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y
OU probably (law it on your way 
through the supermarket checkout 
countera Last month_ One could 
hardly have mimed it, poking up 
like a miniature billboard and 

streaming for attention. JOIN OUR NA-
TIONWIDE TAX CUT DRIVE, it read, 
yawning aerate the page Mat about seven 
inches above Mery Griffin's forehead. From 
there your eyes roved leftward to Re as How 
Man Handles Money Perseids Hie Romantic 
Attitude. 

The National Enquirer them days--hadn't 
you noticed?—is trying to get serious again. 
Its editors periodically engage in thin self-
therapy. They desperately want to be reaped-
able. They went everyone in Washington to 
realize that down there in Florida at the home 
of the French Foreign Legion of American 

• Journalism there'e a stethoscope fixed on the 
pulse throb of lower and middle America. 

Tabloida are denim searching out, as good 
airfare do. an opportunistic ride on the most 
promising waves of public opinion, and the 
Enquirer as an old hand at the surfing game. 
Ira diver trumpeted "The Amazing Appeal of 
Jaws" and "The Amazing Appeal of Riau," a 
month after those topics suddenly became 
fashionable. This does trot neetesardy mean, 
however, that one should greet with a horse-
laugh the Enquirer's appointment of itself to 
"champion America's growing tax revolt" or 
its threat to run out of office sit "falcate and 
bloodsucking politicians." The Etiquirer really 
believes that with a circulation approaching 6 
million a week 111,910 in the Washington met. 
ropolitan areal and a reputation as tattletale 
for the American proletariat, it finally hoe ac-
cumulated enough political clout to hire and 
fire the pots at will. It may even be right, 

"So get scared, Mr. Politician," warned an 
accompanying editorial in that July 11 issue, 
"CUT . . . CUT . . . CUT or we'll give your 
job to somebody else." 

How ironical it is that many of these came 
politicians the Enquirer now threatens to rue 
are at leant pertly responsible for the aucceas 
the tabloid today enjoys. 

I n the beginning, the National Enquirer 
under publisher Gene Pope was a grave-
yard of foul things- From 1952 until 1967, 

in a steadily increasing crescendo. the paper 
concentrated un hallucinatory doses of gore, 
ele-exe and rabidly sensational fabrications. 
The I CUT OUT HER HEART AND 

STOMPED ON IT era saw readership apart 
in one three-year period from 960,000 to 
nearly a million sales a week. 

Gore had a large and entliuthelic following, 
but there ere only a finite number af psy. 
chotica, vampires, collectore of accident pho-
toe and deranged people in the world. Since 
Gene Pope has always yearned to me his tab-
loid sell 20 million a week worldwide 4:includ-
ing Chinese language editions, in one version 
of by long-range dreams), a new approach had 
to be attempted. The Enquirer's destiny lay in 
the grocery cart of the American housewives 

The transformation of the paper into a 
squeaky-clean casserole of paychie predic• 
done, romance, health and psychiatric advice 
did not noticeably alter its reputation. Ulti-
mately Pape turned over 5600,000 yearly to a 
flamboyant publicist named Henry Hermann. 
who was best known at that time as founder of 
an organization he called the Library of Presi-
dential Papers. Despite its name, however. 
and Dormann's surceases in raising money for 
it, the New York-teased library had no presi-
dential papers. 

Although Dorman was viewed with scorn 
by some Johnson administration figures, he 
appealed to have a ready entree to other 
prominent Washington politicos. "He has a 
sense of theater "data everything," said a one-
time Enquirer board member, describing the 
way Hermann operates. "There aren't many 
guys that go around in white Pummel in the 
summer and homburgs in the winter, wear 
chesterfield coats and ride in papal limou-
sines. He trades on people and profess-re to 
know everybody." 

In 1969. Dormann phoned up his friend Hu-
bert Humphrey, who was at that time out of 
office. Humphrey agreed to act an interme-
diary between the Enquirer and the National 
Association of Food and Supermarket Chains. 
Through the aaaaciation the tabloid hired 
food brokers and consultneui. Working with 
the Nixon administration, Dermal= arranged 
White Hearse tours for visiting supermarket 
executivea, At cocktail parties, administration 
officials and Washington movera-end-shakers 
put in appearances; the executives were duly 
impressed with Enquires political connec-
tions. 

"For the 1971 Supermarket Institute con-
vention in Florida," recalls William Hell, then 
Enquirer marketing director, "Derma= got 
Hubert Humphrey. Sen. Bob Dole, Sen. Fritz 
Hollings and Sen. Charles Percy. How Dor. 

Malin did it,  I don't know. There was an hono-
rarium. He squired these guys around and the 
Enquirer hatted a luncheon for the four sena-
tore and invited all the supermarket retailers, 
many of whom were loath to go to anything 
the Enquirer sponsored. It wee a big turning 
point. There was Jim Willa of Red Owl Stores 
Is major Upper Midwest supermarket chain). 
Being from Minneepolia, he knew Humphrey. 
Wills regarded the Enquirer as leetreome. 
But that day we made sure he got to ride in 
the Limousine with Sen. Humphrey. We got 
into Red Owl stores shortly thereafter." 

The most effective sales job was yet to 
come. "We ware thinking of getting national 
advertising," Donna= related. "We needed 
something that would help the image of the 
Enquirer. So I was able to get Chat Huntley to 
narrate a film. We were able also to find a 
number of people to appear in the film who 
felt well about the Enquirer." 

Here are some excerpts of the star-studded 
cast's remarks 

Sen. Mark Hatfield—"The growth in circu-
lation of the National Enquirer as a national 
weekly newspaper points out the importance 
of maintaining free and accessible information 
over a wide range of subjects for the American 
citizen': to be able to exercise his rights of citi-
zenship mere adequately." 

Rep. Shirley Chisholm—"The new Na-
tional Enquirer's growth in circulation is a 
dear indication that the Enquirer has become 
very involved with the issues and problems of 
concern and interest to the American people 
today. It Chows a clear monument and sensi-
tivity to many of the things that Americans 
are talking about and want to know more 
about." 

Sen. Frank Church—"The emergence of the 
Enquirer on 5 provocative national publication 
is evidence of the changing tastes and atti-
tudes in American life during the decade of 
the 705." 

Sen. Barry Goldwater—"I like the new En-
quirer. I read it regularly. It has established 
reputation for fairness and it's read more and 
more here on the Hill because the people who 
reed it know they're getting impartial report-
ing end very accurate reporting." 

Jeane Dixon-1 feel that The National En- 

Randy Fitzgerald, former Enquirer reporter, 
is ca-author with Obi., Totem at Give Me the 
Minds of Peasants, an at-yet-unpublished 
book about the National Enquirer. 



The Enquirer'. romance with Washing-
ton is a lonehate relationship that 
dates back to 1962, the year Gene Pope 

resigned from the CIA's psychological warfare 
division and bought the paper for $76,000. He 
left government, so be told an seacciste. "be-
cause I got fed up with bureaucracy." There 
may also have been other reasons. "I don't 
know anybody who has a heartier contempt 
for politicians," said William Hall in explain-
ing why Pope ridicules politicians even as he 
seeks to manipulate them. "Pope is an 
enigma. He is • contradiction." 

Pope himself declined to he interviewed for 
this article, but the contradiction of which 
Hall spoke is mirrored each week in the En-
quirer, which Pope likes to think is an erten-
sion of his personality. The tehloid mon often 
than not reads like a parody of itself. You're 
liable to find anything in there. They've either 
uncovered another new cum for cancer, solved 
the Kennedy and King anasainatione once 
again, or communicated with the dead. They'll 
exploit both sides of any and everything. One 
week, VITAMIN A CAN PREVENT 
CANCER AND CURE IT. Then, • few 
months later, LARGE DOSES OF VITAMIN 
A CAUSE LIVER DAMAGE THAT COULD 
BE FATAL 

Where else today can you find a sease-circu-
lotion publication carrying articles on why 
processed foods are better for you than nat-
ural foods, how sugar is not bad for you, exer. 
cise its unnecessary, and ocean oil spills cause 
no harm? What other newspaper would fly 
Into Washington five "amazing" psychic, as 
the Enquirer did, and station them across 
hom the Etonian embassy to intuit secrets? 
Where else would editors entertain the idea of 
dispatching five paychics to the Senate gallery 
to predict the fate of important legislation, or 
contemplate smuggling a psychological strew 
evaluator into White House press conferences 
no the press corps could yell "liar" in unison 
when the device detected forked-tongue an-
swers? One enterprising reporter spent his ca-
reer at the tabloid pushing the idea that 
Enquirer employees on resign- 
ment in Washington should 
wear flying-saucer beanies 
with whirlybird attachments on 
top and National Enquirer emble• 
soned on the rim. 

At a starting salary of 334,590 a year, 	_ 
the highest in all newspaper journalism, even ' t  '- 
the most serious-minded reporters for the En- I 

quire: is headed for even greeter prominence 
than it now enjoys. I have a real good feeling 
about this paper. It has over 12 million read-
ers . . . it appeals to reader. who are alert and 
positive and who take a constructive approach 
to life." 

Chat Huntley—"This day (the American 
housewife] spent more than $100,000 on the 
National Enquirer. We don't know everything 
about this lady. but we can know this What 
she did not spend at the supermarket today, 
shell spend tomorrow, and well be there. 
We're here and she's ours. The National En- 
quirer 	." little jars fade out). 

D iron knew that the film was intended 
to promote the Enquirer, and the did 
occasionally receive fees from the tab-

loid for services she rendered, although she 
strewed the money in every case was turned 
over to her Children-to-Children Foundation. 
But why would members of Congress lend 
their reputeuone to the promotion of a prod-
uct then thought of as a scandalous aberration 
dredging the journalistic gutter? The answers 
are not clear. Dorman, who severed his ties 
with the Enquirer in 1976 and, most recently, 
began publishing Chief Executive magazine, • 
quarterly sent free to an exclusive clientele of 
world leaders, is purposefully  vague "I had 
known them for some years and from time to 
Um*, I would Invite them to speak to various 
functions and they accepted and when I naked 
them to do this, I thought it was a good audi-
ence for them and I think they agreed." 

Hatfield participated "because they were 
shifting their Mega," said his press secretary. 
•'The Enquirer was becoming more inveetige-
rive-oriented and with that understanding, 
and given his friendship with Henry Dor 
mann. the senator goes happy to help." 

Church offered a similar explenation. "He 
did not know precisely what the film was for, 
only that it was some kind of promotional," 
said Church's tome secretary. "He did it as a  

favor to Henry Demean, en old friend.? 
Said Chisholm: "They wanted a reaction to 

their new image. They were trying to appeal to 
consumers. I write many endorsements for 
authors of books and so forth, but I never go 
beyond that, I did not give my statement as a 
promotional for the Enquirer. I've known 
Henry Dormant' for many years, even before I 
got into politica. He's a very outgoing man and 
makes the cocktail circuit" 

Goldwater's longtime press secretary, Tony 
Smith, did not recall the senator's appearance 
in the film. "It would be against our policy to 
do that for any publication." Several days 
later, after conferring with Goldwater, Smith 
elaborated, "He has absolutely no recollection 
of the film. I'm inclined to think he thought at 
the time he was doing it for the Maimed Ob-
server or National Review."  

quirer are sufficiently bought to endure the 
frivolous and wildly abeurd demands placed 
periodically on each of them. Three reporter. 
work fulltime from a small office in the Na-
tional Press Building. Others are sent up from 
Florida every week on special assignment 
Rarely does one Mow what the other is doing; 
teams of reporters and editors compete for 
stories, resulting in confusion and duplication, 
but presumably a greater incentive to produce 
the scandal and titillating trivia on which the 
tabloid thrives. Dozens of free-lancen in the 
Washington area submit article ideas and sto-
ries to editors bend in the home office. Since 
only one out of three completed stories is ever 
okayed by Gene Pope for publication (though 
pieces are usually paid for when accepted by 
an editor), and a freelancer can make $300 to 
$1,000 for just a few paragraphs, competition 
is stiff. So many requests from Enquirer re,• 
porters and freelancer. bombarded the Food 
and Drug Administration that FDA officiah 
refused to cooperate until the tabloid began 
funneling queries through a channel of edi-
tors. 

Gene Pope personally approves story idea. 
and, without exception, every completed story 
before it gets into print Usually four or five 
Washington stories appear in each issue. In 
that July 11 tax oat edition there were an un-
precedented 15, five on the tax revolt and gov-
ernment spending, others attacking retired 
military "falcate," a National Science Foun-
dation study, government lawyer. and one by 
Reston free-lancer Arline Beecher criticizing 

Na err waves to boon 
macre the oriainal is of 
this pluaresena, 
reprinted from the 
National Enquirer. of 
President Gerold Ford 
melding the Enquirrr 
Nor can it In 
&ermined who 
snapped it. ma 
.s.w..r,r my* it't a 
Warr House photo. 
Ford personal , 
ph.t.empher Damd 
ifensniy strya he 
didn't she it end the 
White House rain Ws 
not Mein& 
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'I Reported for the 

T
he National Enquirer knocked on my 
door about six yearn ago when an edi-
tor called from the Lantana, Fla-, 

headquarter' to ask if I'd write a 1i)-par-
agraph story for $250. Phu $75 fore Phut). 

The editor sounded breathless. Ron Cay-
lor wee his name. and he explained he was 
trying out for he job and would I please get 
the story in one day before be wee fired for 
nonperformance? 

So I interviewed a Washington lawyer who 
thought moot mental hospital patients were 
institutionalized %pilot their will. (One nice 
thing about writing for the Enquirer—you 
don't search out other points of ricer, each 
story makes a simple point with no debate.) 
A couple of weeks later I interviewed end 
photographed an FDA nutritionist who said 
the average American's diet obviated the 
need for vitamin supplements, Then it was 
off to Harrisburg to learn the skinny on a 
toll-free complaint phone line Pennsylvania 
began for its residents. 

Two of the three stories, appeared, which 
is a good batting average in the scrappy 
world of Enquirer writer,. Of course they 
were severely rewritten in the reuse, certain 
style of the tabloid, and phony bylines were 
attached, since I had requested that my 
name not be used. The checks arrived, and 
my stock ruse considerably in the eyes of my 
apartment building desk clerk (the only per-
son I knew who reed the tabloid) when I told 
her of my new free-lance job; I no longer had 
to deposit SS (0 borrow the spare key at the 
front desk. 

The reporting may be mundane, the remelt 
may be homogenized and the price may be 
rushed. but helping the Enquirer in its sprint 
for stories is ■ matter of bucks. Coylor let me 
know a mere story tip would result in a 
check. And the paper is no less aggressive 
now that it was in the early '70e. Recently en 
employee for one of Ralph Nader'' web of 

National Enquirer' 
organizations was offered 5200 per usable 
story idea. I once appeared on Panorama 
with the Enquirer's gossip calumnist. Dap-
per in s suit with a boutonniere, he described 
his fleet of legume, come of secretaries (one 
just to arrange his hectic international travel 
schedule). I reflected on the average report-
er's back-up staff: children who answer the 
phone when Mammy or Daddy is covering 
the county &ewer hearings. 

The name of my first Enquirer contact, 
Ron Csylar, has risen steadily on the news-
paper's masthead, though not everyone 
prospers. Drawn by the high salary, one ex. 
Washington Star editor went southward end 
spent his two-week tryout frantically rolling 
friends tusking for story ideas; the first 100 he 
had submitted were rejected. And to Suc-
ceed, on editor had to get those assignments 
cooking in the field, back into the house for 
editing end onto the printed page. My old 
friend—whose plaintive voice each time be 
phoned from Lantene depressed me—hap-
pily works in another city now, his recollec-
tion of his weeks at the Enquirer resembling 
less a professional sojourn than, say, a bout 
with influenza. 

I'll always remember Caylor's words after 
I'd proved myself under fire nix yearn ego. 
He naked when I was going to get smart and 
double my salary by joining the Enquirer. I 
recalled the stories I'd heard of the publish-
er's mercurial editorial vision. I thought of 
the formula stories about the occult, health 
and government, the pressure to outbid 
someone else for information. And I thought 
of the desperation in Caylor'n voice the firm 
time he phoned int. I decided I was a hun-
gry, young reporter. but not that hungry. 

"You sure?" Csylor Baked, before adding 
seductively: "Listen, let me tell you some-
thing. The mudfuthing awe is great down 
here." 

—Rudy Maxa 

President Carter for appointing a lesbian to a 
national coramission. That in the serious Title 
of the tabloid. You're just on likely to see sto-
ries portraying public servants as the play-
metes of Enquirer reporters, together out for a 
stroll in n theater of the absurd. 

,‘„,E

squire' Reporter HOR/ed Oil-
Hungry Washington . . Phony 
	 Sheik Gate VIP Treatment From 

US. Seamen)," a recant headline gloated. An 
Australian free-lancer for the tabloid, former 
Toronto Star reporter Brian Hogan, wrote 
that he had posed as Sheik Ongha Biran, ruler 
of Habit Al-Bhudi, a fictitious oil-rich state on 
the Penian Gulf, to gain entrance to four Sen-
ate offices where his interpreter told tall tales 
about the sheik's vest oil supply. 

Sen. Henry Bellmon - 	after bow- 
ing, shaking hands and back-slapping with the 
sheik, asked about the location of Heist Al-
Bhudi: "Is this one of the Trucial States?" 

"No," said the interpreter, Enquirer re-
porter Patrick Wilkins."it's Independent. And 
I'm sure that youll want to stress that the 
US. has a very firm relationship with the 
Arab countries'. " 

" Right,-Bellerion snapped. 

Beilmon did not learn of the hoax until the 
Enquirer story appeared. "He thought it was 
ridiculous," commented Andrew Tevington. 
Bellmoo's press secretary. 

"The first dignitary to fall over himself try-
ing to befriend the phony sheik," the tabloid 
reported, was Sen. James Abourerk (D -S.D.). 

"I am of Arab heritage myself and I am very 
happy to greet the sheik," said Aboureek But 
when be began chatting in fluent Arabic, the 
sheik and his interpreter quickly had to ex-
clue themselves. Abouresk later refused to 
comment on the incident, but he is known to 
have been furioua. Sen. Gaylord Nelson fD -
Wis.) and Sen. John Danforth IR -Mo.) were 
also suckered into the hoax, bowing end hand-
shaking with the Enquirer reporters. Danforth 
even took time to explain how the U.S. gov-
ernment works. 

Thirty-year-old Jay Gourley undertook the 
assignment that several other freelancers 
couldn't stomach—going through the Russian 
embassy's garbage in search ascend._ 

"I wasn't stupid enough to think there was 
anything important in there," 'eye the re-
porter who made headlines three years ego 
rummaging through Henry Kininger's trash. 
"The Russians take their garbage seriously. 
And even if I found plena for a sneak attack 
on the United States, who would believe us 
anyway?" 

He tried convincing the Enquirer that the 
story was a waste of time- They wouldn't lis-
ten. Someone at the tabloid, probably the 
publisher himself, wanted an inventory of 
Russian garbage, no matter what the cost At 
$150 a day plus expenses, Gourley wasn't too 
particular about whose eccentric curiosity he 
was satisfying. 

For seven days, eight to t2171 hours at a 
stretch, Gourley set reading philosophy and 
formal logic in n borrowed white pickup 
parked illegally across (rum the embassy on 
lath Street. Executive Protective Service 
guard" periodically wilted for hie press creden-
tials. or told him to move iteekward or forward 

THE EMERGENCE Of 
THL ENQUIRER AS A 
PROVOCATIVE NATIONAL 
PUOUCATION IS EVIDENCE OF 
ME CHANGING TASTES AND 
ATTITUDES IN AMERICAN LIFE 
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THE NEW NATIONAL ENQUIRER'S 
GROWTH IN ORCULATION IS A 
CLEAR INDICATION THAT THE 
ENQUIRER HAS BECOME VERY 
INVOLVED WITH THE ISSUES 
AND PROBLEMS OF CONCERN 
AND INTEREST TO THE 
AMERICAN PEOPLE TODAY. 

a  few yards. On a Thursday Gourley finally 
targeted his prey. "I'm not usually very ex-
cited when I see a garbage truck." he says, re-
calling that moment when a privatetrash col-
lection truck pulled up to the embassy com-
pound. Two carts were rolled out, the garbage 
dumped in the truck, and away the truck aped 
down 18th Street with Gourley in pursuit. 

He signaled the driver over in front of the 
State Department. 

"You want to pay ale for that trash?" the 
sanitation worker stammered, when Gourley 
offered $40 for the entire load. They trans-
ferred about a half-ton of muck to the pickup. 
"He was the happiest garlugeman I'd ever 
seen," Gourley recalled. 

With his gulfriend helping. Gourley sepa-
rated and catalogued the garbage on the RFK 
stadium parking lot. They found Iota of empty 
vodka bottles, rushee and melted metal, cheap 
Rusaian consumer goods and about what 
you'd expect to find. Saving a few items so 
trivial he doesn't remember what they were, 
Gourley mailed the inventory to Enquirer 
headquarters. The story never ran. 

Rep. Shirley Chisholm 

More recently, Gourley picked up four or 
five begs of garbage from the homes of presi-
deetial aides Hamilton Jordan and Jody 
PowelL He pieced together several suspi-
ciously shredded letters but found nothing of 
consequence. "They aren't very interesting 
people," he concluded. 

When the Enquirer assigned me to test Bi-
centennial security precautions by planting 
imitation dynamite throughout the Capitol 
building. I can't remember being particularly 
concerned over the implications. One Senate 
photographer, paid by the tabloid to record 
this madneu, did back out et the last mo-
ment, afraid hie reputation would be ruined. I 
spent three days scurrying along Capitol corri-
dors, hiding 10-inch sticks of peppermint ice 
air ducts, cigarette cams, elevators and under 
the seats of Senate subway cars, trying all the 

THE GROWTH IN CIRCULATION 
OF THE NATIONAL ENQUIRER 
AS A NATIONAI.WEEXLY 
NEWSPAPER POINTS OUT THE 
IMPORTANCE OF MAINTAINING 
FREE AND ACCESSIBLE 
INFORMATION OVER A WIDE 
RANGE OF SUBJECTS FOR THE 
AMERICAN CITIZEN TO U ABU 
TO EXERCISE HIS RIGHTS OF 
CITIZENSHIP MORE 
ADEQUATELY. 

Sert /Wyk Hatfield 

while to act and look auspicious. No one paid 
much attention. By the third day, only 11 of 
the 42 sticks of dangerous peppermint had 
been discovered by Capitol police. 

Rep. Lionel Van Duette, (D-Calif.), as a 
favor to has friend and my editor E. G. Martin, 
accompanied me when I retrieved the pepper-
mint. As I pulled 10 nicks of candy from be-
hind a chair outside the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions hearing room for the benefit of an En-
quirer photographer, Van Deerlin played 
along according to script: "My God," he ex-
claimed, "this is incredible. I'm shocked and 
amazed." The completed story never ran be-
cause Gene Pope feared someone in the En-
quirer's "wonderful family of readers" might 
attempt to reenact the stunt with real explo-
sives. 

Sen. Edward Kennedy, on the other hand, 
is one on Capitol Hill for wham the Enquirer 
is no laughing matter. "The Enquirer would 
call us with startling regularity," Dick Drayne, 
Kennedy'. former press secretary. For several 
weeks Enquirer reporter Leon Wegener fol-
lowed Kennedy around with a radar gun in an 
attempt to catch him speeding, apparently in-
tending to make some remote connection to 
Chappaquiddick. A W01111111 reporter assigned 
to help begged off because the radar gun 
"looked like a high-powered rifle and I wasn't 
about to stick that out of a car at a Kennedy." 

Akey component of the Enquirer opera-
tion is the band of news "sources" that 
the tabloid'. reporters and editoni refer 

to affectionately as the "trained saals"—phy-
Celan*. psychiatrists and politicians who will 
say whatever the Enquirer asks them to say 
whenever they are queried. "You described 
soma report or project for them" said one En-
quirer reporter Walter Gordon, "chi, report 
they have never read; they would spend 10 
minutes criticizing it, saying whatever you 
wanted them to say." 

Perhaps 20 or more members of Congress 
fall into this category. You can see their  

names regularly in stories that sputter on 
about "fat-cat federal bureaucrats 1whol are 
up to their old tricks.-  These politicians are 
portrayed as "fuming" and "outraged" and 
"disgusted." They call for investigations and 
promise reform. They praise the Enquirer (or 
preaching fiscal sanity. for being the voice of 
the taxpayer-protest movement. They thank 
the Enquirer for telling 6 million readers 
every week, Here is a politician you can trust 

Five months as an Enquirer reporter afford. 
ed me the opportunity to learn all the tricks of 

the trained seal trade. If someone proved 
stubborn or uncooperative, we were told to 
pry answers from them by using the interro-
gating technique of "Don't you believe . . 
or "Surely yea won't deny . ." Then if the 
victim answers a simple yes or no, the reporter 
quotes them as having said, "Yes, I believe 
. . " and "I can't deny . . ." always adding, 
of course, that the maw* was "shocked" or 
"outraged." I negotiated for quotes with staff 
asaiatants to Rep. John Murphy ID-N.Y.) and 
Rep. Robert Bauman (R-Md.i. They never 
complained when I attributed quotes to them 
that I or an Enquirer editor had concocted in 
a moment of feverish inspiration. 

"We cooperated with The Enquirer cult-
urally because of its circulation," said Alan 
Bock, former press secretary to Bauman. "The 
Enquirer always came to us with predone 
quotes. They were seeking maximum indigna-
tion. But I always felt ambivalent about deal-
ing with them. While they were the only na-
tional publication going after government 
waste, it was usually such piddly stuff. They 
sensationalized it and failed to put it in per-
spective." 

The consensus of Enquirer staffers is that 
the Enquirer's most dependable friends in 
Congress are Rep. Larry McDonald (D-Gel. 
Sen. William Proxmire ID-Wis.) end Rep. 
Mario Biaggi 01-N.Y.). 

"We're not just giving away information 
free . . . we're actually using taxpayers' 
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CUSTOM 
GUNITE & VINYL POOLS 

An Aquarius Pool in an investment that bongs special pleasure 
and rewards both now and in the future. h will become a central 
part of your family way of Ma. 
An Investment not only in tenth al health, beauty, and prestige, 
but aisa lot what h adds to the tangible value of your home. An 
Aquarkn Pool pays daily dividends. 9 you ever decide to sell 

y
our home, your Aquarius Pool will enhance both as pi ice and 
arketability Get all the tarn. Call or come in today. 
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Breath Shopping Canter 
Annandale, Va. 22003 
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TRUNDLE AND 
STORAGE BEDS 
Our space laving, sturdy trundle 
beds and siorage beds provide 
extra sleeping accommodations, 
extra drawers, or both. 
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money to give it away," 
stormed an "outraged" Mc-
Donald in a recent issue, ait-
ietting a tour by Chinese 
technicians of a U.S. oil facil-
ity. McDonald's employees 
any they "deal with the En-
quirer all the time," but 
beyond that they declined to 
discuss their relationship 
with the tabloid. 

"Sen. Proxmire is practi-
cally a staffer," Enquirer 
publisher Gene Pope told an 
interviewer in 1971. An aide 
to Proxmire confirmed that 
his office deals with the tab-
loid on frequently that En-
quirer free-lancer William 
Barnhill has been designated 
their liaison. 

Biaggi'e connection with 
Pope and the tabloid goes 
even further back, by Biag-
gi's recollection to 1919, 
when as a police officer in 
New York he dealt with the 
Generaiso Pope Foundation 
over grants to the Police Be-
nevolent Association. 

stirring mail from its 
"ever-growing family of 
readers" is one tech-

nique the Enquirer won 
to exercise whatever power 
circulation alone affords. 
hr 1972, when the tab-
loid puhliahed en appeal for 
readers to write in support of 
• constitutional amendment 
expelling chronically absent 
members of Congress, more 
than 20,000 responded. Sen. 
Russell Long ID-1.a.) took to 
the Senate floor and praised 
the Enquirer as "a credit to 
the Fourth Estate." 

"If a publication generates 
mail in my office." says 
Maryland Sen. Charles McC. 
Mathias, "they have power." 

Enquirer reader, don't 
seem to mind that their fa-
vorite tabloid contradicts it-
self every Week- You're never 
certain what to believe. For 
instance, the newspaper ve-
hemently attacks and ridi-
cules government freebies—
free cookbooks, flags, films, 
etc. distributed by members 
of Congress and the various 
Esdarel agencies—yet pub-
lishes stories periodically en-
couraging readers to "take 
advantage of little-known 
freebies available from the 
government" 

W eying a copy of the 
Enquirer. 	Rap. 
Robert Badhtun 

(R-Calif.) one day last year 
directed the attention of hie 
House Administration Com-
mittee colleagues to that 
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assaaaination report He pro-
posed that intend of money, 
member. of the Assassina-
tion. Committee be given 
subscriptions to the En-
quirer. The motion died for 
lack of a second.. 

Two weeks later, at check-
out counters ie every major 
grocery store chain, millions 
of readers learned how the 
"Enquirer's New JFK Assas-
sination Evidence la As Good 
As Anything The Govern-
ment Has." Badhain'S sar-
antic remarks • bed been 
cleverly twisted to make it 
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week's front page headline: 
"Excluaive New Evidence: 
Lee Harvey Oswald Did Not 

JFK." 
"Here's all the secret non-

sense that we had yester-
day," mid Bedliam morn-
fully. referring to informa-
tion in a House Asseasins-
tiOn Committee report, April 
30, 1977, used to justify ba-
ther funding of the JFK in-
vestigation- 

Bedlam complained that 
the Enquirer article con-
taLneci "the same type of un-
substantiated rumen" as the 
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appear he was praising 
rather than ridiculing the tui-
Wn I! most widely read 
newspaper. 

Self-promotion is an in-
tegrel function of editorial 
policy at the Enquirer. Ma-
nipulating the DM% appears 
to be the logical extemuon of 
Gene Pope's philosophy that 
any publicity, no matter how 
disparaging, will serve to 
benefit the tabloid's quest 
for readen. 

When Enquirer free-lancer 
Jay Gourley confiscated 
Henry Kiasinger's garbage 
one hot July night in 1975, 
the resulting firestorm of 

_media attention was manipu-
lated to make Kissinger, 
rather than the Enquirer. the 
butt of a national joke. 

"Are there any senators 
you can talk to?" articles 
editor E. G. Martin. formerly 
of Copley News Service, 
asked two of his reporters 
one morning the week after 
Gourley's trash foray. Mar-
tin's face had the waxy pallor 
of a man who had spent the 
night locked in a closet with 
a horde of rata. Hie reported 
rattled off the names of their 
favorite trained seals. 

"Good. Now drop every-
thing you're doing and call 
them tip. See if they will say 
the Enquirer did a public 
service in exposing the secu-
rity leak in Malinger's gar-
bage!" 

There was a moment of 
stunned silence. The "secu-
rity leak" .maisted of a few 
dozen routine Secret Service 
working papers wedded up 
amidst the empty cane of Ca-
dillac dog food, two un-
opened jars of Mott apple-
sauce, Nancy Knainger's 
mascara-ameared tissue, and 
assorted perishable goo. 
Nothing even remotely spec-
tacular had been found. 

With dubious enthusiasm, 
Chris Totem and I divided 
up the senates. We initially 
had pinned our hopes on 
colorful senator!' like Roman 
Brooke of Nebraska (the de-
fender of mediocrity on the 
Supreme Court) and William 
Scott of Virginia (who once 
called a pre m. conference to 
deny published reports he 
was the "dumbest senator"). 
But even these two refused 
to be emaciated with gar-
begs. Finally, after surpris-
ingly little coaxing. the late 
Sen. Loa Maenad, (D-Montt 
and Sen. Jennings! Randolph 
(D-W.Va) volunteered state-
ment* to Tore= condemning 
Kissinger for having left hie 
trade on a public sidewalk. 
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Said Randolph: "An unusual 
approach [like going through 
garbage] to something hire 
this can lead to some well-
reasoned thinking." 

President Gerald Ford 
found himself suckered into 
promoting the Enquirer with 
alarming regularity. On one 
occasion a photographer 
caught him in an unguarded 
moment and thrust a copy of 
the Enquirer into his hands. 
As Ford cautiously opened it, 
the photographer *napped a 
shot that ran a few weeks 
later with the headline, 
"President and Mrs. Gerald 
Ford belong to the Enquir-
er's wonderful, ever-growing 
family of readers" 

Two months Liter, in Au. 
goat 1975, the Enquirer 
dumped at the White House 
gets 23 cartons of letter, 
weighing more than 600 
pounds 	from 	readers 
demanding that Ford take 
action to halt the breeding of 
pedigreed dogs for profit. 
Three that did not meet ped-
igree etandards, so the tab-
loid alleged, were left to die. 
The Enquirer promised in 
reader, that Ford would per-
sonally receive their letters 
and 65,000 responded. "It 
was nothing but an Enquirer 
publicity Mitt," says Bill 
Cole, the reporter who deliv-
ered the letters. "There wee 
no way I could get all those 
letters through White House 
security. So I put them out in 
my backyard and burned 
them." 

The final break in rela-
tions between Ford and the 
Enquirer occurred when 
presidential press secretary 
Ron Neilsen refused to allow 
a dog named Lucky, the En-
quirer's mascot, to play on 
the White House lawn with 
Ford's dugs. "We won't lend 
nosselvts to this kind of gim-
mick." Neilsen told reporter 
Phil Gerlington. Six week, 
later Lucky got revenge 
when the Enquirer pub-
lished: "3 Leading Psychia-
trists Agree . . . President 
Ford Le Accident Prone Be-
cause He Feels Guilty About 
His Job." (Lucky regained 
his luck in the Carter admin-
istration- Through the wire 
tance of the First Lady's 
press office. Lucky posed on 
the White House lawn with 
Amy Carter's spaniel Grits, a 
pose duly recorded in the 
National Enquirer.) 

During the 1976 presiden-
tial campaign, bleed in part 
on the Geoegian's professed 
belief in flying eaucen, the 
Enquirer threw its support 



EACH Saint 
HOUSE INCLUDES 

Insulated Glass 
Electric 

1.1 
	Septic 

Rooms Studded 	••0,- 
Complete plumbing 1±1 
With ballroom 	❑ 
fixtures 	 ✓ 

FACIUTIES 
Security Guard 
take 
Reaches 
Golf 
Tennis 
Pool 

• Itestaurani 
Naming 

e• Fishing 
I/ Horseback 

Riding 

{2 
• lodge 

{2 

VicATION 
HOMES 

. . . Just 10 miles west of Winchester, Va. 
A unique mountain wilderness the whole 
family  will enjoy ... 

An Established Community of over 250 Families 

PRICE OF SHELL HOUSES . from $17,995 
PRICE OF COMPLETED HOUSES 	 from $26,970 

INCLUDING WOODED LOT. 
EXCELLENT FINANCING A V.Alt ABLE 

DIMCTIONS ha. Wrap., NYE Ralaawa Pa Wpm= N.*. Now MN wahr ea Maw 
Or Ww:Now. Co..= g6w •wpairdww. ilwaa 20 ow wiw law SiA taw -
.y Wow deer Siwww•Hd and model S.... how lichawn NY. 170 wr a IM 
Ilwdb WIN ISta 0 Twai“. Wads 30 Ww1 Two paw* co abw• 

000.2 sun 	WOODLAND DEVELOPMENT Corp. 
A IMIM 191 	 SN•WNEE t500. WINCHESTER. VA  72601 
WITM NM 	

17031 667-6865 PIRE MORRO 

DINETTE WORLD 
WAREHOUSE SHOWROOM 	r 

20-40% 
DISCOUNT 
AND MORE 

1:1•re MM 	M 
Mink for awm•MR6. 
Falk •Wiiwary. 

For The "Coolest" 
Savings in Town! 

Bergen N Sale Say 
et Oineae Meng 
leneetelle 

Releedes 
Service. 

*REHOUSE SAVINGS AT OUR 
WAREHOUSE 

MOIR= 

iminFL 
MILER LOT  

110111T0111=.11 

soar 
asarasseus 
oo0•11R111.71i• 
NAOMI" 

770-7076 
tens Nebel Si. 
flealtaf14, Md. 

OR Rendeleli ILL 

LANE BRYA\T 
EXTRA SPECIAL! 
LOUNGE/SLEEP TRIO 
SIZES 38 TO 48 

3-PC. 
VALUE $13 

Relax In a button 
tract coal and 
'uric topped 
Pedarna. 
Aoetale/ 

Inept 

in a bold 
kcal pint 
Hat pink, jade 
Slam or 
wedawood 
blue (ounds. 

Loungewear, 
Second Floor 

Hiking 

 51., NW • PM 3M-1300 • Nwelowr • Sdropdhald • Ivan. Como. 
• Wrroverwry ea • Ilrawkw Open Sawa/ 1 2 'N 3 and lam Tway saps 

• Sill, 06Panown 1116cday 10 Ye 9 • ALL win Ha TN raw wwa RN. 
SI d•Wery EH,. on Hirt and.. 670—C 0 D. odd 31 

As' Vids 
20% OFF 	

fS0 	7  docii  SLE 

Ple-Scorn 
OUTERWEAR 

Hew  Fel Pikes 
taw.. .nala. 	

41!) 

lower L..* 
Rt. 28 and Quince Orchard Rd. 

Gaithersburg, Md. 
Pbenet 426-7003 

Hewn, 10100 w.-4.30 p w Owly 

Loreto Mom 
Irdera thni Size 14 

Says & Girls 

behind Jimmy Carter. It 
won't a direct editorial en-
dorsement Gene Pope pre-
fer to disguise hie opinions 
es the tabloid's usual exotic 
pablum. 

"It was made clear to us," 
recalled matte Miller-Conte, 
a former Time correspond-
ent then part of the Enquirer 
Washington bureau, "noth-
ing unfavorable about 
Jimmy Carter was going to 
be published in the En-
quirer." 

On April 13, 1976, more 
than two entire pages were 
devoted to six atones about 
Carter, including an analysis 
of his handwriting, three 
"top psychiatrists" explain-
ing "The Secret of Hie As-
tonishing Appeal," and a 
"truth detector" teat that re-
vealed Carter as "The Hon-
est Man Who'll Never Lie to 
the American Public." One 
week later appeared: "Gov. 
Carter's Wife: Jimmy and I 
Lived In a Haunted House 
(or Five Years," 

On June 8, 1976, the pa-
per's rover announced in 
one-inch tall letters JIMMY 
CARTER THE NIGHT I 
SAW A UFO . If Elected 
Ill Make All the Govt's UFO 
Information Public." Says 
the future president: "I am 
convinced that UFO's exist 
becalm I've seen one." 

Once his nomination was 
secured, Enquirer editor' 
begin portraying Carter se 
the only human being capa-
ble of putting the fear of God 
in the Russians. Aug. 3, for 
*sample: "Why Soviet Lead. 
ass Are Terrified of Jimmy 
Carter Becoming President," 
Sept- 21: "Rowans Keep 
Trying to Influence U.S. 
Presidential Elections—Now 
They Want Ford to Win " 
No mention of any conse-
quence was ever made of 
Gerald Ford during the cam-
paign except to imply that be 
had the support of the 
Kremlin. 

But the Enquirer. as one 
might expect, has turned on 
the president it helped put in 
office. Apparently Jimmy 
Carter has reneged on his 
promise to make public all 
the information on UFOs 
contained in U.S. govern-
ment files. "Carter Broke 
Hi. Promise on UFOs.," 
moaned a May 27 (1978) 
headline. 

Fumed MI indignant Rep. 
Bleak "The U.S. government 
is engaged hi an outer-apses 
Watemage of mind-boggling 
prtmortions." 	 • 


