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: - Whilerdiscyssingr other matlers wilh J. Lee Rankin of the President's QEJ)%W, "'_.
Commission on March 16, 1964, Mr. Rankin brought up the matler of an inde exii;— |

dent examination of the rifle slug which was found on the stretcher which ! r%){/f:,(/
President Kennedy's body was on in Dallas, as well ag lallet frapgments found 455 -~
in the Presidenl's body during the aulopsy-at the U. s Naval Hospilal al Bethesda..
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! , Mr. Rankin advised the Commission certainly relied on the examination| :

congucled by the Burecau Laboralory; however, there was slrong feeling in the | ' §
Commission that an independent examination would Le advilageous because of |
the fact that the Bureau had conducted Lhe principal investigation inls the assassiue}}-
tio_niof the Prcsi(lcgl as well as having handled the Laboralory examinations. :
Mr.i'llaukin advised he was aware of the possibilily of o difference of opinion on the;
parl.j; of an oulside ¢xaminer It nevertheless they felt this independent cxnminatton;f‘g

necessary. [He indicated he would request the Burcau Lo handle the delivery of | -
the rifle, bullet and bullet fragments W an independent examiner. AR ]
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: Mr. Rankinjwas advised thal a letter hid been prepared by the Burequ - |
and’sent Lo Lhe Commission on March 13, concerning this maller, expressing the

Bu;’¢atx?s views concerning thig procedure. Mr. Rankin advised he hid not scen gl
the ietler as yet; however, it was the desire of the Chicf Justice for the Bureau tg
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maintain as much control over items of an evidentinr y nature as possible to malge
Jcerlt,&in dhey were not lost. 1t was suppested lo Mr. Rankin hal prior to making

any_ﬂn:lf_l decision :Lé; to the procedure Lo be ulilized he mipht desire to review the'!
Bureau's lelter whiq’:h thoroughly ovtlined the Bureau's posilion and Mr. Rankin | ' ¢
advi ’e'd.g.vhe would doiso.. The Bureau's position as oullined in the letter of Marchi 13,
15 tha t".:q“ny materialito be examined by an independent examiner should be delivered.

? ‘ ! <
“ta the-Commission by the Bureau and the Commission male all necessary | : f
rrangements for handling the delivery of the material to the inde endent examingr. R
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Memo lo Mr. Delmont from Ao Rosen b
Re; Assas§lnation of the President 2
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{ Mr. Willens stated that probably the first of next week or shortly , :
thereafter teams of allorneys assigned o the Commission stafl would be going %
to Dallas, Texas, to take deposilions from a number of wilnesses regurding b s
various aspects of the over-all investipation.  le advised siations may arise ' -
where the Commission. representatives would need assistance {rom our Dallas |
Office and inquired as to the naumes of individuals who could be contacled by P
members of thg Commission slafl. Mr. Willens was furnished Lthe names of
the SAC and ASAC and was lold that any requests of the Daljas Office should

be handled through them. Appropriate instructions are being issued to the G e
Lﬁlrlaj\s, Office relative to handling contacts Ly l‘Cl)I'CbenLJ}LLVLS of the Commission | . ﬁg
5 R :

ith the Dallas Office.
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The foregoing is submilled for information,
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