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less, many documents from the FBI are still to come. why  did Jack Ruby 	C Dozens of those provided were blacked out. And 
many others, from the White House, the State De- 	The freshest materia 
partment, and the CIA remain secret. 	 with Jack Ruby, the sn 

It has been learned In recent years that t4egigic...imin mincluded the dram 
mission, itself, did not see all the pertinent. -d,ocir'"IBBIPthelinitiaidgebegej 
manta. It Was never told, for instance, about CIA at- 	In fact, the last twit 
tempts during the Kennedy Administration to kill PI- Aug. 8, 1976. 
del Castro and overthrow his government. 	 But if the material 

This has added to speculation that a conspiracy pretty stale: 
may have been covered up. 	 The FBI files show t 

In the last months of his life, Oswald seemed went to authorities after 
committed to the cause of Castro's Cuba. 	 said he acted almost apt 

Kennedy's death, he sale 
the point of insanity." 

He said he had no a 
plicated motives. Until hi 
3, 1967, he never changed 

And the files of tie 
from New York to Calif 
reini never found any evi 

In fact, it seems th 
Ruby cue largely becaus 
man shoot the suspected 
Precedent on television wi 
ing without someone Mind 

A enlace reading of 
leased last week implant 
=covers no solid new end 

The files do flesh ou 
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A self-proclaimed Marxist who tried to renounce 
his American citizenship and take up residence in the 
Soviet Union, Oswald turned toward Cuba after the 
Soviets rejected him and forced him to come back to 
the United States. 

Oswald tried without success to gain entry to 
Cuba. Twice, he visited the Cuban embassy in Mexi-
co, once in September, 1963, and once in October. 

The FBI, according to its files, checked out a tip 
that Oswald on one of his titans, had accepted 96,600 
from the Cuban embassy. The tipster. under question-
ing, admitted he had been lying. Agents also checked 
out tips from anti-Castro Cubans that Castro was in-
volved. They all proved false. 

Still, the most persistent conspiracy theory re-
mains that Castro or one of his agents was somehow 
involved. Castro has vigorously denied this And a 
hard-line anti-Communist like Hoover, who early de!  
scribed Oswald as a pro-Communist, apparently 
qa&anteetriesece for it 

• 
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Oswald, seen holding a full Coke bottle, later 
acknowledged he was the one Truly and Baker saw. 
Baker asked Truly if Oewald worked in the building. 
When Truly said he did, Baker went looking elm- 
where. By the time he turned back to look for Os- 

't,-tcAhrald. who answered the description broadaut by the 
'"" 	t.1 Dallas police. Oswald was gone. 

• The Warren Commiaion and its staff, in a re-
` 1 enactment weeks later, found evidence to support 

. that Oswald came down the stairs from the sixth 
floor, appeared in the snack bar on the second floor 

`1 and left through an employes' exit. 
tAt 1:11 when Dallas patrolman J.D. Tippit, who 

.1 
 

bad heard the description of Kennedy's assailant on 
.1 the police radio, stopped Oswald, the auspea pulled 

his pistol and fired.' 
' Two witnesses saw the shooting in the street and 

• seven others saw a man fleeing and carrying a gun. 
All later identified Oswald. who was captured in a 
theater a few blocks away. One of the most sedan 
points of controversy in the Kennedy assassination is 

• whether Oswald could have fired three Wats in the 
five to seven seconds that Kennedy's car was in range 
of .the sixth floor book depository window. 

:The FBI documents show that the bureau along 
with the commission staff had the rifle tested by 
someone with moderate rifle skills. Oneski bad won a 
"marksman" medal in the Marine Corps, a sign of 

• ' slightly above, average skill. 
With a bullet already in the chamber and the use 

. of a sling for support, there was no problem firing the 
bolt-action rifle three times in the allotted time and 
hitting a target  

The FBI and Warren CartIllliniOn acknowledge 
• that one of sOtwakris three shops Aliened the mark. 
'Critics have chillenged their assertion that Oswald, 
with the other two, was able to hit Kennedy twice 
and wound Connally once. 

Spree witnesses thought they saw 'it' puff of 
-smoke, as from a gun, on the "grassy knoll" leading 
to an overpass ahead of the rennedy car. Critics of 

. the Warren Commission and the FBI suggest that a 
killer fixed at Kennedy from there and hit him in the 
throat. They argue that that makes more sense than. 
suggesting that one, bullet passed through both Ken-
nedy and Connally. Connally himself has always dis-
puted the single bullet theory. but he has no evidence 
for any other one: Connally also refuses to believe 

•• shots came from the front. 
And no one has ever produced evidence of a gun 

or shells on the grassy knoll 
Did Oswald act alone? 

The FBI reports, based on physicial evidence, dr- 
, • ; cuonsuunial evidence and eyewitness reports, conclud-
f,  ad without qualification that in the actual commiason 

of the murder, Oswald had no help. 
But whether he had help or encouragement, wit-

. Ong or unwitting, in moving toward the asemanation 
of John Kennedy is a question without a positive 
answer, and it probably will remain so, feeding end-
less speculation. 

Even the Warren Commission, which said with- 
. out qualification that Oswald was the muslin, could 

not be certain on the question of conspiracy. It said 
the commission "hai found no evidenter of a oinspir. 
acy or that Oswald was employed, persuaded, aided 
or encouraged to kill President Kennedy. But prov-
ing, linyond doubt that there was no conspiracy, was 

. impossible, the commission said. 
" 	Almost every conceivable conspiracy theory has 

been raised since the assassination. The targets of • 
. such theories have included Fidel Castro and Cuba, 

	

the anti-Castro Cuban exiles, the Matta. the Soviets, 	' 
• anti-Communists, Dellas-based oilmen. the CIA, the ' 

Dallas police and the FBI itself. 
Hoover, partly because he made a hip-shot deci-

,i ton only hours atter the crime that Oswald was ' 
til-; guilty, resisted investigating many conspiracy tips at 
..4,4 first. But eventually his agents in the field ran down • 
• even the most far-fetched  possibilities, spending days, 

for example, scouring the gypsy tea rooms in New 
York because a tipster suggested gypsies were in-,. 
itolved. 

The FBI reports are impressive in providing in- 
' tonsalion an the scope of its investigtien: Nevertite- 
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Why did Jack Ruby kill Oswald? 
And 

a De- 	The freshest material in the FBI documents deals 

with Jack Ruby, the :small-time nightclub operator 

who concluded the drama in Dallas by shooting Os-

wald to death on national television. 
In 'fact, fltit lMt investigative document is dated 

Aug. 8, 1978. 
But • if the material is fredth, its conclusions are 

Pretty stale: 
The FBI files show that Ruby, in. his first state-

ment to authorities after he killed Oswald on Nov. 24, 

said he acted almost spontaneously. His grief over 

Kennedy's death, he said, apparently drove him "to 

the point of inanity."  
He said he had no accomplices. 	no com- 

Micated motives. Until his death from cancer on Jan. 

• 3, 1987, he never changed his story. 
And the files of the FBI, whichqolloWeil tips 

from New York to California, indicate, that the bu-

reau never found any evidence to contradict that sto- 

ry. 	 • 
In fact, it seems that questions persist in the 

Ruby case largely because it is so pet. How could a 
man shoot the suspected murderer of an American 

President on television with millions of people watch, 

ing without someone having produced it all? 

A surface reading of many of the FBI's files re-

leased last week amplifies some colorful theories, but 

uncovers no solid new evidence. 
The files do flesh out some of the details of Ru-

by's rather hazy relationships with the FBI, Dallas 

police officers, the underworld and a Havana night-

club operator named Lewis J. McWillie. 

The FBI had tried to recruit Ruby.as an infor-

mant in 1959. 
He was friendly with Dallas police officers; that's 

how he succeeded in getting close to Oswald despite 

FBI admonitions for tight security. 
He did have some contacts with mobsters. He did 

go to Cuba, also in 1959. •And upon his return to the 

statiekhe even latanged,  fare weapons shipmentMito 

Castro's island. 
• Nevertheless, neither the 'Warren Commit:km in 

1904, 1101 the FBI, accceding to its files, has been able' 
to weave those threads into any kind of cohesive case 

for conspiracy: 
His "gun-running" efforts .ott behalf of COWS 

dictatorship, for example, actusillY involved four Ms-' 

tols for his friend McWillie in•1959.., 
• As for his relationship .with the FBI, the Miler 

Police had cabled Washington with this message four 

years before the asolussination, on Nov. 6, 1959: 	' 

"Efforts to contact this Man have necedidtated 

strained efforts and resulting contacts have been neg-

ative to date. It is felt that further attempts to devel-

op this man (as an informant) would be fruitless and 

it is therefore suggested this file be marked closed." • 
FBI Interviews turned • up no hard evidence of 

any serious links between Ruby and organized crime. 

The FBI, the files show, had a great deal of help 

from hundreds of strange sources in trying to find out 
about Ruby. 

There was, for instance, the East Lansing woman 

who claimed to have seen Ruby and Oswald together 

at a Michigan State University dormitory. 

There was no file to indicate that any new infor.4 • 

nation was found. 
r.  


