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FROM : 11. ti. Je....uns, 

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT' 
JOHN F. KENNEDY: 11-22-63 

• DALLAS. TEXAS 

Flk.orrangement through Inspector J. B. *Malley, Mr. Howard \Valens --<„. 
of, the President's   Cctmn.ission telephoned on 3-11-64, to arrange for   
1.epresentatives of the Commission to microscopically view the bullet and 
cartridge case evidence involved in the ies as illation of President 1..:ennedy. 

• to accor chnre with the above arrnugeinent, Mr. Melvin Eisenberg and 
FFI  

Mr. David Be tin came to the Laboratory on the afternoon of 3-11-64 to view the • 
evidence. 7.'reliminary to Vi Wi 11,(4 the evidence, it was•expLained to them that the 
interpretation of bullet and cartridge casc examinations depended upon' a daailed 
and sc,nrchinn at 	and correlation of all microscopic phenomena appearing o.  
the bullet or Cartridge case by an expert in the lid o! of firearms identification. 
Very little colad he accomplished by a Layman maldng a casual observa.tion other 
than see Vie complfixity of the examination. It was apFarent that one of the 
objectives of the visit ;':as to determine the Lyst manner in which to present 
the lit e,:trins identification inforniatidn tonic members of the Commission. --
After Omer vine :F.everal items of evidence under a microscope, both Eisenbeet 
and Bolin conunenbed that:it v.tas indeed a very complex subject for a layman 	' 
and stated that very little could he gained for members of the Commission to 
view Ow evidence in this manner. 	 \l 6  

Durin!:; Inc' row 	the discussion.. NH. Eisenberg indicated that It 
as the Commission's understanding that in addition to the one bullet submitt41.‘2  

to the Bureau from the body of Officer J. 1. Tippit (shot to death by Oswald), 
other 11'1'1 its had been recovered from the body of Officer Tippit. Eise.nberg 
requested that , if possible, the Bureau arrange to obtain any such additional 
bullas from the local authorities And that such bullets he compared with h 
Oswald' 3 revolver. In.this regard, Dallas ha:,  advised that immediately 
subsequent to•thu shootiig, an offer of Labortuory assistance to Vic local 
authorities was extended by Hie Dallas Oil ice 	his local murder of Tippit 
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J\1 r. Jevons to Mu. Cc.mrad 
HE: ASSASE,II:ATION 	PHESIDENT.JUJINI F. KENNEDY 

11/22/6•3, DALLAS, TEXAS 

One bullet, several cartridge cases, and 0Swald's revolver were subsequently 
submitted for such examination. The cartridge cases recovered near the scene 
of the shooting were identified with Oswald' revolver; however, because.of 
mutilation; the bullet was not susceptible of identification. The Commission 
now desires that similar examination be made of any other bullets froM 
Tippit's body which may be in the custody of local authorities. Eisenberg 
was advised that necessary action. would be taken to explore the possibility 
of securing these bullets front local authorities on behalf of the Commission. 
Eisenberindicated that this request would be confirmed in writing. 

I 
During the further course of no- discussion, Mr. Bolin advised that 

inasmuch as it appeared that almost all of the investigation in this matter had 
been conducted by the FBI, and since the firearms identification was crucial . 
to the case, the Commission felt that. there was merit in having the firearms 
evidence eeamined by some other organization and was considering making 
Such a request. Under any other Circumstances a comment of this kind would 
have been the basis for an immediate discontinuance of FBI Laboratory cooperat 
and service; however, Bolin was merely.- advised in this. instance that any decisic: 
as to such a course of' action, of coarse,. was strictly up to. the Commission. 
We •did, however, point. out that., as rhea  Commission has previeuSly been advised 
by letter, the firearms ictenticiettions in this case had been performed independe' 
by several of our top firearms examiners and that these examiners had.independ 
arrived at the same conelusions of identifieation. 

Al the conclusion of the.11i61t, Mr. Eisenberg- advised that the Commissi 
was also contemplatin asking for official testimony of the FBI firearms expert 
before the Commission, as well as similar testimony from other FBI experts • 
involved in the handwritinif., the fabric. and the powderresid.ue examinations of the 
evidence in this case. Ile indicated that such-testimony would probably be requii 
during the week beginning, March 23, I904, or alternatively beginning March 30, 

On the following day, 'March 12, 19ficle durineea continuation of the 
conferences, Mr. Eisenberg advised that the Commission had now definitely 
decided that they wished to have an independent examination of the firearms 
evidence and he advised that Mr. Rankin had,Instructed him to request the FBI t,  
deliver the firearms evidence to Mr.. Rontilq:31minons, Weapons System Divisio,  
FOrt Meade, . Mar viand, for. this purpose on a date to be'specified by the Commif; 
in the pear future. Eisenberg did not raise the subject of possible outside 
Independent exe.minations of the other evidence in the case, but 1.1 the,Commissii. 
follows the same theory that it is necessary forz,indeperde4xaminations. to be • 
made, they 	 extend-their request -to-additional evidence in the 

uture, • such as the handwriting and the "fabric examinations. 
 • 	(- 	 • 

iit.060•071* 

7: • 	• 	 r;rt.114.1.';i!"3'1,f0/r 	
w
" 
 

• 



Mr. Jevons to Mr. Conrad 
RE: ASSASINATION OF ritEsiDEN T JOUN F. 1:1::::NNEDY 
• 11/22/63, DALLAS, TEXAS 

The question of whether an independent re-examination is to be made 
1 itItti the 

they  
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decided  
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want a finding independent of the FBI. While we are, of course, mindful of 
the Director's instructions that we are to comply completely with all. the 
Commission requests, it is respectfully ,suggested that in a situation of this 
type the Bureau will prefer to have the .evidence delivered to the Commission 
and let the Commission then arrange all details of any such independent 
re-examination, including delivery to the indepepent agency. This would 
then preserve, the independent nature of any such re-examinations throughout 
and would completely eliminate the possibility of any future allegation that 
the FBI exerted influence on the independent examiner selected by the Commissi 

ACTION 

(1) 	Dallas has been requested by teletype to obtain any additional bullets 
from. Tippitt's,body, which may be available and forward them to the Bureau f or 
examination on behalf of` the Commission. 
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(2) 	It is our feeling that it Is .iitidosirable for this Bureau to act as the • ' 
transniissiCii belt in deliverirtg any%vidence to outside examiners/  pursuant to th 
Commission's request.. A propoetrii.2itei•.seiling forth these views is attached. 
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