been
firebombed. Every day Penn Jones devoted
space in his paper to evidence that the War-
ren Commission had ignored or dismissed
out of hand. He showed me a pirated copy of
the famous "Zapruder film", shot by a passer-
by in Dealey Plaza and the only detailed
record of Kennedy being shot. It shows Ken-
nedy and Texas governor John Connolly,
who was seated in front of Kennedy, clearly
being struck by separate bullets—once
again, contradicting the Warren Com-
mission. Time-Life bought the film for
$25,000 but refused to release it for public
viewing until Garrison subpoenaed it.

Garrison's efforts to build a case were fre-
quently sabotaged. The extradition of princi-
pal witnesses from other states was refused;
the FBI refused to cooperate. Garrison failed
to convict Clay Shaw, because he could not
prove Shaw's CIA connection. In 1975—a
year after Shaw died—a senior CIA officer,
Victor Marchetti, claimed that both Shaw
and Ferrie were connected to the CIA, and
that the CIA had secretly backed Shaw
against Garrison, who had been right all
along.

Perhaps this cannot now be proved; and
Shaw, after all, was acquitted by a jury. But
whether or not Garrison's version of events
is “correct”, none of the evidence he assem-
bled is mentioned in the attacks on Stone.
Readers of the Chicago Tribune have been
told that Stone’s film will prove “an insult to
intelligence” and to “decency”. The writer
had not seen the script. Still, “there is a point
at which intellectual myopia becomes mo-
rally repugnant. Mr Stone's new movie
proves that he has passed that point. . ."

Garrison has always been cautious about
directly implicating the US government, in
the form of the CIA, and agrees with the
congressional committee’s chief counsel
who argued that the conspiracy originated in
the Mafia. But he sees no logic in leaving it
there. The Mafia and the CIA have long had
close ties, notably in the infamous "Oper-
ation Mongoose”, a CIA plot to kill Fidel
Castro using Mafia assassins, If the Mafia
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unbelievable circumstances. Two Dallas re-
porters, who were at a meeting with night
club owner Jack Ruby the night before he
killed Oswald, died violently: one when a
revolver “went off” in a police station, the
other by a “karate chop” in the shower at his
Dallas apartment. The well-known columnist
Dorothy Kilgallen, the only journalist to have
a private interview with Jack Ruby during
his trial, was found dead in her New York
apartment after telling friends that she was
going to Washington “to bust the whole thing
open”. A CIA agent, who had also told friends
he could no longer keep quiet about the
assassination, was found shot in the back
in his Washington apartment. David Ferrie,
a pilot, was found dead in his New Orleans
home with two suicide notes beside him.
Four days earlier Ferrie had told reporters
that Garrison had him “pegged as the get-

away pilot in an elaborate plot to kill

Kennedy”.

Midlothian is down the road from Dallas.
When I met Penn Jones, the editor of the
Midlothian Mirror, his offices had just been
firebombed. Every day Penn Jones devoted
space in his paper to evidence that the War-
ren Commission had ignored or dismissed
out of hand. He showed me a pirated copy of
the famous “Zapruder film", shot by a passer-
by in Dealey Plaza and the only detailed
record of Kennedy being shot. It shows Ken-
nedy and Texas governor John Connolly,
who was seated in front of Kennedy, clearly
being struck by separate bullets—once
again, contradicting the Warren Com-
mission. Time-Life bought the film for
$25,000 but refused to release it for public
viewing until Garrison subpoenaed it

Garrison's efforts to build a case were fre-
quently sabotaged. The extradition of princi-
pal witnesses from other states was refused;
the FBI refused to cooperate. Garrison failed
to convict Clay Shaw, because he could not
prove Shaw's CIA connection. In 1975—a
year after Shaw died—a senior CIA officer,
Victor Marchetti, claimed that both Shaw
and Ferrie were connected to the CIA, and
that the CIA had secretly backed Shaw
against Garrison, who had been right all
along.

Perhaps this cannot now be proved; and
Shaw, after all, was acquitted by a jury. But
whether or not Garrison's version of events
is “correct”, none of the evidence he assem-
bled is mentioned in the attacks on Stone.
Readers of the Chicage Tribune have been
told that Stone's film will prove “an insult to
intelligence” and to “decency”. The writer
had not seen the seript. Still, “there is a point
at which intellectual myopia becomes mo-
rally repugnant. Mr Stone's new movie
proves that he has passed that point . . ."

Garrison has always been cautious about
directly implicating the US government, in
the form of the CIA, and agrees with the
congressional committee’s chief counsel
who argued that the conspiracy originated in
the Mafia. But he sees no logic in leaving it
there. The Mafia and the CIA have long had
close ties, notably in the infamous “Oper-
ation Mongoose”, a CIA plot to kill Fidel
Castro using Mafia assassins. If the Mafia

Denis Doran/Natwork

Killed Kennedy on its own, GLarnson sad
recently, “why did the government so hastily
abandon the investigation? Why did it
become so eagerly the chief artist of the
cover-up?"

Stone's film suggests that the assassination
of Kennedy allowed Lyndon Johnson to es-
calate the Vietnam war. After winning the
presidency in 1964 as a "peace” candidate,
Johnson staged the Gulf of Tonkin “inci-
dent”, a wholly fraudulent tale about North
Vietnam attacking American ships—and
began to bomb North Vietnam in 1965. The
marines were soon on their way. The sugges-
tion that the US did not “stumble” into Viet-
nam “naively” or “by mistake" is itself
enough to enrage the guardians of faith.

Certainly it says much about the control of
“mainstream” opinion in the United States
that simply exercising the right to challenge
an orthodoxy should cause such a fuss. It's
the same in Britain; but at least in the US
there is a flourishing alternative world of
scrutiny and enquiry that opposes the or-
ganised forgetting of “unacceptable” con-
temporary history. For example, a principal
source for this piece is the excellent monthly,
Loot, or "Lies Of Our Times", which was set
up “to correct the record" of the estab-
lishment media.

Of course nothing is ever absolute. Oliver
Stone made Salvador for Hollywood.
Together with Costa Gavras' Missing, it of-
fered a glimpse of how a secret or “parallel”
government in Washington dealt with coun-
tries that resist the imperial will. Since long
before the assassination of John Kennedy,
this parallel government has helped to engin-
eer the fall of numerous foreign govern-
ments, including those democratically
elected. More recently, it ran America’s se-
cret and illegal war against Nicaragua; and it
was responsible for the Iran-Contra affair,
including the bribing of Iran to withhold the
release of American hostages so that Jimmy
Carter would lose the presidency to Ronald
Reagan. When Colonel Oliver North was ac-
quitted the other day on a technicality,
George Bush spoke the truth when he said,
“It sounds like the system worked real well.”

Bush has played a leading part in this se-
cret government. With Bush as director, the
CIA intervened illegally in Angola and
Jamaica, spending $10 million to get rid of
prime minister Michael Manley. Under
Bush, a secret group called “Team B" doc-
tored facts and statistics in order to exagger-
ate the “Soviet threat”,

Bush's current nominee to run the CIA,
Robert Gates, promises that the CIA will
grow, regardless of the Soviet collapse. Per-
haps the difference these days is that the
secret or parallel government is secret no
more, Bush is president; CIA men are now
ambassadors; American covert operations
are now overt. Whereas pilots' logs had once
to be falsified, this is no longer necessary—
as 200,000 dead Iraqgis bear silent witness.

And neither the Congress nor the media
threaten this "new world order”. Indeed
“preserving order” and “encouraging
democracy” have become as sacred in the
lexicon as apple pie. But when Hollywood—
yes, Hollywood—doesn't play the game,
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