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B NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 55 - .

. i » .
TO: The Ch::urman. J'Omt C!ue[a of Staff TN
SUBJECT: Reclations of the Joint Chchs of Staff to thc Pres:.dcnt

¥ in Cold War.Operations - . .

1 wish to inform the Iomt Chiefs of Staff as {ollows with rega.rd
to my vicws of their relations to me in Cold War Opcratxons-

2. I regard the Joint Chiefs of Staff as my prmcxpal military
advisor responsible both for initiating advice to me and for res-
ponding to requests for advice. I expect their a.dv:.cc to comc to *
me direct and unfiltercd. ’

b. The Joini Chieis of Staifl have a responsibility for the defznsc

of the nation in the Cold War simiiar to that which they have in conp
ventional hostilitics. They should know the m:lxtary dnd paramilitary
forces and resources ayvailable to-the Department of Defense, verify theil
readiness, report on their adequacy, and make appropriate recommen-
dations for their expansion and improvement. Ilook to the Chicis to

* contribute dynamic and imaginative leadership in contnbunng to the
succcss of the military and paramﬂxtar'y asPects of Cold War programs.

. 3 | e_xpect the Joint Chmfs of Staff to present the military view-

- pmnt in governmental councils in such 2 way as to assure that the
military factors are clearly understood beforc decisions are rcached.
When oaly the Chairman or a single Chicf is present, that officer
must represent the Chicfs as a body, ta‘\:mg such preliminary and
subscquent actions as may be necessary to assure chat he docs in
fact rcpresent the corporate Judgmcnt of the Join. Criefs of Staff.
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1 hile I look to the" C}ucfa to prescat the military fnctor W:.th-
- erve or hcaitation, I regard them to be more than military men
i :.::1 .:::;cct their help in fitting mxhta.ry rcquxrcmenr.a into the over-all

- text of aay situation, rccogmzmg that the most difficult problem in
o . :;:.-crnm«:n: is to combine all asacts in 2 unificd, efiective pattera. .

i -
| . 1 .
. - : . . o i ) .
--.-— Y - - - ‘. .- ‘
. . . . ey . .
: | .
N

-, ) ) .
. . :
- - N :-“ - . )
: : g ]
- bl
V- .. & ‘ ) |
p - | |
¥ . - . i - ‘ ‘ b
. o - - N y ) <
. £
. - »
. L
ce: - Secrctary of Defense
1 General Taylor _
I S ——
£
1 ) |
4 . )
. -
1
i-
| _
1 ) )
1. - ; :
‘. . -
A ) ‘ |
: 308 .2
:.i AL e
4 . k ; .
; T ee— : |
4 %




