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T
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'W

a
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111,1 been preeenied 

B
B

C
 at the heieht of the 1969 leussian ins asion of C

eeeho-

slovakia ...). 

O
bituaries 

T
he slalom

 deeth of a celebrity constitutes a rust-class new
s 

crisis: the m
edia sim

ply can't keep up w
ith the rum

ours. T
w

o 

basks cam
e cut of L

incoln's assassination; one claim
ing that 

B
o
o
th

 h
t. - 1 ntst L

een enuelit;" one claim
ing B

ooth com
m

itted 

suicide (r-ke Jutirs). 1  L
in

co
ln

 w
as k

illed
 o

n
 th

e o
rd

ers o
f h

is 

cabinet, by a P
.um

an C
atholic getup, by southerners, etc., etc. 

T
h
e h

y
steria: g

en
erated

 b
y
 V

alen
tin

o
's d

eath
 p

ro
v
o
k
ed

 a 

rio
t in

 N
ew

 Y
o
rk

, in
v
o
lv

in
g
 six

ty
 th

o
u
san

d
 p

eo
p
le. Ile w

as 

said
 to

 b
e in

rtu
ed

 in
 a 1

.5
 to

n
 b

ro
n
ze cern

, to
 b

e en
g
ag

ed
 

to
 P

o
la N

eg
ri, to

 b
e a fascist ... an

d
 o

f co
u
rse, to

 b
e aliv

e. 

A
fter tialeni.no w

as alive, A
m

elia E
m

hart had to be alive* 

as d
id

 G
lean

 M
iller, H

itler, Jam
es D

ean
 (aliv

e b
u
t h

o
rrib

ly
 

die fig
u
red

); th
en

 a lo
n
g
 list of p

o
p
 sin

g
ers d

id
n
't really

 d
ie 

in
 th

eir car accid
en

ts, Ilen
e crash

es, o
r d

ro
w

n
in

g
 accid

en
ts. 

B
ob D

ylan, w
ho did stay alive, w

as of course said to have 

d
ied

, an
d
 an

 elab
o
rate m

y
stiq

u
e en

v
elo

p
ed

 th
e ru

m
o
u
red

 

d
eath

 o
f P

au
l M

cC
artn

ey
: A

 m
essag

e ab
o
u
t h

is d
eath

 w
as 

said
 to

 be 
reco

rd
ed

 o
n
 th

e en
d
 g

ro
o
v
e o

f o
n
e reco

rd
; th

e 

m
o
u
rn

in
g
 scen

e o
n
 th

e co
v
er o

f 
A

b
b
ey R

o
a
d
 w

as genuine; 

various songs had hidden m
eanings; the w

ord 'B
E

A
T

L
E

S
' on 

one album
 could be read as a 7-digit telephone num

ber w
here 

th
e T

ru
th

 co
u
ld

 b
e learn

ed
; o

n
 o

n
e alb

u
m

 1
4
lcC

artn
ey

 w
as 

photographed sitting behind a sign saying 'I W
A

S
'; and m

any, 

m
any m

ore. 
P

resident K
ennedy's death set off a rum

our cycle that w
ill 

p
ro

b
ab

ly
 ru

n
 fo

r y
ears to

 co
m

e. T
h
e W

arren
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 

R
eport attem

pted to lay the p,hoess of m
ost of the grandeet 

conspiracy theories (the com
m

ission even inv.:stir:iced the 

• A
s lute as tw

o, the avietriF
. 	

so be a
 M

r:; 	
•;11. 

in 
A

ffie
lir E

-
th

a
rr L

iv
e
s. M

rs 11, e
te

e
n
 h

ro
w

h
t su

it a
o
.1

.• !Ix
 

authors. tS
,11...e: 	

S
:,:m

!,:rd
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t 
I
v
 
t
 
 

t., 	
tseee: 7.1 i:• 	

to
 

Jalo:P
 	

ed
it .tar: rtm

o
u
rs ti 	

bultert, 

eatiluple -*session, secret connections betw
een t)e eeed and  Ly:e 

F
ill, het seen R

uby aod dee D
ella, police, et:. A

ud each item
 

b
ecam

e th
e b

asis o
f so

m
e am

ateu
r sleu

th
's th

eo
ry

:' 
M

o
J L

an
e's R

u
sh

 is Ju
d
g
em

en
t 

m
ik

es m
u
ch

 cr h
o
w

 

one eyew
itness testified to seeiag sconething, near a w

ooden 

react at D
ealey

 P
laza, 'th

at I co
u
ld

 n
u
t d

efin
e p

reeleely
'. lie 

also
 tried

 to
 g

et a w
itn

ess (to
 th

e k
illin

g
 o

f P
atro

lm
en

 J. D
. 

T
ip

p
it) w

h
o
 p

ick
ed

 O
sw

ald
 fro

m
 a lin

eu
p
, to

 ch
an

g
e h

er 

m
ind. A

pparently L
ane com

pletely fabricated the testim
ony 

of a third w
itness —

 all to prove that a great conspiracy existed. 

in
v
o
lv

in
g
 L

y
n
d
o
n
 Jo

h
n
so

n
, th

e F
B

I, an
d
 S

u
p
rem

e C
o
u
rt 

Ju
stice E

arl W
arren

. 
2 P

eon Jones, Jr, a new
spaper editor and publisher, printed 

his ow
n book F

orgive M
y G

rief, trying to relate several other 

d
eath

s so
 th

at, o
f K

en
n
ed

y
. lie claim

ed
 th

at, o
f fiv

e p
eo

p
le 

w
ho m

et w
ith Jack R

uby's roornm
ete on the day R

eby dallied 

O
sw

ald
, tw

o
 w

ere lattr m
u
rd

ered
 an

d
 a th

ird
 'd

ied
 an

 d
er 

strange circum
stances. T

he m
eeting w

as actually s prese con-

feren
ce, etten

d
ed

 b
y
 R

u
b
y
's tw

o
 L

w
y
cre, o

n
e d

ete..tiv
e, are 

a n
u
m

b
er o

f rep
o
rters. T

h
e `au

sp
icio

u
s d

raft w
as 

a 
been 

attack
; it h

ap
p
en

ed
 to

 a ro
an

 w
h
o
 w

asn
't actilally

 sit th
e 

conference. O
ne of the reporters w

as m
urdered heel, possibly 

b
y
 a h

ater of 
hom

osexuals. T
he poiicem

an w
as aceitlem

elly 

shot by a colleague tw
o years L

ater. B
ut the editor-puiellsker's 

d
eath

 h
u
n
t carries h

im
 fu

rth
er an

d
 fu

rth
er in

to
 p

asartu
iti 

fantasy: 

Jo
n
es actu

ally
 b

eliev
es th

at th
e p

o
w

er failu
re w

h
ich

 

crippled 
N

ew
 

Y
o
rk

 C
ity

 ... fo
llo

w
in

g
 M

iss K
ilaallen

'a 

[gossip colum
nist w

ho interview
ed R

uby] death [Ity barbi-

tu
rate lo

iro
n
in

g
] w

as a th
in

ly
 d

isg
u
ised

 ro
se to

 sh
o
v
e h

er 

aw
ry oaf new

spaper front pages.t 
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T
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P
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A
 

at X
-ray

 p
lates; th

e C
o
m

m
issio

n
 relied

 in
stead

 o
n
 ex

p
ert 

o
p
in

io
n
 (as th

ey
 w

o
u
ld

 fo
r fin

g
erp

rin
t o

r b
allistics d

ata). 
H

aro
ld

 W
cisb

u
rg

's W
hitew

ash co
n
ten

d
s th

at th
e F

B
I, o

r 
so

m
eb

o
d
y
, d

estro
y
ed

 fo
u
r critical fram

es o
f a m

o
v
ie o

f th
e 

assassin
atio

n
. L

en
 D

eig
h
to

n
 h

as p
ick

ed
 u

p
 th

is ru
m

o
u
r an

d
 

p
u

ts it as an
 'u

n
an

sw
ered

 q
u

estio
n

' in
 h

is 'Jack
d

aw
' file, T

he 
A

ssassination of P
resident K

ennedy: 

E
xam

ination of other fram
es, how

ever, appeared to indicate 

th
at th

e m
issin

g
 fram

es m
ig

h
t h

av
e reco

rd
ed

 th
e p

iercin
g

 
o
f a traffic sig

n
 alo

n
g
sid

e E
lm

 S
treet b

y
 a b

u
llet.7  

T
his looks like a classic rum

our on the w
ing, in the supposition 

th
at an

 u
n
seen

 b
u
llet is d

ep
icted

 in
 u

n
seen

 film
 fo

o
tag

e. T
h
e 

m
issin

g
 fo

u
r fram

es w
ere n

o
t actu

ally
 su

p
p
ressed

 b
y
 th

e F
B

I 

o
r a

n
y
o
n
e
 e

lse
: T

h
e
 a

m
a
te

u
r w

h
o
 to

o
k
 th

e
 film

 so
ld

 th
e
 

o
rig

in
al to

 L
ife 

m
ag

azin
e an

d
 g

av
e co

p
ies to

 th
e F

B
I an

d
 

S
ecret S

erv
ice. In

 th
e ru

sh
 to

 p
ro

cess p
ictu

res, so
m

eo
n
e at 

L
ife broke the film

 (diagonally, across these fram
es) and som

e-
o

n
e else sp

liced
 it, d

iscard
in

g
 th

em
. T

h
e W

arren
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 

ex
am

in
ed

 th
is film

 an
d
 also

 th
e o

fficial co
p
ies co

n
tain

in
g
 th

e 

fo
u
r fram

es. It d
ecid

ed
 to

 p
u
b
lish

 th
e 

L
ife 

version, m
erely 

b
ecau

se it w
as a 

clearer p
rin

t. 
5
 A

 fe
w

 w
ild

e
r th

e
o
rie

s a
re

 th
a
t th

e
re

 w
e
re

 re
a
lly

 tw
o
 

assassins (O
sw

ald and som
eone w

ho im
personated him

, leaving 
false clu

es); th
at 

it w
as all th

e p
lo

t o
f a T

ex
as o

il m
illio

n
aire; 

th
at O

sw
ald

 w
as fram

ed
; th

at 
a 'm

issin
g
' tree o

n
 a n

earb
y
 

k
n
o
ll sh

o
w

s th
at an

 artificial tree h
ad

 b
een

 in
stalled

, to
 cam

o
u
-

flag
e th

e real sn
ip

er; th
at b

lo
w

u
p
s o

f p
h
o
to

s o
f th

e area sh
o
w

 
a h

o
st o

f sn
ip

ers lu
rk

in
g
 in

 sh
ru

b
b
ery

; th
at th

e assassin
atio

n
 

b
u
llet w

as p
lan

ted
 w

h
ere it w

as fin
ally

 fo
u
n
d
 (o

n
 th

e h
o
sp

ital 

stretch
er o

f G
o
v
ern

o
r C

o
n
n
ally

); an
d
 o

f co
u
rse th

at K
en

n
ed

y
 

is aliv
e. 

6
 T

h
e w

ild
est o

f all is th
at o

f G
eo

rg
e C

. T
h

o
m

p
so

n
: 

F
o
e p

eo
p
le w

ere k
illed

 in
 H

ealey
 P

laza. T
h
ere w

ere at 
least tw

en
ty

-tw
o
 b

u
llets fired

. T
h
e su

sp
ect is L

y
n
d
o
n
 B

. 

Jo
h

n
so

n
. A

n
 au

to
m

atic w
eap

o
n

 eq
u

ip
p

ed
 w

ith
 a silen

cer 

w
as u

sed
. K

en
n

ed
y

 w
as n

o
t k

illed
. H

e w
as im

p
erso

n
ated

 

in
 th

e P
resid

en
tial lim

o
u
sin

e b
y
 O

fficer J. D
. T

ip
p
it.5  

P
ropaganda an

d
 Self-D

eception 
T

h
e fu

lm
in

atio
n

s o
f W

o
rld

 W
ar I p

ro
p
ag

an
d
a are o

ften
 sin

g
led

 

A
D

V
A

N
C

E
 W

A
R

N
IN

G
S

 	
305 

o
u
t as sh

am
efu

l m
an

ip
u
latio

n
s o

f p
u
b
lic o

p
in

io
n
. Y

et, even
 

w
h
en

 th
e p

ress is n
o
t d

elib
erately

 'm
an

ag
ed

', it can
 p

ro
v
id

e its 

o
w

n
 ru

m
o
u
r sy

stem
. C

o
n
sid

er th
is seq

u
en

ce o
f n

ew
s sto

ries 

fro
m

 W
o
rld

 W
ar I p

ap
ers, fo

llo
w

in
g
 th

e fall o
f A

n
tw

erp
 to

 

th
e G

erm
an

s: 

W
h

en
 th

e fall o
f A

n
tw

erp
 b

ecam
e k

n
o

w
n

, th
e ch

u
rch

 

b
ells w

ere ru
n
g
 [m

ean
in

g
 in

 C
o
lo

g
n
e]. - K

olnische Z
eitung. 

A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 th
e K

olnische Z
eitung, 

th
e clerg

y
 o

f A
n
t-

w
erp

 w
ere co

m
p
elled

 to
 rin

g
 th

e ch
u
rch

 b
ells w

h
en

 th
e 

fo
rtress w

as tak
en

. - L
e M

a
lin

. 
A

cco
rd

in
g
 to

 w
h
at 

L
e 

M
a
lin

 
h
as h

eard
 fro

m
 C

o
lo

g
n
e, 

th
e B

elg
ian

 p
riests w

h
o
 refu

sed
 to

 rin
g
 th

e ch
u
rch

 b
ells 

w
h

en
 A

n
tw

erp
 w

as tak
en

 h
av

e b
een

 d
riv

en
 aw

ay
 fro

m
 th

eir 

p
o
sitio

n
s. - T

h
e (L

o
n
d
o
n
) T

im
es. 

A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 w
h

a
t T

h
e T

im
es h

as h
eard

 fro
m

 C
o
lo

g
n
e 

v
ia P

aris, th
e u

n
fo

rtu
n
ate p

riests w
h
o
 refu

sed
 to

 rin
g
 th

e 

ch
u
rch

 b
ells w

h
en

 A
n
tw

erp
 w

as tak
en

 h
av

e b
een

 sen
ten

ced
 

to
 h

ard
 lab

o
u
r. - C

orriere della Sera. 
A

cco
rd

in
g
 to

 in
fo

rm
atio

n
 to

 th
e C

orriere -  della Sera from
 

C
o
lo

g
n
e v

ia L
o
n
d
o
n
, it is co

n
firm

ed
 th

at th
e b

arb
aric co

n
-

q
u
ero

rs o
f A

n
tw

erp
 p

u
n
ish

ed
 th

e u
n
fo

rtu
n
ate B

elg
ian

 p
riests 

fo
r th

eir h
ero

ic refu
sal to

 rin
g

 th
e ch

u
rch

 b
ells b

y
 h

an
g

in
g

 

th
em

 as liv
in

g
 clap

p
ers to

 th
e b

ells w
ith

 th
eir h

ead
s d

o
w

n
. -

L
e M

a
lin

. • 

H
ere w

e can
 sec th

at th
e m

isread
in

g
 o

f a sin
g
le sen

ten
ce 

b
eg

an
 th

e ch
ain

-reactio
n
, an

d
 an

 atm
o
sp

h
ere o

f an
ti-G

erm
an

 

h
ate p

ro
p
ag

an
d
a p

ro
v
id

ed
 ev

ery
th

in
g
 n

ecessary
 to

 k
eep

 th
e 

reactio
n
 b

u
ild

in
g
 u

p
. 

A
m

erican
 p

o
litical p

arty
 p

ro
p
ag

an
d
a, o

ften
 cru

d
e, h

it a 

n
ew

 lo
w

 o
f cru

d
ity

 in
 th

e 1
9

3
0

s: 

In
 ad

d
itio

n
 to

 th
e w

h
isp

ers reg
ard

in
g
 th

e p
h
y
sical an

d
 

m
en

tal h
ealth

 o
f P

resid
en

t R
o
o
sev

elt, th
e 1

9
3
6
 cam

p
aig

n
 

ev
o

k
ed

 th
e ru

m
o

u
r th

at h
e w

as actu
ally

 a Jew
 n

am
ed

 R
o

sen
-

feld
r.... A

 sto
ry

 w
as p

rin
ted

 p
ro

m
in

en
tly

 b
y
 th

e C
h
icag

o
 

D
a
ily T

rib
u
n
e 

th
a
t A

m
e
ric

a
n
 C

o
m

m
u
n
ists h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 

in
stru

cted
 to

 v
o
te [o

r M
r R

o
o
sev

elt.' 

A
n
d
 o

f co
u
rse N

azi p
ro

p
ag

an
d
ists m

ad
e co

n
sid

erab
le u

se o
f 

th
ese ru

m
o
u
rs after A

m
erica en

tered
 th

e w
ar. 


