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: © Be.arcvangement thtougeh In spector J. R Madley, Ml Howard Willens /i
¥ ol the Pres l\h-.xl s Comun.ission telephoned on 3-11-64, to arrange for , 5
S tepresentatives of the Commission Lo nucms(npnr'ullv view the bullet and M‘y/"
‘ cartridee ciase (\1(1( nie involved in the ussassing ;}on of President Hlennedy. sy, z
! ' ' T
: I aceordanes with the above arrangement, Mr. Melvin Eisenberg and

Mr. David Belin came fo the Laboratory on the afterncon of 3-11-64 to view the

evidence.  Preliminary to'viewing the evidence, it was explained to them that the

P inlerpretafion of bullel and cartridge casc examinations depended upon'a detailed

: and scarching wnaiysis and corvelation of ol microscopic phenomenat appearing o

the bullet or eaviridge case by an expert in theficld of fircarms identification. ‘"w'.

; Very little conld be accomplished ¢ by a Liyman making a casual observidtion other '
| than sce the complaxity of the examination. I wis apparent that one of the
' ‘ohjoctives of the visit was to détermine the best manner in which o prescut
| the fiveanns identification informatidn to'the nembers of the Conunission. Z

After ohserving several iiems of evidence under o microscope, both Eiseroerd

i and Belin commented thal it was indeed o very comples subject for a layraan 2

: and stated that very Little could be gained for members of the Comumission Lo <

view the evidence in this manner. . ‘ \ g Q e

P Duving the couise of the discussion,. Mr. Eisenbery indicited that it 1Y
: was the Commiszion's understanding thar in'addition to the one bullet aunuutt“;l Y

i “to-the Bureau from the body of Cllicer J.D. Tippit (shet to death by Ob\\'ﬂ.ld) 3 5::
: other Bst'lats had been recovered from the body of Olficer Tippit. Eisenberg & ~ i ,

requested that, if possible, the Bur exuw arranga to oblain any such nddltloaal 5
bullcts from the Toeal autliorities and thal such bullets be compared with

; : Oswald's revolver. In.this regard, Dallas has advised thal immediately
i . s,uh:,tqw.wnt te-the shooting, an offer of Laboratory assistance to tie local
: L authorities was extended by the Ballas Olfice in this local murder of Tippit.
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One bullet, scevoral cartridize cases, and Oswald's revolver were subsequently
submitted for such-exaumination. The curlrifdge cases recovered near the scene
“of the shooling were identified with Oswald's revolver; however, because. of
mutilation, the bullel was not susceptible of identification, The Commission
now desires that similor examination be made of any other bullets from
Tippit's body which may be in the custedy of local authorities, Bisenberg
was advised thatl necessary action would be tadien to explore the possibility
of securing these bullels from local aulthorities on behald of the Commission.
" Bisenberg indicated thai this request would be confirmed in writing.

During the further course of the discussion, Mr., Belin advised that
inasmuch as it appcarad that almost ali of the investigation in this matter had
been conducted by the FBI, and since the fircarms identilication was crucial
to the case, the Commission fell thal there was merit in having the fircarms
evidence eramined by some olher organization and was considering making
such a request, Under any other éiccumslancesa n commant of this kind vould |
bave been the basis for an immediate discentinuance of FBI Laboratory cooperats

and sarvice; however, Belin wag merely. advised in this instance that any decisic:

as to such a course of aclion, -of course, was strictly up to the Commission.
We did, however, point oul thal, as the Commission has previeusly been advised

by several of our lop firearms examiners and that these examinere had independ
arrived at the same conclusions of identification, '

v ~ Atthe conclusion of the visil, Mr, Eisenberg adviscd that the Commiss!
was also contemplating asking for official testimony of the FBI fircarms expert
before the Commission, as well as similar testimony {rom other FBI experts
“involved in the handwriting, the fabric and the povderresidue examinations of the
evidence in this casce. He indicated that such tesiumony would probably be requi:
l during the week beginning March 23, 1964, or allernatively beginning March 30,!

On the following day, Marchi 12, 1964, during 2 continuation cf the
conferences, Mr, Eisenberg advised that the Conmunission had now definitely
decided that they wished to have an independent examinalion of the firearms
evidence and he advised that Mr, Rankln had,instructed him to request the FBI &
deliver the fircarms cevidence to Mr, Ronnl_(}-'f;lnunun:'., Weapons System Divisic
Fort Meade, Maryland, for this puirpose on @ dale lo be specilied by the Commir
in the near future. Eisenbery did not raise the subject of possible outside
independent examinations of the other evidence in the case, hut if the Commissit
follows the same theory that it is necessary x’or‘,’li13.depen,d_9_p_l',' examinations to be -
made, they will undoubledly extend-their request to additional evidence in the

uture, such as thg handwriting and the Tabric examinations.
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The question of whether an independenl re-examination is to be made &

is one for the Commission to decide, and apparently the Commission has - H
decided thal-they desire an independent cxamination, on the theory that they -
want a finding independent of the FBI. While we are, of course, mindful of
the Director's instructions that we arc to comply completely with all the
Commissmn requests, it is respectfully suggested that in a situation of this
type the Bureau will prefer to have the evidence delivered to the Commission
, and let the Commission then arrange all details of any such independent

~ re-examination, including delivery to the 1ndope1,\dent agency. This would
then preserve the independent nature of any suclf re-examinations throughout
‘and would completely eliminate the possibility of any future allegation that .
‘the FBI exerted inﬂucnce on the mdopen(lcnt examiner gelecied by the Commissi: .

ACTION:
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o ~ Dallas has been requested by teletype to chtain any additional bullets
“from _Tippitt's hody. which may be available and on ward them to the Bureau for
: e:nmmatmn on behall of-lhe Commiss‘mn.
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(2) 1t is our Ir*clmg thm it Is \Cnc‘o reble for this Bureau to act as the

, transmission belt in d{.hvcxlnﬂ any’ endencn to outside cxamium.,pufsumt to th
= -} Commission's request, A pr opojed [f‘(ter setling foth these views is attached
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