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4/10/2

Doar Jarry,
- In addition to othor mafl to which I mist attemd, other work I must do, I got lottors

from you, Joln and Stoner todaye. Fron yours I gether you did not go with Stoner. In any
‘ 'ermi,xmtmmmﬁwmw.nmmwmtmwhislam,Iqmmmostofit
.ond all that is relewmnts I can ¢ think of a ovazler thing he could bave done, and 1f I

an avare that he or his seoretary mey simply have forgotten to secal this letter, I am

algo avare that even if that ware the come this lotter might well have beon resd by others.

I tell you frankly that whoti you wroto me as you did and I didn't hear fxom hin and
then he goee to gee Jamas for tho first time on more than a year, one of the obwvious -
possitdlitian I had to cousdder was that he would got give me these leods and then would
permusde or tyy to persuade Jumes not to. I told this to Bud, and now I'1) have to give Mm
a oapy of Stoner’s letter to mes ¥ will, of course, ask him $o keop 1t confidential and
I ax sure he will, unloss eowething haprens to James. L heve no ohoiee at all now, Tids
is just too daxmed wnremsonable and too suspdolouas I still don®t {idnk Stonor wey ine
volved in tids, bpt my ohligation s to Junos, not Stonery end this precents me with the

- most crdticel kind of conflicts Therefore, in Jemes' interest, I nush sive Bud Stonerts
 letter and my roply. ‘ I '

Jerry, I an willing to fight the government to help Jemes, and L have, I ext willing
to go further into debt tu help him, as I have, to tuko time I peed for other thingns But
baliove wey I am not going to washe one single minute fighting with hin or with Stoner or
withe anyons else, The stmplest thing is for me {0 mpend my time on other things, There

 ave just too many I can't get to. And 1f snytidng now happens to Jemes, youmean b sure

Stcnor will beve %o be a prime suspecte fo police in the world oovld avpkd this suspicion
nw, nor can sny writor or lawyer, o

What Joln writes mokes sense. I will help him in every way I can, I have started cone
things in motion. They will not be done without his approval, So, I will figure on going
thare from St. Lnudse I have alwo written hiw of tids, as you say you are, It hi wants
0 ses me, thore should be no trouble. If they refuse, we will gov baeck tu 9%, L ens ese

" whether they have mude a mistalie, I wrote you about the show with Frank. Now 1 have a

detter idoa what to expoct if he shows up end although it was far short of wist it should

- have veen, the adwisslons I got from him, according to Bud and Jim, who were hore yesterday,

are good and present us with new possibilitios. This suy's bbg weakness 1s fact on the Xilm

~ 14n0ge Ho has nothing but what he ‘was fod., S0, when he vembles, we shoyld all gay get back

to the killing, why are you avéiding the kiliing, things liks thnk. We cun tulk about this
in advance. ‘

I zave Bud the envelope you sent me timé was opoued and sewled. I Hidmc he will

parsuo it further,

Jerry, pleaso understand mee. I am really worried shout this insane thing Stoner has
dong, and I'n not hiding that worry, When I consider kis track record in court, with both
James and Yohn, even when I meke sllowences for lxinees, Af ho is lazy, or not wraparing
8 onea mperlq.‘o:em investigating it, when I mske all 4o allowences I cau I Tind he
i3 batting 1007 the wvrong way and I oan't trust his Judgement on whether the leads ave
vorthvhile or note If James gave him what he told me he did, they just oan't possibly be
of no valus. ‘he best two faces I can put on tids are first, that Stoner couldn't do it
and his ego makes him hide it, and second, thét it leads to his friends, and he would hide
that, Helther one helps Yumes. This whole situation is very bad, I can't think of unything
in hia giving me this stuff that oow.d possibly hurt James, cithere and I will not cok him

- or Yomes for this sgain. Stoner may spin his wheols, but I will note

Simmly »



4/10/72
Dear Bud and Jim,

My hunch on what Stoner was up to was right, but Ik didn't expect it to be in spedes.
Instead of walting wntil I core in on Friday, I'1l mske a tidp into town to wail this and
the enclosed carbons of my letter to him emd to Jerxy. £ have decided to write hin via
Jerry, that is, to sund the letier to hin to Jerry for Jerry to rcad and give to idme It
will then be up to Jerry end it nay give us an added reading on bothe Nothing could be
nore suspclous,

I sup. ose it has been ebout a month since he told Jerry he would give me those
leads, onoe ho waz assured that I would not use anything againat aiie the excusc he gove
Jerry for not glving them to me. What he hag done, actually, is to delay until his letter
could not reach ne in time for me to write Y.mes boforc ho sees Janeme Jorry also wrote
me on the Tih, saying that Stoner was geing to see James today or tomorrow. seither lotter
could have recched me before Yoday, so if I had the dntention of w.iting James, it would
not be physically possibled

" “ihere are two other ousibly strange circuzstances. Jerry $old me that Stoner was
- writdng me the same day but did not indicate kuowledge of what Stoner :ould write. And
vhereas Jerry could have driven Stoper there is perhaps leas time than the use of plunes
- and eortainly at less cost, the indicattons in Jerry's letter is thet he was not taking .
. Btoner, He has told m: that Stomer doesn't like to drive., Of course, he could have Jerry -
take Idn to the airport andhave one of his boys mect him at Xnoxville. But when Jorry
mekes the trip by car without spesding in four hours, and it talzes an hour frow the airport
in bnoxville at least, more if time for getting and roturning s rental oar is considersd,
some tinc t. get to the Horietta alrport even If there is a diiwet flisht, wiee all the
tine 1s adued together, it sure is strange that, if he hos so arangsd it, Stoner is
seeing Jamew without Jerry present, especlally because, having assumed he woulddrive
Stoner \one of his Jobs for Stoner), I had earlier writien Jerry urging hin %o try and
get to sec James and to have Stoner talk to the warden. I told you of this yesterday.

Ffon tris record, I find it hard to find a way in which Stoner could huve fingered
himself more than he hase .

I suggest that it is time to aak Group Reseerch for everything they hove on all of
Ms people, eupe in La, At tlis point ve can'i make any assuuptions of in ocence or note

involvomente It will be intervsting to sec Jomes' reaction, I huve & letier to mail lim,
I'1) tell him the essence, I wili presume Stoner hase I'll enclose a GOLYe

Sincerely,

Horold Woisberg



'I:.s let’cer ooens,"In regard to the matter in hemphis, I investigated and gave the ln;OI'ﬁh,.'ElOIl_
to Mr, James .arl Ray. I suggest that you ask hin for that information," With tiis closing, I
have quoted it in full,"As even, I rome@n, very truly yours, " and his signature,

8/10/72
¥Mr. J.B.Stoner

P.0.Box 1211
Harietta, Ga. 30060

R
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Dear Mr, Stoner,

Your letter of the 7th arrived unsealed todaye. That, in my bpinion, makes it even
§ more unwise,

I gave you my word through Jerry that I have no intention of fighting with you. What
I said is you leave me alone, I leave you alone. That stands. So, please understand this
i letter is not intended as any kind of fight. I address the unwisdom I see in 1t and the
3 great harm to James in your refusal to give me what more than a year ago he said you would
have and I would get. I regard his life as in danger and I regard your refusal to pass
. these leads on t0 me as increasing that dangers I suggest that you conslder whether you
. have not written what in the future, eapeoially should there be any untoward developments,
misht cast auapd.nd.on on yous

You say, "I bave investigated the Jouisiana Angle, found nothing and I have closed
.- that avenue of investigation. I still know many people in Louislana. I was advized to
look elsewhere. '.l‘hare is no reason for any person to spin his wheels."

i - R

It eimply is not possible for thare to have been any investigation of the leada of
which I know not to have produced some fact. What you may cpnsider "nothing" others may
not, and I do not think you should interpose your evaluation on everyone else. I have
5 done an investigation of a magnitude you can'it possibly have duplicated and you have no
3 way of knowing what may or may not fit in with what I haves And I have spun my vheels
meny times. But not always, for some times, most often, in fact, they grip fimmly. If
I apprecigte the seeming soligitude in Meeping me from wasting time, I am willing to waste
“; that times I have wasted much on this case for whkch thers is no possible return or reward,
¥ Numbers, agourate numbers, yleld solid fact, not spinning wheels. They may produce the
%V only life insursnce James can now haves I can check then from here ia less time than I
) have apent writing you about them, :

If I intended you harm, your letter would provide all I meed. 3But I intend you no
harm, I seek only the truth, which is the only way of helping Jameés and the reat of his
family, all of whom are endangered by their relationship to him, -

I strongly encourage you to consider what it means that a letter of this kind reached
me open (especially immediately after one to Jerry from James was wut open and taped closed).
One of the possibilities is interception. Do you thinic anyone in the government will read
your letter as anything other than a confession of invelvement, by you or by those you
consider friends? And have you any idea of the investigation they have already conducted
along preclsely these lines? They even investigated Leander Perez in this comuection, and
others of whom I knowe As I told you, I do not suspect you. Would I be writing you thus if

&

8 I did? But you arse now casting suspicion on yourself., I encourage you to rething this and
to rothink what it may coat Jemes,

This 18 all inconsistent with what you told Jerry, that the only reason you would not
tcll me anything is because you were afraid I would use it againat you. You have not only
not told me anything but you have given me what I can but do not propose to use against you.
At the very least you should be willing to consider the posaibility that someone else may be
able to find what you didn't or understand a set of fact other than you do. Please think
this through. I think you have made a serious mistske, one that can hurt you. But I will
not argue with you about this, will not press you for this information. Decision is yours.

Regretfully, Harold Weisberg
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4/10/72

Dear James,

Todey I got a letter from Stoner in which ho refused to give me what you know I

: expectod and know I have expected for more than a Year now. His timing interests me.

Abbut & month ago, he told Jerry he was afraid I'd use anything againsz him, I told
Jerry this is not the case, that L have no interest in him, that if he leaves me alone,
+ leave him alone, and that the old business was started not by me but by Field. Jerry

" ‘has since told me that by accident he learned this for himself, having found the really
‘nasty thing Field 4id to Bud and me, longz, long ago.

I also wrote Stoner and gave him my word on this.

How he walts until he knows I can't write you in time to influence you, which I wouldn't
do in any event, and then and not until then writes nges The earliest I could have gotten
his letter was today. Jerry had told me Stoner was going there today or iomorrow. If I

- . underatood Jerry's letter correctly, without Jerry this time.

I will not ask you or Stoner for this again. I'vo too much that I o.n't get to doing :
$hat has sowe prospect of doing me mome good to fight for what can help you. it sure as

_hell can't help me, -

His letter reached mem unsealed,
I have written and told him I regard the entire matter as at best un.ige,

- HMeanwhile, I have no choice but to give Bud & cupy. If you want it, Bud can bring it
to you when ha is there again., In Stoner's intoreat, I'd best not mail it, ;

Sinoerely,

Harold Weisberg



J. B. Stoner
ATTORNEY AT LAW
P. O. Box 6263

SAVANNAHM, GEORGI
A31805  New ADDRESS:

P.0, Box 1211
Phone 355-4271 Area Code 912 MARIETTA, GEORGIA 30060
PHoNE (LOL4) 427-0283

ApPrIL 7, 1972

MR, HarROLD WEISBERG
RouTE 8
FREDERICK, MARYLAND 21701

DEAR MR, WE1SBERG:

IN REGARD TO THE MATTER IN MEMPHIS, | INVESTIGATED AND GAVE
THE INFORMATION TO MR, JAMEs EARL RAY, | SUGGEST THAT YOU ASK HIM
FOR THAT INFORMATION,

| HAVE INVESTIGATED THE LOUISIANA ANGLE, FOUND NOTHING AND |

HAVE CLOSED THAT AVENUE OF INVESTIGATION, | STILL KNOW MANY PEOPLE
IN LouisiANA, | wAS ADVISED TO LOOK ELSEWHERE. THERE 1S NO REASON
FOR ANY PERSON TO SPIN HIS WHEELS,

As EVER, | REMAIN

YOURS VERY TRULY,

W

J.B, STONER

JBS /DM



