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JFL sssaseination rocords appesls Harold Veisberg 10/(3/19
~  Raw Orlams Betropolitan Crime Cossdssion
Jin Garrison
Undar the foruar FIISA Aaroe foim the New Orlesas crise oomsission wpearBeadsd
attacks on Jim Gmtrison's JPK investigation from its outeet.
Mﬁmmmmmnmnmwasum

there 1a a bocidet they publiched, witol is in soooxd with the FAI's position. It

reosived considerubls public attention. Tkis was before Garrisen's. *probe”,

In the ssne Seciion there is a Not Recordsd serisl of 1/17/64
What "sction” is reomtowmded onx paie 2 is abliterwtbted,
Ifappeal the withholding.
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. —~ The New Orleans cfdce'has forvarded to the cau coples of
a booklet entitled *The Assdssination of President lennc_dyf-(:l;- sv
‘or a Beglnning?® This booklet was published by the Metropoiltsa Crime
Comuission of New Orlesns, Ioc., end was prepared b{ the ﬂ!‘i‘l o
_ Editor Aesron N, Kohn. The €rime Commission is Gescr b:g } -
475 pertisan orginization of citizens, voluntarily financ {l ﬂ_g! ’f
. stration o

itizen ;e%»onslbilitles in law enforcement and the adaln
jusuce., Jhe booklet is sumsarized as follows: _. ,,,x,g;{i@:tﬁé
. o N .. T .~“'.'“‘)l.:.‘:' &7 ',‘ A
! . The booklet gives a Ver{’brief summary of events 'burl_‘onn'd_hg
{ the assossination end what is publicly known of the background of .-
subject sud Jack Ruby. 1t points eut that both of )hue indiviGuals -
were conditivned to disrespect lew and order which /conditioning ia pa -
w8s brou§ht sbout by subject's substanderd living conditions as & '~
youth end by the sordid, crlllnall‘ corrupt community conditions ¥’
tolernted by the citlzens, to whicb subjet and Ruby were exposed, -
It is pointed out that meny other similer characters are at,looss . .
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(1) stdngent screening of persons before they are authorzed to° - “F.

sell, purchsse or process firearms; (2) greater attention te related
PR roblews of mentsl healt}‘ (3) toreful evaluotion of the meritsof. -
75 Eapitai punisheent; and 4) directing more resources toward-the =¥~ = !

! in the U.S. tOdB’. - - .. -'Ji: :-I‘:Sr: ;‘!i'.;
i : PR A I LT
' " The booklet concludes that there is a meed for more 'ﬂ"

flevelopment of community responsibility and respect for the law; -
trengthening low enforcement egencies; improving prison facilities,
pseole end prrden procedures and sssistence to ex-convicts.

Jt is ststed that future performance of citizens and
officials will determine whether nationol mourning for President
Kennedy is “shortlivéd sentiment, or the beginning of dedication to

_ cqrrectlnf those conditions which mold the ato-osphere.of.cvagled
- : rz;pon_stb 1ity in which these heinous crimes occurred. 3 i
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The only reference to the FBI h'éontalned on |

AN
.

VA He. o
page 3 wherein
b it is stated thet "certsinly the efficiency and resources of the .
| ederal Burcau of Investigntion ultimstely will make known more . than
s now available to understand the reasons” why subject assassinated
l i the Prestdent. Aaron N. Kohp, the author, is a former mr-':zm.a_-
- ,who resigned in 1939, was subseqiently connected with the Chitago::: .
' Cit; Council Anti-Crime Comittee ond has been in New Orleans since
. 1953 serving in various capacities with the Crime issiom.* :
t. .~ . B | correspondence with him s
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Trhe New Orlezns Times Picayune and/St tes-lte

both dzily

.:vepopers, New Orleans, carried

Ehort news articles

eviously been forwvarded to the Dureau stating the

which ~:ve or
Crin2 nmf351on of New Orleans, Inc., has issued C|
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Conies of the aforementioned booklet have been .
Taree copies are enciosed for the Bureau and one

obteine:.

copy 6. furnished Dzllas with their copies of this = ... .
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8Y suanimens rveselution
of the Board of Dirsctors,
Metrepolitan Crime Commission
of Xaw Orleans, c., In mesating
o8 November 26, (863, pub-
licatien was ordered of this
statement prepared and pre-
sented by Managisg Directer
Asren M, loln..
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The Assassination.

« VY,

President Kenned

f'@f“-. Moo
I ;.",;,J' N

An End or a Beglnnlrz\g-?-fi‘

- On November 22, 1963, riding through
the streets of a great American city justly
boastful of thriving growth and wealth, the
President of all the people of the United
States oppeared stimulated by the acclaim
at o Fort Worth gathering, and by those who
had cheered him along the way.

In Dollas, en route to oddress o large

luncheon group owaiting his arrival, the
President must have experienced some anxj-
ety because of the incidents of hatred ond

violence which hod accompanied an earlier

visit of his appointed Ambassador to the
United Nations, Adlai Stevenson. With

maximum possible protection of an alert
Secret Service, President John F. Kennedy,
unlike the reigning heads of some other no-
tions, exhibited that sense of freedom which
is shared os natural right by Americans os
he was transported in an open car exposed

to public view and to the calculoting eye
of a hidden assassin.

a

One man, ene gun, ene bullet shat-
fered the brain which had been dedi-
cated to the solution of ewr uatien's,
and the worild's, preblems. The ma-
civitized act shocked afl Americaas
inte awarensss of the evertiding im-
periance of the President of the United
States; am impertance which, svea
in these whe disagreed vigorously wim
his policles and beliefs, suddenly gp-*
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porceded all other hg....‘k. il ehher
" coensiderations. .

One wan, one gua, ons bullet sver- -
mied the decisisn of the majority of ¥
veters of this nstisn whe bad shesea -°-:
John F. Kennedy to be Chisf Execwtive -
of thelr ssusiry, te direct Its destinies
for towr yoors. .

The heavy weight of sorrow and person- ,.
a! loss, end of sympathy for the President's
wife ond fomily, for most people was ac-
: LOoe componied by o sweeping disbelief that
’i.z)‘.': A o R RO , our nation's chosen leoder and spokesman
’

-2:3; '1,‘;”’ A 1 ‘4 . could be so swiftly, so :Jnexpectedly., so
"'.'»"iu"'gi. % Rk ol AR wantonly destroyed as a vital humanbeing.

~ In vorying woys each of us sensed that
his death wos, in port, our's. There was
some measure of reassurance in the es-
sential decency ondjustice of most persons,
for relotively few reacted with spontaneous
roge or desire for vengeance ogainst the
assassin.  Rather there was a querulous
reaching out for understanding of the mo-
tivotions leading to this cbominable oct of
destruction by ane human being against
another.

It is hord to know when the emotions of
mourning and shock and, perhops o vague-
ly undefinatle feeling of shared guilt, will
drift into the bockground of experience.
Certainly no one who knew the impact of
the ossassinotion, of the almost simultan=""
eous shooting of Texas Governor John B.
Connally, ond of the tragically bizarre - -
occurrences in the minutes and days which
followed, will ever forget. And recorded
history will remind those who follow us.

No murder occurs without cause, al=
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though Irrational to others. Each killer Is

motivoted by some force or combination of -

Influences which leods to his act of des- :

truction. . . R .

' ®y B

The life of ossassin Lee Horvey Oswo s tby]

was token by another ruthless killing fust 1""

two days after his orrest, thus limiting the "% -

possibilities” for fullest possible under" <%

stonding of the twisted motivations for . -

committing his immeasurable crime. Cor

tainly the efficiency and resources of the =

Federol Bureau of Investigation ultimately

will moke known more than is now ovail-

able to understond the reasons why this man

had oppointed himse!f executioner of Presi-

dent Kennedy and of democratic decision. e

Wt

But enough is now known of the crime -
and of the accused criminal to lend em- !
phasis to unresolved problems in our com-
munity out of which arise the stimuli for o

appolling on act. Lee Oswald, to the de- 5{"
gree that we now know of his background
and octivities, was what many people dis= it
miss as an “"oddball" or “crackpot®, if they . AN
give atlention to him at all. In the lives ‘7
of most of us we have contacts with per- (:*:
sons whom, becouse of unrelenting hatred ' 1”[',
or abnormal pattern of conduct, we avoid EER
as being in these caotegories. Such indi~ T
viduals exist in every community. E "}'.j.‘
. - R i

The heinous acts which occurred in - e
Dallas on November 22, 1963, and in the . JORE

doys immediately thereafter, could have .
transpired in ony American city. ‘

Unfortunately, no lorge community is :
free of thot lunatic-fringe which is en- i
dowed with intelligence, impelied by hate
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_and capoble of murder. Nor is any.clt.y

free of persons who believe themselves be~_
yond the law. o TP
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Our nation of peoples has been sweptby. s
the emotional impact of President Kennedy's
tragic death. If it Is to have meoning .
beyond temporary sympathy and shock, #
from it shall be constructed o monument of
greater wisdom, then the interment of his
remains must stimulate widespread dedico~ |
tion to the solution of those problems which
contributed to his death. -

For the living, there is on obligation to
search out those problems, and those solu=. '
tions. . SR R I X R LY

-~

There is need te oxamine exhaustive- . : RS
fy the short life of Lao Oswaid, 8o . ST
defermine the lefluences which lod S
to his abandonment of faith in ewr sys-
tem of government and justice, in theilr )
stead his acceptance of the philoseophy
of Marxism, and the eventual conviction )
that tulfiliment of his lite geals required .
the taking of the lives of ethers. |

There is wmeed for evaluation of
prewing  American cynicism towards
the pelitical precesses and orderly
government by law; te face squarely
the implications of a popular wise-
guy amitnde which is Htillated by {

v

“pulting things over” im technical
vielation of the law. Among other alarm-
ing products of suck attitudes has boen
folerance of the growth of organized
crime and racketeering ints America‘'s
biggest business and sne of I3 mest
Influential ferces in shaping the course
and character of peiitical goverament,

Citizens everywhere, community lead-
ers and public officials must generate theqp-
selves, ond stimulate in others, o demand
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“tories of both accused killers indicate that

cesses. It is the awareness for this need to
which our Crime Commission gives Impetws £

E

= but rot enough. :

%3

Eoch murderer in the Dollos tragedy™
acted os jury, prosecutor, judge ond ex='
ecutioner outside the faw. And the his-
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they were conditioned to disrespect law
ond its orderly procedures: . '

Lee Narvey Oswald dwing 1984
ond (855 ansended Beaursgard Juwier
Migh Sches! in New Orisans, whers
other students freguently were in cen-
flict with petice. He then resided with
s mether in » dingy apartment =
128 Exchange Alley, 2 sarew shrost '~
extending one bleck frem the maln
business theroughfare of Canal Stvest,
to the Idervilie Strest boundary of the
French Quarter. . .

Thelr substandard living gquarters
were above 3 posl hall, where Oswald
is reported 1o have taken his one close .
. schoolmate, a Nhangeut fer gamblers.
The dleak street which he calied home
was eccupied alse by serdidiy operated
bars, Including some in which ag-
gressive homesexuals and prostitutes
were frequentars and ethers ths scens
of operations for fllegal bookies. This
alse was when New Orleans Police
officers, as part of their corrupt prac-
tices, could vreadily he eobserved pat- .
renizing or on friendly terms with vice :
and gambling jeints. . o L
1 Is of specal interest that Oswald
was impressing his school teachers
with outstanding performance In the .
study of clvics. As he was being tanght : *

/~ the theory eof responsible goverament,

in the same teen years he was sur- ©
rounded by eynical evidences of its :
hetrayal. .

Lesn lllbilﬂtil’, better known as

-

‘ -.\‘“
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Jack Rudy, Whe killer of Dswatd, had
previsusly ladicated Bis aititege to- ~
wards law ss reflected &y 2 pollos
tecord of earrying sencesied  wee- -
pons ané agpavated assasit. - Por
these whe understand Sow _prelits
are detived Wom operatien of a strip-
tease jeint, Rudy's means of live- -
likeod gives further omphasis %o bis
disdain fer functioning within the
iaw. Aad his disrespect for symbeis
of law snfercement is appatlingly re-
vealed In csperts of his hespitality
and generesity to seme Dallas Police
efficors and, most (mportant, Ehelr
acceptance of him as hest. : .

T meeg e

Con it be dismissed solely as colnci-
dence thot both accused assassins were
exposed to tolerated  community conditions
which bespoke the rejection of law and

- acceptance of corruption?

Remembering the ease of Lee Oswald's
ocquisition of the rifle which destroyed
our President and seriously injured Gover-
nor Connally; remembering thot he also
ocquired the pistol with which he kilied
Dollas Policeman J. D. Tippitt and ot-
tempted the murder of one of the officers
who loter apprehended him; recolling that
Dollas night club operator and police
choracter Jock Ruby was oble to possess
and corry the gun with which Oswald wos
killed in police custody, we must come
to grips with, ond bring about, faor more
stringent screening of persons before they
ore authorized to sell, purchase or pos-
sess firearms.

For many years law enforcemgnt officials
hove emphasized the need for more cou=
tious weapon controls. Proposals in our
legislative bodies, for such increosed reg-
uvlation, ore invariably met with solid,
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 wall-organized opposition

.reloted problems of mental health ond

S
from spores-
men's orgonizations, which understandably
feel that such requirements Jrovid
hardships upon them.
that some odditional inconvenlence & o :
small price %o pay for r Ve any vl
degree, the frequency with which geodly S
weapons reoch the hands of d:ole par- ‘ .

They misst Yecogriize

sons

Severa! years ago o man in his mid-
twenties come to the Metropolitan Crime
Commission office, ploced o loaded, small
caliber pistol on the Managing Director's
desk, sat down and cried. He stated thot
becouse of o long-festering bitterness
ogoinst alleged injustices of o former boss,
he decided to kill him. Having no dis-

. qualifying police record, he had no dif-

ficulty securing o permit to purchase a
gun, which he did, with murder his sole
objective. In his particular case it did
not happen. His gun was purchased in o
shop on Rompart Street, perhaps the some
one where. Oswold haod observed a .45
caliber pisto! which he had plonned tosteal
until his schoolmate, In whom he confided,
Pointed aut the burglary detection system.

Greater attention must be given to the

crimes of violence. In New Orlears, as
In every mojor city, there is a lunatic-
fringe, combining intelligence with dis-
torted emotions. Some of them become
identifiable through active evidences of
destructive hate. Which of them is in-

capable of duplicating the shocking acts of
Oswald ond Ruby?

r’s

Also we must thoroughly evaluate the
ol
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- logies. With these resources we’ also

merits and demerits of capltal puntd
@s a penalty prescribed by socliety. .
self~governing people, do we thus e
@ culture In which Killing Is occeptgble -

punishment for wrongdoing® Do we plant™"
the seed of logic for independent oction -
by the self-oppointed judge and execu~ -
tioner, when taking of human life ¥s con-
sidered responsibly~omrived-at decision
In the criminal law? Especiolly with sto~
tistical studies foiling to establish capital
punfshment ot o deterrent to copital crimes,
s the policy of destroying life, in the
name of justice, o proper one for clivilized -
soclety? :

We omass national resources of momy,.
skills, public opinion ond manpower o
compete with foreign and abhorrent ideo~

challenge ond ‘overcome the mysteries of

outer spoce.

There is perhaps o greater oand more
important challenge presented in stork
reality by the trogic recent events in Dal-
los; that we must dedicate more of our re-
sources 10 the task of closing the gop be-
tween philosophy and fact in the rights
to “life, liberty ond the pursuit of hap~ .-
piness™ = o make equal justice under law
prevail. :

Many of the ingredients of this chal-
lenge are now discouraging or disillusion=
ing to those who seek to make democrocy

widespread demand for fncreased gov- 7
erament services accompanied by slam- ¥

or agalnst the cest, the scramble 9o
pluck fruits trom the tree of damos- °

. wrrvwyy
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sscy while evading responshiiiy Sr -
seurishing Me reoes; - . edE Lo

owrnpting  pressurss o8 p'.._i_ﬁ";‘?:;;; "
officisls amd ageacles for Wg.,;;{f

L3
v

privileges;

tsck of individual and growp
fion in reaction ts corrupt practives .
I government, basiness mé g
ized laber; . LT ey,

spreating wend of court Gosisions W
_impese excessive restraints ou polioe
i dealing with serleus crimes, 8 LI
e ‘“exclusionary rule’ which pre- . .
hidits selzme of evidence of 3 orime

it a warrant fails te anticipate such
evidence will be found, or the Matlery
rule whick igneres the 6ifficulties o
mvestigation ss & clamps 3
tid on confessions;

the growing tide of crime in the §.8., o
with inattention to the meeds of aw
enfercement agencies, which almest
sverywhere are sndermanncd, wnder-
squippad and underpaid; ... ..

the arrogant pesture of srganized crime
ang racketeering in the American scens,
met with timid and inadequate legis-
lation st the aatienal tevel, largely
ignored at state and lecal lawmakiag
levels;

the ecrime-deterrent value, sad  de-
cency, ot ''speedy Justice'’, 1os often
jest in technical o unjustitied post-
poncments of trials;

R R '-.. ( {:‘::’"' *
judges mere csncerned with partisam -~
politics than with impartial Justice; .

- unprofessional parels and parden pre-
cadures which retura mnreformed otim-
fasls te destructive carsers; )

prisens wnequipped 1o accomplish
their assigned task;

cemmunities unready te help u-c‘nvlen
_ find their way in useful secioty. -
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reality to the inscription on the
facode. '

On November’ R ' !
John F. Kennedy L.
D. Tippltt were both engoged In
mance of their duties when forally struck
down by an ossassin.  The living, in the
future performance of citizen ond official
duties, will determine whether national
moumning shortlived sentiment, Of the .
beginning of dedication t© correcting those B
conditions which mold the atmosphere of .
evoded resporuibility in which thete
heinous crimes occurred- ‘

THE END

THE lEGIIIIIG?




