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1110iST.4S,illaig 
AS RAY'S 

Segregation ist's Office Says 

He Will Hel Wit; Plea . 

sAyiugirix, Ga.„ Tdarch 21 
.'.(AP)-- 	Stoner,  a lawyer 
long 	 with. Anti-Jew- 
ish and anti-Negro causes, has 
been 'retained by James Earl 
Ray In his effort to win a new 
trial In the slaying of the Rev: 

,Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Mr. 
friStoner's office announced to- 

ward R. Fields,  director 
e mammy Vegregation-

Ost National States Rights Pat-
AY, said Mr. Stoner,would help 

Ray change his plea from gull-
,• ty to not guilty and would ask 
0for another trial. Mr. Stoner is 

lawyer Or the party, and his 
Is Ideated in the party's 

eadquartenr' here. 
• 

▪  

Ray *elf, sentenced to 99 
ars in ;I; prison Aftgr he 

leaded guilty in Memphis to 
the slaying of Dr. King last 

. 	 , 
. Mr: Fields said Mr. Stoner 

-:was on his way to NashvlUe 
Where Ray was lodged in the 
Tennessee State Penitentiary. 
He said Mr. Stoner would con-

' fer with Ray tomorrow morn-
:- 

Laker - Russell, the 'prison ' 
Warden, said he did not yet 

now Whether . Mr. Stone 
would be allowed to 'tee 
• "We'll let him see him if be 
can present the proper creden- 

•   tails," Mr. Russell said. "He'll • 
have to show that he . [Ray] 
actually hired -him as his ,  

. 
In Memphis, court officials 

;"glaittahere was nothing on file 
to indicate that Mr. Stoner had 
been designated as attorney of , 
recoeirby Ray. 	. 

Criminal Court Judge W. 
_Freston Battle Jr., who pre- t  
• aided in the Ray case,' disclosed n  

Zyednerlay that. be haS been t  

-110tified by Kay mat ne waziLeu 
to withdraw his guilty plea 
and stand trial for first-degree 
murder. 

The judge said Ray had 
written him that he had fired 
h

• 

is attorney, Percy Foreman of 
Houston: 

Ray pleaded guilty March 10. 
The 99-year -sentence was .pre-
arranged by the state, and Mr. 

• Ran Regretted Plea 
Ray wag reported to have told 

officers who accompanied him 
from Memphis to the Nashville 
prison that he wished he had 
gone on trial and had taken his 
chances Of getting, a life sen-
tence rather than the electric 
chair. 

Under to life sentence, Ray 
would bq eligible for parole in 
13 years. 'The 99-year term pre-
vents him from seeking parole 
for 30 ye rs  

Mr. Stoner would be Ray's 
third attdrney. Arthur Hanes, a 
former ayor of Birmingham, 
Ala., ha also been 'dismissed. 

Mr. p 	44 years old, has 
been 	in Ka Klux Klan 
and 	h activities since 
boyh' 	16, he was a Klan 
organizer and officer in Chat 
tanooga, Tenn., and he once ap-
peared as the Kleagle, or chief 
Klan officer, of Tennessee. 

In 1945-he formed the Stoner 
Anti - Jewish party and mailed 
out pamphlets urging removal 
of the Jews; In 1952 he an-

egouncett. tlta. formattoe,ot.the 
Christian Anti-Jewish partywnd 

Irged, deportation, of Jews and 
liconfiscation of.4theirHiropaft`Y 
;tor distribution to "Christian 
eAmerians.!' 

He wrote a book entitled 
Gospel of . Jesus Christ 

Versus the Jews." • 
mt5ti 

 
Mr Stoner was graduated 

Mmn an "Atlanta law school' in 
2 atter two years of study, 

Casing 	stat9 obit‘Iditanaina7 oft w 	-mr" 	dent:- 
In 	t leafs, r. Stoner 

had been active in the National 
A,States Rights party and in, liti-

Won involving racial , con- 1 
tsi 	Ilie4Orie* Vice 
siderithlUcileOdidateArif1964. 1 

The party supported George' 
.C. Wallace for President last i 
year. 
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