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Dear Bill,

In my hiaste early this moming to get the article off to you, I forgot to include
another quesy. i ca: do what I tlinic would be a helluva piece on Yershing Gesvais and
his framing of Garrison for thc federal government,

I don't lmow what, if “anytidig, you have used on him, but I know hin well, have a
rather robust file on hdim, and knew hin well enoug,h to know that while ne was setting
Garrison up under pressure he was careful to do an inconmpetent job, as incoupctent as he
folt he could pull on the federalse At the tiue I sent “ouis Ivon lon; mumos on this and
other aspects as I analyzed the ofiUicial coples of the affidavits.

it would be a not difiicult task to go ove that wori and include it in th: new,
that Perh:ing is now doublecrossing again, and theé old, my own personal contacts with
him, which are rich in the kind of language only an honestly crooked crook with a gift
of gub coull aml wiould use, #hat Fershing told me is ferout stufi about himselfl, lds own
erookedness, his fixdng and hiu framing. Withal we were good friends, e did ne favors.

I had a dee.’ ¢iveavay that he had becn fixed by the feds fron my last neeting with hd.n.
which I recall very welle it has to flo with his alleged rcason for setting Jim up, the g
~ Viet llam war. It is the opoosite of what he is gquated as saying «fter the charges wore

filed, wii it was so positive it could not be the kinu of thing about which a St would
change hi mind,

I used to drink regularly with P rshing at the Fountainblegu in li.U., usuzlly with
an ascortucut of others, Jjulge, bail-bondsnen, layers, race=track types, etce

Lot ne knowe Meanwhile, 1'1L gather wore update, if I can,

Although they denied it, the governnent did make a desl with Vershing. They denled it
under oath awud prior to %tiwt, to lackenzie, of the Washington Fost, who limediately suspected
ite 4siie from unhooking him from any charges, the deal was a $22,000 per year tax free.

This iu ot as exceptional as it muy se-m. I have other cases like it. 1've beun coliuctd.ng :
them for a book I plan in the future, "I, Spy", the accounts of finks who finked out. Some

arc pretty wilde Some cases led to fights betwoen the FEI and the Secret Uervice, leny

were the cause of violence, like bombihgse Th: trouble the feds went to with Mervais is

not excessive, from what *~ knowe Considering that they wated to get Jim, Yervais could

have gotton more if ha'd know what they have done in other capess

1 rtw.lly don'% need ,more than 1 have for a decent picce, but L l.L see if there is
arythin,: iuportant 1 d.on t larcady have in lvnde o reason wihy it can't be the best.
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