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was shown a copy at the earlier, statement by -nob- .  
ell: W. Dill, one of his attorneys, Ray took it and wrote along the margin of the leiper: 
• "I am not responsible 	this statement." 

JIe dine Sign'- his disnvowel cf the statement b:-other hart attribeted to Now the convicted assassin's chief defense at-iornc.e. .T.L. Stoner, says the statement was repudi-att.ii only "because of isessure from 1.1:e. U.S. goy-ernment." 
"Whether the tresses e was applied to Mr. Ray: or to 'Mr. Hill:  I don't know," Stoner said. "Rut 

	

Stoner, 
 1:‘ snake innairies 	.aral find ont,"• 	• had told newsmen on August 8, follttwingi visit with Ray in his prisoncell, that his client was "completely in-• nocent" of Nine's murder. 

	

'Toi 	v ie• 	it with Mr. I: :r;  
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merit's involvement in the kill 

	

ing of Keg . 	. that certain 
agesi.cies of the it deral govern-Herd had Kng killed end all 

wavi was a fall gull, and he is completely innocent. 
"The government doesn't want him to have a trial because they don't want the facts to come out." 
Asked by an incredulous re-porter if he meant that Ray, who pleaded guilty to shooting King with a high-powered rifle and received a l!9-year sentence, really did not kill the civil rights leader, Stores replied: 

"I'm saying positively that, in any trial, tile facts and the evidence would show that James Earl Ray is cempletely inno-cent, and that agents of the fedeeal government are the ones who actually killed King." 
Stoner now believes Ray may have been subjected to physical coercion to change his startling story. Either that, - or the Other lawyer, Bill, was subjected to-pressure by federal officials. "Mr. .Ray could have been pressured very easily in solitary 

confinement," said Stoner. "But I think it's more likely the government got to Mr. MI." 
Jerry Ray agreed that the repudiation of the first statement was more likely Hill's doing than his brother's. 

"Jim's got too much courage for that." Jerry said in an exclusive ENQUIRER interview. "Be- ' sides, he's already got 99 years and has very little to lose by speaking out." 
As for 11111, Jerry had this to say: "Ile's young, ambitious and doesn't want to make enemies. I think he may have gone in to visit Jim and come out with that statement to protect his own reputation." 
It was at the request of The ENQUIRER that attorney Hill took the original statement by James Earl Ray into prison to ask Ray to either confirm or deny that he had made the statement. Hill, 29. of Chattanooga. came out with a denial, plus -an additional statement, allegedly written by Ray, in which the convicted assassin labeled the original statement "imaginmy." 'A few self-appointed spokesmen for the defense have been making statements of a somewhat •Mick-ey Mouse' nature . . . and relating them to me," it said. "They make these statements for personal reasons." 

James Earl also expressed his anger at his brother for distributing the earlier statement by asking that Jerry's name be removed from the pris-on list of approved visitors. 
Warden William S. Neil of the Tennessee State Prison announced September 4 that he had com-plied with the request and removed Jerry Ray's name from the visitor list. 
Rill told The INQUIRER that Jerry Ray's ac-tions had deeply hurt his imprisoned brother. Ile . said James Earl "has never said" that federal agents killed King. 
"Jerry apparently has overblown desires to use this as some sort of public forum," Hill charged. ".Terry must enjoy publicity. The entire,  statement was purely imaginary." 
Meanwhile, both Jerry Ray and Attorney Stoner 

JERRY RAY: Spys his 
brother is innocent, 

ATTORNEY 
Robert \N; Hill 



vowea to continue to push for an investigation to 
determine the true facts of the cas:e. A major feud 

appeared to be developing be- 
tween !Aidier and11 over lerol 

II 	jil
pl• ■ •1: ol the ca.., 
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Stoner said, "and I will 
lhat one of us withdraw as 
James Earl Ray's counsel if this 
turas out to he true." 

Stoner also claimed - to have 
in his possession a signed state-
ment by .James Earl supporting 
what he supposedly told Jerry 
Ray. 

"The statement is locked away 
in some files I've hidden so the 
FBI can't get at them," Stoner 
said. 

Jerry maintains that, under 
Tennessee law, his brother is 
entitled to a new trial, because 
the sentencing judge died be-
fore ruling on a motion for a 
new trial. 

A second judge, however, 
ruled that James Earl gave up 
any right to a new trial when 
he pleaded guilty to the King 
murder charge. 

And Jerry concluded with an 
ominous warning: 

".Jim's last words to me were 
that — when and if he gets a 
new trial — he wan't only shake 
the United States with his testi-
mony, but he will shake the 
whole world." 


