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Dear NFR,

If A1l Things bonsidered had presented George 1lan as a cardcature lest night
it would have beem appropriate news treatment. But presen for all the world as
though he is real and speaks and writes rationally you abused the country, some of its
greater tragedies amd Yames Earl Ray, who has mever said he killed Dr. King and to
this day, by ewery meons possible contimuss to demy it.

At the imappopriate moment you chose to flack am irrelevant books without so tellimg
your audience that denial is before the Supreme “ourt.

It wae more imappropriate because the 13th amnniversary of the assassination of
President Kemnedy ought mot be something to be commercialized.

Journalistically it was atroclious. Your commentator ever fed inaccurate lines to
the well-rehearsed actor called investigstor (check against a tape of his WITE appearance-
same inflections, same lines, word=-for-word). Such as "Of course Ray mow says there was
an accomplise,"” No such thing - mow or ever, Amd poisom to a man who is asking the Supreme
Yourt for a trial., He has mever beem tried. ;

You were mot only sycophamts = you were remarkably unquutionf:’g'or example, you
presented Fcfillam s an expert on the JFK assassination. What mekes him tiis? NBEC semt
him to Dallas at the time of the crime tolinultinto it. His complainéd ageainst his
producer who wanted fact, asiding "why don t you look into the guy's motive." You asked
no questions? Send your reporters bask to jourmalism school. Amd the assigamemt editor
who scheduled this idemtical irrelevancy about the “ing assassination,

Moillam mever imvestigated t e King gsssssination. It was his boast the day after
the avoidance of a trgfil in that tragedy. He said fact would mot corrupt his work, e then
had what the Yew York Times quoted him as Bnll:l.lcu"l happy coatract,” large advamce, enough
4o hire a staff of shrimks, comtracts in eight coptries and publication in months. The
time stretched imto years because umless Ray is the assassin who cares about his youth
or alleged motive? If Oswald did mot kill JFK or Ray did mot killx Dr. King, is motive
relevant? How many people had motive and did mot kill?

Thisrere national tramma, They turmed the world around, mullifying an entire system
ofsociety. Yet you become partisams of the irrational om subject of cnntronvf. There has
en legitimate mews you have mot reported., Fact hzs beem established mot with publishers
money amd public relatioms but im court without your informing your news audience. “t has
happened where you are, inm Washinbton, *t has beem on the wire-service teletypes you have
and not gone om your air, Imstead you air a symthetic cormpome with a bad book to sell and

deceive your audiemce by describing him me an expert whem he is mot.

I sm, therefore, ssking for the same time om the same facilities to respond under
the fjrmése doctrine. I have credentials in both assassinations McMillam does mot have,.
In the King assassinstion I wrote the only book mot inm accord with the official mythology,
Frame-Up, uhkwmomn to your audiemce, probably because in the words of fublishers Weekly
it is "pure dymamite against the FEI" years before others begam similar exposures. Omce
the book was out I became Mr, Ray's investigator. I do mot speak for him but I cam speak
about the orime amd McMillam., My investigation led to his beimg granted am evidemtiary
E:u'hg McMillam was afraid to attemd. This he cam say, as he did im Washingtom, that

« Bay has mever demied the shootimg when Mr, Ray did, umder oath and subject to cross-
examination. If you reported last week's sfory on the AP wire that the FBI had just re®@
leased 442 pages of secret records on the ing assassination, well, they were not just
released, it was mot & voluntary mct by the FBI and while in my reportimg youth the
truth would be comsidered legitimete news it is umkmown to your audience, too. I am suing
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them in two cases right mow amd within easy walking distance of your offices, if your
reporters still walk, This case is Civil Actiom 75~1996, These 442 pages were mot released.
I won them im court., They are the first two volumes amd the first two pages of the next
volume in am admitted total of B8 volumes of suppressed evidemce I'm getting. Amd it is
far from all the kicking snd screaming FBEI has and has suprressed, with the

help of comsercializing scavengers of these terrible crimes like the charlatsm you
presented as nows.

It 48 a sad day for the country when mews om significant events requires publio-
relations agencies and great wealth for the people to be able to hear it,

I've gued the govermment mine times umder the Freedom og Informatiom Act. Rmhmx
The one case L lost is a great victory. Congress was so imcedsed by official corruption
in it the FOIA was amended, with it cited as the forst of four cases requirimg the
amending. That case, about tud years old in all, is mow before federal district court
in Washington on remand. You glso found nmo mews in the unprecedemted appeals coubt
decisdién of this “uly, that the evidence I seck served the nationis interest and I must
do certein things to obtain it, like takimg first-person testimomy from FBI agents who
retired to avoid being questioned umder oath.

Your covecage of the news is spectacular, Last Thursday im amother court it was held
in & third of my current suits that the CIA is not exempt from the FOIA whem it 1s nmot
the respondest im the litigatiom. (There will be amother hearing oa this 12/2,)

Last yesar the Justice Department assured another court in Washingtom that I know
more about the JFK assassination and the FBI's investigation of it than amyone in the
FBI. Naturally this mekes McMillan an expert, mot me, in this represemtation of your
nows comcepts and standards. .

Wher I did news it would have been regarded as a good humamwinterest story that ome
citizen does thie without regular income or subsidy, sided by a youmg lawyer who waz im
& law-school audience he addressed tem years earlier, a lawyer so new to the profession
he has yet to be befors a jury - but has beem to the Supreme Court a number of times.

I'm serious in the requeat for fair time tc respomd, I want it to be as soom as
possible because you did reach an audiemce that can influence the Supreme Court, which
Fmymwt mow hes before it a petition certiorari. I'm also 63 years old and have had a
severe thrombosis. “t does mot keep me from being active, (I started this at 5:30 a.m,)
Howaver, I do not drive as far as Washington and I go there with friesmds only whea 1 must.
I will be thers om the secomd for this hearing mentioned above. I also ask that you
air me then. ‘

If you have any questoons of fact my lawyer is Yim Lesar. His office is 223-5587,
his home 484-6023,

Whe I'm there I'll show you my last two books, My purpose will be so you cam
examine the facaimiles of formerly secret documents ard asrk yourself if you are meeting
your jourmalistic obligations in totally ignorimg them whem you lsarmed tout them om the
AP and UPI wires. You also might ask yourself why you ifaored my-mot the FEI's=first
release of its suppressed King assaszinstion evidesce a year ago. Congressman {ohn Con~
yeras arranged a press confersnce so I could give coples away ard expleim them, The secrets
of the FBI lgb prove Dr, Kimg waes mot killed as alleged. I thimk you should now air this,
after your own examingtiom, in respomse to your commentator's false statement that “ay
kKilled Pr, “ing. If you want you cam air the prosecutor's description of how the crime
was committed, I have it om tape, zs does Mr, “esar.

Sincerely,

Harold Weisberg

R ST e T

S i



