(Y , )

gl

# 62-109060-288 2844, 3/24/64 and undated pf before 4/1/64 from first releases relate to
independent checking of the FBI's work with evidence and the work of its lab. It is obvious
that the FBI was seeking to intimidate the commission into not having anyone else do the
same testingiwg and that its pretended pique over a lack of trust was not meal. If the FBI
Wwere really certain of its results it would welcome confirmation. And it knew that an o
impartial test as well as a second test added credibility to the results.

It is Hoover who invented the line "the commission doesnot have confidence in our
Laboratory" and that "the commission is not satisfied with our findings.”

There is no suggestion of it and no basis for suspecting it. :

Howevpr, the attitude continues, as do the withholdings. !

These records disclose files we have not been told have been searched, One is written
on the undated memo to Conrad, who then ran the Lab,"laboratory examinations for
President's Commission." This is preceeded by am indexing mariing, with the subject, as
usual, underlined.

On the 3/24 Rosen to Belmont memo the letters FE£ are written in the margin and ;
similarly underlined, as are the typed words "Laboratory examinations," :

These mean a file outside the Lab, o
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_ Referenced memorandum dated 3/20/64 from Jevons to
Conrad set forth information concerning testimony relating to
firearms evidence and the fact that firearms evidence was to be
made available to the President's Commission. on March 21, 1964,
in order that an independent examination could be made of the
firearms evidence. - 1
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This matter was discussed with J.'Léé)gzzgin, General/
.Counsel, President's. Commission, in the early evening of
— . Farch 23, 1964. MNr. Rankin was advised that in view of th
“*action taken by the Commission concerning the firearms evi nce,
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At was obvious the Commission does not have confidence in the FBI™ !
Laboratory, and that in view of the independent examinations being J

~

requested, it would appear ‘desirable for the Commission to have

~whatever examination they desire.from independent experts made .
and.for the Bureau to step out of the picture from the standpoizt . .

off@?bpxgtpry_examigatgonq. -1t was pointed out to Mr. Rankin.

——— that our Laboratory was greatly burdened with a large volume of:
work and that if the examinations that we made were not going

to be accepted, it would appear that there would be no reason

Hr our Laboratory experts to be tied up oo these examinations Y

in utilizing the time it requires to furnish testimony concerniap ~
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matters where independent examinatit®ns are being made. o /o g =
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Mr. Rankin immediately replied that he certainly "desiredQ '
to correct any impression that the Bureau may have received tha
anyone connected with the President's Commission had a lack = = .
of confidence in the examinations made by the Bureau Laboratory P
ﬁ He stated that there had been a tremendous amount of pressure

A

from various sources on the Commission for accepting the work
being performed by the Bureau and not subjecting it to any
independent examination. -He also commented that the Bureau

had performed a tremendous amount of investigative activity at
the Commission's request and that there wns.1ikewise1considerable
pressure on the Comnission to have independent examinations piade

- 1 concerning'the findings made availgble by tbe FBI. X
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Memorandum to Mr., Belmont ' ) : o
RE: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT

! JOIN F. KENNEDY; 11/22/63; : :
; DALLAS, TEXAS
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advised he had personally been completely opposed to any , !
independent investigation by any outside investigators and

4 that he had taken a strong stand that any investigatiom conducted
should be handled by Government agencies unless it was found that

the Commission could not obtain the results they desired. He

statel thus far there had been no difficulties encountered with

the FBI or any other Government agency relative to investigations

and he did not anticipate there would be any. He stated he ‘
sincerely hoped he would be able to keep the members of the Commission
agreeable to Government agencies handlifg investigative matters

' without any investigations on the part of outside investigators.

; Mr. Rankin was advised that his comments concerning investigative

P matters were appreciated but this did not change the picture ‘

f relative to what appeared to be a lack of confidence in the

| Laboratory examinations., Mr, Rankin again stated that there was no
lack of confidence and that the Commission relied completely on

the:- thoroughness of the FBI Laboratory examiners, which he considered
Lo .40 be tbe best in the country. e stated because of the pressure

;xQ” ’ that had been brought, the members of the Commission had made the

, decision to have the independent examinations. He stated
emphatically that the Commission would insist that the Bureau
Laboratory men be available to furnish testimony concerning matters
examined by the Laboratory. : :
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i o ..7 'During the discussion, it was ascertained from Mr. Rankin
LR that the Commission members had indicated they will probably desire
N independent examination concerning handwriting and fingerprint

8 i

examinations. He gave no indication what items he was referring to
} or when such a request would be made. T i L

| : Throughout the discussion Mr. Rankin seemed to bé a little
' disturbed over the Bureau pointing out to him that the Commission
] . obviously lncked'cqpéjdence in our Laboratory apd he-repeatedly
k2 commented that thafi.depggdqpt.gxamingtions o idence were being
2~ lmade at the instructions of thé seven members of the Commission.
He gave no indication, however, whether this was the desire of
certain members of the Commission and others were going along, or
whether the Commission was in full agreement concerning this matter.
) " ,‘vl 'ti 1 : 7 /"'

itted for information.”

"

e oo Y -

The foregoing is s

\

apcrvr m oy €W

- .

e e e T —r—— ————— e e
. . 4 . v T ) ~ L H THEE o
IR Oy, o W 00 g ainds T - § — w - -
s D G R A O T
;233&&3’, SLe) i BT LT 5u¢syf d s AXr
TR A T s e RS e e T e
. At - . AL L e e e T I R AT .e

il

W B i e Bt v A R i R 2 T 1 3 AR




o miatbe g eam—t o manea
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Re: 4 ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT. / - .
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During the course o the abové discussion, Mr. Eisenberg stated that
he would like to have the firearms evidence in our possession and pertaining to
the assassination delivered to his office Saturday, 3/21/64, so that he could
make arrangements to have it delivered to Mr. Ronald Simmons, Weapons
System Division of the Defense Department .g..t"_?;gié?aéeh,. faryland, for re-
'W: Mr. Eisenberg advised that he would request that the remaining
Trearms evidence be delivered to his office at a later time for the same purpose.
This indicates that the Commission is complying with the Bureau's position
t the evidence be delivergd by the FBJI to the Commisgsiop rather than du‘qg

Lt et v @ Qo - A2

recall, ® tiny tuft of fibers was found adhering to the butt

of the assassination rifle t.hatS matched the fabric composing the\ih)rt worn by
Oswald on the date of the assassination. Various {ibers were also found in the
paper kag found in the Texas Book Depository Building that matched the blanket
reportedly having belonged to Oswald. Also, body and pubic hairs were found in * e o4
the blarket that matched hair specimens from Cswald, Mr. Eisenberg says

that the Commission expects to use testimony on this subject on or about 4/1/64.
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For information.
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