“l <in the photograph appears straight its full length, whereas. the stock of the i
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On the morning of March 11, 1964, 8A Cortlandt Cunningham of the
Laboratory personally delivered to Lhe President's Conimission 12 items '
of evidence in accordance with the reque.st contained in Mr. Rankin's
letter of March 4, 1964. In response to requests of Commission staff mnmbﬁrs
Oswald's rifle was dismantled and then reassembled jn their presence. At
that time Chief{ Justice Earl Warren inquired whethet B, Cunningham
could reassemble Oswald's rifle before the Commission, using only a dime o
as a tool, in order to make this possibilily 2 matter of,recorcl for theo
Commissions [t is noted that we have previously advised the Commission by
letter that the rifle could be assembled with a screw dri iver, adime or '
similar 1tem. :

Following coor chn..uxon through your office wilh Mr. Belmom, e
‘Mr. Cunningham was sworn in before Mr Warren aad briefly testified to the
ease with which this weapen may be dismantled and reassembled as wells ns/
to the type of instrument necded for its reassembly, Mr, Cunningham ‘Ll.en
reassembled the C 14 rifle before the Cemmission using a dime as.a
" screw driver,

Alsgo during the time the above material was beingt delivered, Mr. Warren & o
~observed a February 21, 1964, copy of Life Magazine and this copy of Life -
Magazine had a cover phoLO{;r"ph of Lee Harvey Oswald holding 2 rifle. He
pointed out the photograph to Special Agents Charles L. Killion and Cortlandt
Cunningham and advised that someone represe nting the u\h.m.:;t.s of Oswald
had stated that the rifle in the photograph does not appear o be identical to the
assassination rifle. This person claimed that the top o[ thu ‘stock-of the rille

= assassination rifle is curved in the area of the comb, Mr. ‘Warren commented
o that tht arca of th¢ stock in the photogr xph in Life Mdga}z//lc 1.»;01;.10 what .
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l For your information, the picture on the February 21, “bﬂ issue ol
Life pMagazine is the same photograph as our exhibit D-20 excepl [ox rctquclung,
that has been added to enhance the detail for publication. Such relouching of

- .photographs is a common practice in pholoengraving to intensify highlight areas

and separate shadow details, Thare nas heen 2 highlight retouched along the
stock of the rifle in the Life Magazine reproduction of the D-20 picture, This
retouched highlight does not follow the actual contour of the stock of the rifle,
There is also cvidence of retouching in other arcas of the plcture on the rifle’
and around fhe head and shoulders of Oswald.. -

.Delivery of the items of evidence to the Commission on March 1,
has been confirmed by appropriate letier to the Comyhi:mion. It is further
noted for record purposes that Mr. Cunningham brought back with him {rom
the Commission evidence items C-14, C-10, zmd C-10a, which were returned
by the Conimission.

RECO MM ENDATION:

In anticipation of a request frorni the President's Commission and in
connection with the field's current effort to ascertain the source of the piclure

- appearing in the aforc-mentioned ¢copy of Lifc Magazine, it is ‘recommended that

the field be instructed to determine whether the photograph was retouched by
.Life Magazine or retouched before Life Magazine obtaired it.
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o ‘ . In connecction with the cover photograph appearing . »
“Uonlthe 2/21/64 issuc of "Life" magazine which shows Oswald

~ carrying rifle and wearing a pistol, the  followiny is pointed
“out: ‘ ' .

e This Eurcau has aever inferred or advised the
~Commissilon that the rifle Oswald is shown holding is the
. same as the rifle used in the asvnssination of President

“Kennedy. This may logically be inferred; however, we have o !
never in fact stated {his since it is not possible through : _—

_ examination of the photograph -to locate sufficient char- ﬁ?ﬁi

i ageteristics to state it is one and the snmqlrifle. Our inves-— . il

i tigation to date has also falled to disclosec information

. wherein Oswald's wife or close ansocintes can state this 1s

»iin fact the. same rifle. Therefore, determining whether
"I,ife" has vetouched the photograph aprearing on the cover

.lof the above -igssue docs not appeosr pertinent to our investi-

///' gation. The President's Commission, as noted above, has
been furnished a copy of this photograpb and in the absence
of a specific request, it is not felt any further action
/ . should .be taken in this matter. o :

- A3 you arc aware, basced on a PFresident's Commission t
y request, we have béen cndeavoring -to .establish the source of

" these photographs which have received fairly wide publlcation
i " since the publication of the above issue of "Life." Our

: " “ipvestigation in this particular matter discloscs that numerous
.- .copies of this photograph were .available in the Dallas Police
...Department. and.that no system of control was . established.

It is known that many of these photographs are missing. This
information has been furnished to tQG.PTcsident's Commission.
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