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audinces are less & wpnestible (han
m ase The War Game had been pretented on
BUC at the height of the 196y ussian invosion of Ceechio-
slovakia ...).

Obifuarins
The suddent h of & celebrity constitutes a firsi-class news
crisiss the media sitaply can’t keep up with the rumours. Two
books camne out of Linvoln's assassination; one claiming 1hat
Boath had not Lesn caught;?! one claiming Booth no_un.:ﬁ.a
suicide (ke Judas).! Lincoln was killed on the orders of his
cabinet, by a Peman Catholic group, by southerners, ete., elo.
The hysteris penerated by Valenting’s death provoked a
riot in MNew York, involving sixty thousand peaple. He was
said 10 be inrerred in @ 1§ ton bronze coflin, to be nz.ﬁ.w&
to Pola Megri, 1o be a fascist ... and of course, 10 be a.:.m.
After Valentino wis alive, Amelia Larhart had 1o be alive®
as did Glean Miller, Titler, James Dean (alive but ramHmE.w
disfigured); then a long list of pop singers ,ma.u._, nﬁ;.:, die
in their car accidunts, phine crashes, of drowning neeidents.
Bab Dylan, who did stay alive, was ol course said 10 have
died, and an <luboraie mystique enveloped the rumoured
death of Paul McCartney: A message about his death was
gaid to be recorded on the end proove of one record; the
mourning scene on the cover of Abbey Road was penuine;
various songs had hidden mennings; the word ‘BPEATLES on
one album could be read as a 7-digit telephons nomber where
the Truth could be learncd; on oae album MeCartney was
photographed siving behind a sign saying T WAS; and many,
many more, ,
President Xennedy's death set off a romour cycle that A...:
probably run for years to come. The Warren Comnussion
Feport awempied o lay the ghoss of most .om the nn:..::“.:
conspirney thearics (the commission even investipared: the

& As late a8 1970, the avistriz was 591 1o be a Mrs _.r,..._,a it !
in Amelia Eurhar Lives. Mrs Bolham brought sut agliist .n
authors. (Seuce: London Erening Stamdard, 30 Augtst 1@ 11

1 Lo oexy O B Ly s o
Lot veatinued ta set efl aew rumeurs of mindple bu
multiple wsaassing, seoret cannections between Oswald and ke
FRI, betvesn Ruby aad the Dallas police, ek, And pach ftem
becarne the busis of some amaiur steuh’s theosy = 8

¢ Mak Lane’s Rush 0 Judgement makes much ef how
one eyewitaess wstificd 10 seeing acimething, acar a woodern
fence ar Dealey Plaza, ‘that 1 could nat d:fine precisely’, He
also tried to get 2 witness (to the Killing of Patrulinun J. .
Tippit) who picked Quweld from o lineup, to change her
mind. Apparently Lane completely fabricaied the testmony
of o third witness - all to prove that @ geeat conspireey existed,
involving Lyndon Johuson, the FEIL, and Supreme Cou
Justice Burl Warren.

2 Peun Jones, Ir, a newspaper editor and publisher, printea
his own book Forgive My Grief, trying to relaie several cther
deaths 1o that of Kenuedy. He claimed that, of five penple
who met with Jack Ruby's roommete on the day Ruly kilied
Oswuld, two were later murdered and a third ‘died under
strange circumstances’. ‘The meeting was actually & press con-
ference, attended by Ruby’s two lawyers, one deteciive, anc
a number of reperrers. The suspicious denil’ was a kean
artack; it happened to 2 man who waso't acivally st vhe
conferencs, One of the reporters wus musdered huter, poseibly
by & hater of homoscxuals. The poiiceman wus accidentslly
shot by a colleagus twa years laer, Fur the editor-publistier’s
death hunt carcies him fuither and further into paeaioid
fantasy:

Jones actually believes that the power foilure which
cippled New York City ... following Miss Kilzallen's
[gossip columnist who interviewed Ruby] death [by becki-
turate joizoning] wes 3 thinly disguised mse to shove her
story off newspaper front pages.”

3 Ldward J. Epstein’s Tuguest atmeks the Con ien's
famous *single bullet theary, stating that X-rays 1
dent’s badly weren't examined by the Cor

nen-medical men are not likely @
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at X-ray plates; the Commission relied instead on expert
opinion (as they would for fingerprint or ballistics data).

4 Harold Weisburg's Whitewash contends that the FBI, or
somebody, destroyed four critical frames of a movie of the
assassination. Len Deighton has picked up this rumour and
puts it as an ‘unanswered question’ in his ‘Jackdaw’ file, The
Assassination of President Kennedy:

Examination of other frames, however, appeared to indicate
that the missing frames might have recorded the piercing
of a traffic sign alongside Elm Street by a bullet.”

This lpoks like a classic rumour on the wing, in the supposition
that an unseen bullet is depicted in unseen film footage. The
missing four frames were not actually suppressed by the FBI
or anyone else: The amateur who took the film sold the
original to Life magazine and gave copies to the FBI and
Secret Service, In the rush to process pictures, someone at
Life broke the film (diagonally, across these frames) and some-
one else spliced it, discarding them. The Warren Commission
examined this film and also the official copies containing the
four frames. It decided to publish the Life version, merely
because it was a clearer print

5 A few wilder theories are thar there were really two
assassins (Oswald and someone who impersonated him, leaving
false clues); that it was all the plot of a Texas oil millionaire;
that Oswald was framed; that a ‘missing’ tree on a nearby
knoll shows that an artificial tree had been installed, to camou-
flage the real sniper; that blowups of photos of the area show
a host of snipers lurking in shrubbery; that the assassination
bullet was planted where it was finally found (on the hospital
stretcher of Governor Connally); and of course that Kennedy
is alive.

6 The wildest of all is that of George C. Thompson:

Five people were killed in Dealey Plaza. There were at
least twenty-two bullets fired. The suspect is Lyndon B.
Johnson. An automatic weapon equipped with a silencer
was used. Kennedy was not killed. He was impersonated
in the Presidential limousine by Officer J. D. Tippir®

Propaganda and Self-Deception
The lulminations of World War I propaganda are often singled
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out as shameful manipulations of public opinion. 42.. even
when the press is not deliberately ‘managed’, it can provide its
own rumour system. Consider this sequence of news stories
from World War I papers, following the fall of Antwerp 10
the Germans:

When the fall of Antwerp became known, the nﬁ.E_.nr.
bells were rung [meaning in Colognel. = Kolnische Zeitung.

According to the Kolnische Zeitung, the clergy of Ant-
werp were compelled to ring the church bells when the
fortress was taken. — Le Matin.

According to what Le Matin has _.pnma from Cologne,
the Belgian priests who refused to Ting the church _un_mm
when Antwerp was taken have been driven away from their
positions. — The (London) Times.

According to what The Times has heard from ﬁ.quw:n
via Paris, the unfortunate priests who refused to ring the
church bells when Antwerp was taken have been sentenced
to hard labour. = Corriere della Sera. )

According to information to the Corriere della .wmu.n from
Cologne via London, it is confirmed that the wmz.um:n con-
querors of Antwerp punished the unfortunate Belgian priests
for their heroic refusal to ring the church bells by hanging
them as living clappers to the bells with their heads down. —
Le Matin. *

Here we can see that the misreading of a mm:mﬂn.mnnnnnnn
began the chain-reaction, and an m._Eomuvan of anti-German
hate propaganda provided everything necessary 1o keep the
reaction building up. )

American political party propaganda, often crude, hit a
new low of crudity in the 1930s:

In addition to the whispers regarding the physical n.un_
mental heslth of President Roosevelt, the 1936 campaign
evolked the rumour that he was actually a Jew named Wmﬁun..
feldt.... A story was printed prominently F. the Chicago
Daily Tribune that American Communists had been
instructed to vote for Mr Roosevelt.?

And of course Nazi propagandists made considerable use of
these rumours after America entered the war.



