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ATLANTA, — The violently
recist and antisemitic Na-
tiona] ‘States Rights - party
has been recruiting tough Ku

ian, Miss., area where a wave
of - violence has ' terrorized
Negro and Jewish families, * -

- The activities of the hate or-
_Banization,: some" of " whose
members have- been linked to
racial violence in the past,
have made it a prime target of
an intensive FBI investigation
into the violence. . :

The FBI has evidence indj-

people : responsible for the
bombing of a synagogue and a
rabbi’s house in Jackson,
Miss,, last November also are
involved in the Meridian vio-
lence, = ' - :
No arreésts have been made
in any of the cases. Rewards

responsible now total $35,000—
.$50,000 in Jackson and $35,000
in Meridian.” - -

In - a telephone interview
from NSRP headquarters in
Savannah, Ga., vice chairman

J. B. Stoner said he was not

’ surpris'ed,'fhe FBI was invest}-

gating the party “because
they've been after me trying
to cause me trouble ever since
I was 18 years old nnd'I’lp 44
years old now.” ¢l o
' Stoner accused the FBI of
harassing him on many.occa-
sions. He said agents had tried
without success to link him to
several . bombings, - including
one which killed four Negro
girls in a Birmingham, Ala,,
church in 1963. i
Stoner denied any part in
the Meridian violence and said
he will proceed with plans for
three . days of rallies and
“white power” marches, . -

-His Meridian - organizer  is|

Raymond Robert, 28, a Klans-
man who has espoused the
cause of the American Nazi
Party. He is a brother of Alton
Wayne Roberts, one of seven
members of the White Knights

‘of Ku Klux Klan who last

November were convieted in
Federal court in Meridian in a
civil rights conspiracy case
growing out of the 1964 Nesh-|
oba lynching of three civil
rights workers. Mrs. Alton

strongly denounce the Jackson,

bombing. Wiliams, who in-
spected the extensive damage
at .the synagogue, Temple
Beth Israel, deplored the vio-
lence and pledged to provide
a3 many state agents as the
investigation requires. o

" Stoner was addressing af
small group at an NSRP meet-|
ing in a barber shop across
the street from the Meridian
Federal - courthouse on the
night of April 4 when he
heard that the Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. had been as-
sassinated a few hours earlier
in Memphis, “He’s been a
good nigger since then,” said

one-half hour tirade against

LinktoViolence|

' FBI ProbesStates Rights

Wayne Roberts s local segx’:é-
iary of the NSRP unit, = ;3
* Stoner sald he also plans to
speak at a rally in Brandon,
near Jackson, sponsored by
the Americans for the Preser-
vation of the White Race,.a
group comprised of many for-
mer, White Knights and other
violence-prone racists. “Every-
body " on the white side has
been invited to - participate,”
Stoner said, “the Minutemen,
the American Independent
‘Party, ~the: White . Citizens
Council, the John Birch Soci-
ety, the Women for Constitu-
tional Government, and nu-
merous others.” . ' g
The FBI is not the only
agency interested in' the
NSRP’'s activities. Meridian
Police Chief C. L. (Roy) Gunn
and - State - investigators: also
have been kéeping close watch.
‘on the group. - b
“We're _hoping the $35,000
reward “money" ($10,000 by the
city -and $25,000 by a group 'of

bring us’'a break,” Chief Gunn
said. S !

about ten incidents of racial
violence in the area since the

Negroes, Jews and the FBI.

* Although

the FBI has re-

Meridian businessmen) willl.

Gunn said there have been|

Party
Federal . court: trial: of the
Neshoba lynching'case. They
include the burning of five
Negro churches and a Negro
parsonage and a shooting at-
tack’ on the home of & te: her
of a Head Start class.. <
. *Gunn -pledged to stop the.
violenice' with any force neces:|
sary ‘and said,’ *if we catch’
them in‘the act we will appre-,
hend them, and we will shoot'
to kill if required,” - » ., |
* It was the synagogue bomb-;
ing- tha brought forth the re|
ward._‘money: : in/ -Meridian,
There ‘are only. about 42 Jew-
ish “families “in ‘the. city of
55,000, There.-has-been little
civil: rights” “activity . among
thent, but the 'synagogue's
rabbi, Milton 'Schlager," is -a
member of ‘the’ Commilttee of
Concern,: a local group com:
prised mostly - of clergymen
who are raising funds to re-
build me.wNegro,.chur((hek that
were burned. . - o g

The: bombing also'brought a
visit’ from Gov. John Bell Wil-
Hams, :'a. egregationist . who
was ‘severly criticized by some
white ‘civil' rights leaders in

Misstesippl “for - - fafling ™to

peatedly linked Stoner to per-
sons charged with bombings
and other racial violence, it is
true, ‘as he frequently boasts,
that - they - have mever-been
able to bring charges against
him. : . RN

. “But the Federal Bums of In-
; tegration  have been harassing
;me off and on and when the
National States Rights Party
: comes to power we're going to

- it about.”

try them all for treason |
hang them., Without  tls
there wouldn't be any inf
tion in the Sotth tn my
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