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You sre entitiled to an updute on FeDanald snd I've beun wanting to cring you
up to the presant situation on Post lortem becsuse of your interest in helping it,

I had a dual role in the HcDonald matter. It turned out to be interesting in
ways I1'1l not take time for now.

I will have a continuing personal interest for reasons that will become ClerTe

An old friend is Burney Hosset's lawyer, the fellow who took the I am Curious
Yellow case to the Sgpreme Court, He knowe of oy JFK work, It ie he who called to
ssk if I'd read the so=czlled "outline™ for Rosset. I agreed, Thercéfter someone at
Grove Press called for confirmation and sent me ¢ copye The first two paragraphs
told ne the book ig a fraud,

S0, four the iamwyer friend I had one fuuction and for Grove aucther. I was frank
Jith both, separately. I tolc the lawyer exsotly what the score is, detail after
detall, end I have the copy = rked in even greater detail, 1t is totally impossible,
except that I do not koow who ielonald knew. However, even his story alout how he
got into the matter is spurious. and his sccount of the ascassination. allegedly from
the assassin, aud of the seccond pluanned assassination, that of Osweld, are actuslly
Pliyeically i.posaibles T

¥y obligation with the lawyer was to tell hfn the truth. Tids extended to those
who could poesibly sue. ideatificution of some of thy charecters is quite possible,
One is very much elive, Amother has heirss Both ars libelleds If I were to represent
either, a matter in which I would take no initiatdve or have any iuntereust but I put
it this way for explanation, it would be chiléd's play to id:ntify eand isy & basis
for sult.

For all practical purposes thle is anotber spook “black book," the kind of

overt fuks that Lelps thez end ticy of'ten sponsor for their cwn kind of oervurns PeRe
It in therelcre a bad boox in this vense.

1 o nov kuow aud I olso have not been told what ueoizion thers ha.u wulle I wag
present for tic end o the contract negotiations. The/ option time has expired or is
about to. “rubabiy basn't yet but wili oy e tim: you got thio,

I $hink the attractivensss is in the formula. Well, it is not an exclusive cne
80 B2 B Taty 1% is 2lec worhtless. Ythar sicdler phonics are now soitg srowad.

Un the book itsell the defects are multituidnous. In my second role 1 pointed
out at the meeting whutl lhe bock novds ane whal cotld Lu expavted iz promotions,
especially iu interviews ana tulk showss These eaments, of course, were helpful to
Fevoneld wid ids people because shop were correct and to the peint. Thers will be
enornous trouble with the book 41 it is srinted cven il Liwae defects are corrected,

However, this, thu public sopuct of oy work, wan guite plozoing to fcb and his,
The private part 4 snow nothing sboute ¥hile 2 was with them the la.yer maede no
2300 seiation $0 hoasets of ho did not by i ol oF laot week he woe)d be able to
for a while becuuse Le left Jor a Buropean vavation for a fortnighte

John Sturr bogan very antaguaistic and clearly favghiened, Tha first pact of
the mornicg-long mwestiis wes on the details of ihe vontrxet. I was then silent snd
zeruly watcheds L koow Jolti sa. these are uwiexaggerated dssoriptelonz. Wheu uwo got into
the book itsell I coulc not have boen more honestsx or forthrighi in what I zadd,
ranging from what could Lo exjscted durias promotionzl work end what it could o to
the bock anu gl go its utamry dufecte and lack of credibllity and uhet hed to be
doue to give 4t credibdlity. dere oy reaponsibilities were to be impurtizl, t: heve
no pessonel attitude to an antx-aocial fale but to fill the role of en expert consultant,

Star:, “crouell ani taedr Verdous lawyors wavwed up to Lt il woun: up appreciating
what I d said and donc cnough to bz warm and thank e aci aok Tor the help I offered.
Tade included a fat iile au ths centrel if wnnansd cmap.mtm otlsr then the asepsein.
I tolc thew hox thuy could got 4t frow su essociate, "ensteiwald, und that 4F he 4dd
not give it fo Tl %o let we hovwe lodevir, ilids sico (dves you en idea of how mugh
work olonelu Las acturlly uone if be hasn’t weitien to the .vohives to got this stuffr,

~hich he ¢gn Tor u lolier aud a ¢hccke

After tiuc weetlug Lroke up bl alver wu iunchut sopmgetely, ac ! walked back to
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oy fri:nd's office I told hic another aspect, that if trds fuke mupesrm and iloDonald
gots eir tise I'1l hove a field day with fariness-ioctue time bectusc the book is
an transparent a fake pretending to be factunl. I A4d not feel it was nppropriate
for me in the sort of public role to go iuto this but 4t is an understatsment. The
foking i roally quite smotenrishe Mol has an awareness of this, Thers may hove been
some idul of incident 4n which he apoks to somebody but he nsver got or accepted
whet B presonte az a real confaession oz o veal psrson and helieved it I tell
you tids because you have sowe kind of relationshiy with him ard wou should know.

Themae is no doubt in my mind that MoDonald has no innocence in this faidng.

I %all you thie because I have the {rnpre sion you have or think vou have some
kind of TV icterast 1o his story.

In the oourse of ths paming I eome £ lasen morn about MeDonald and $4e characters
in e book then T think W vesldzes. Hed vides, Nothing pood or svern comiereially
worht.hils about anyr of it, Mot avmm as g fake.0r n nowsl,

et toeze are not oy concorns becauze I don t think anyona will go for that
stuff” guorot a9 8 oossersial frke or novel, skioh Hod eayn he har no interesat in.

In the course of ths zorning I became conwinces thnt MeD hgs or had soze kdnd
of CIi history. Not just the ralearense to military dntolligence in his bio but CIA.
If you keov anything about thiec I'd bo intorented for the future.

43 @ final word on this, it 1s spiaront that MaD hasn't even mad (or 4f he
has, has ot understood) the Warren Beport. 2 imows virtually anthing about the
sotualities of the JFE asspasduatlion =nd i contempunovs of the as4ebli-hed fact,

Hés motive I can aaly muesse It cun range frov money 4o so=ving ather interests,

shere Ruve been puteatial dovelopsonts oa Poss ilostor I ropert in tho cveas they
can b2 helpful with your eflorta to hely.

4 nagamine that has bLeon clrsred Layno Unasitsdn's work oo tie Fdng sasussiastion
and did not like and would not go for it asked we about =y oswne L arranged to meet
with then aliter tna Mevonala weetings #v were tggether untii 2 a.u., the editor and
managing editor and their writer on s sudjeche

Thedr opinies: o Jayue's work i tuat it cowlu sot fighs ate ¥ay Jus oi 4 pager
bags Wayao is ny friend and I told tnes tids sad that I would rnot write anything in
competitlia wita hime I also told them trat osecuuve of i1y rolaticnshiy with sy I mmk
would not now write aasything new on that subject, However, I told them there was much
6till kmav ani witaown in fraue-Up, specilied suse I thoughi could nuku & good atory,
and of ered it to them, The righta have reverted to me. (A2 of today I woe all ihe
rigints To all wy worke) If taoy have rsached & cecialon the. laven't told mo and I
haven,t askeds I also told them of other possivilities whore I alao would not wrdtes
If they go Jo. there I'1L be leering Irom thesi. (Souecuc frem CES was here all day
yosterday oo my Auy work, so your friends out there nced not feel it 48 50 aitbe
Bstebllahasntarians another fros OBS, a producer wosking oa the JTX cass, wanted to
ueet With e at a tize that conflicted with the HeD sswlgnoment mo I asked him to
call me laversihat aleo s not as visualized out there but I den t know what you or
1 ean do about the stiitude.

durdng this long meeting we went into Post hoviem. I offered ihew {irst surial
rights for a 3,000 print and other rights for uore. They weut ror the book but they
do not dacide on othor than editorial matters. They are to take the project up with
mansgocent/ownerehis and be in Youchs +f they gat a favor.able decision it will be
subject Yo cxamination of the matorial and the editor osn t be hove until as I
recall two nore weaks. ilovever, they were clearly excileds ;

Thersare ouu of the sswesticnel papers was in touch for two otlisr reagoms and Ll
sent a ptalfer hore to work on thom and exandne into Pid, That also lauted into the il
uee hours. “e dlt exvited aboul the bYoois ~gain the yuestion ic & poiicy decislon. i
I made the same offers. This time the mat-rial was soen. I heurd from hdm yesissiay
for more details ou the coatent for a further report so as of now there has been no
negative. The question there seems to be coats can they get enough out of scrial use
to Jjustify the coste (Thoy are strange people. Very successful but with all the succoss
they have never syndicated abroad, vhere with this they could essily recover wore
than 100% of ta-4r cost.)
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Lere I have bed luck in tirdnge I have a good friend high editorielly but
without poliey say. iy friend will bs on vacation for two more weeks.

When the (I producer cones 1'll muks the oame propusal to him ii by then I have
20 doale “t will suwe them a fortune but 1ike all buresucracies the problem will be
to got someonc in authority to realize it. They have nlready wasted mors money than
this wonld cost anl hsve nothing but useless crap for it. However, they cften find
the xinds of values they sesk in crap, so I donBt really know,

ToCay I am to have two visitors lege of “he remscns I'1l not be able to read
end gorrect this), The firet is the romresentative of a printsr and the second
two people frou the Church gonndttes.

Bansuce e prospocts Sor 4 ds work are ne 50 zood I've had to toy with ths idea
of odny further into Gubi wad I've Leen seexdng other estiuates. I can get the job
done 1mch sheaper out of Wachington. Decause of oy lietings in the stsudard incicos
I hsve also had another solicitaion whore with a nev process I azx shre I can got a
cheaper prias, The :‘;um'.im fa of quallty. Aad, of course, coste If the job i= not
a quality job I won't be sbdd to use il aud ofil) sell this kind of booke Tine zad
promised samples will #nll. A amleoo fimure now secme not inpon:ible, subject to
learniz what the deal rcally is. +t does regnire a cheaper papor but I'a essured
varbally 4t 18 of jood guality.

With the Congressional committecs I've taken no initiatives, I've pesponded to
invitations. I've had ro hopes fer the House but Ald pespond to two agproaches, The
aituation there lsz =ti1l not politléally promfeing. There are masy I could heve
emprosched and LaTen 4.

Baaically, my fSoling has boen that I am well anough kuown for those with sincere
interests to sesk re outs This in no ezoe It is ny vey of-onluating serifusness. I
used o vork on the HE1l mnd X Jmow how 44 workse

I hewa on old friend who io & Member of the Church coznittee, I have stayed avey
from hin on purpose, knowing him end his politicel oroblens, I knes that i and when
he felt his obligaticos or his nitustfon reewired e to Yo 4o toush with me 1'¢ hopr,

It happened last week, I was asked to g5 in before iridayexkus The heniber hed
official duiles sbroad for two wesks and he left “rideg. He wanted to Le with me for
part of the moeting, I walked to a comritee mietins with Me =nc spent ths reat of
the morning with hds atef{ mesmbere We then had an mrrangsepent uhereby tae ataffer
would come here tho end of this week ead the Kember after he returned from abroad,

The staff i= this excitadr the rea is comdng today snd brismgins e asvoclete
with hime

Understand that neither 4hs conriltee ner 1is ciaff awe & renelith, Hesd of thom
o this pubject have bewn seeing nutw. (I've baan consulted on weeding soue of thisout,)

As of now theve in the possibility that hat thay want of Post Forisa Z0y apear
as a sort of equivalent of tho Baker Report in the Watergete commdtte:'s worc. Thore
is a deal on confidentiality until the minute of the filing if this evontustes. ihis
in iteelf can be very promising. If it means mome bocones public domaine

This comnitee £3 not godng to invustigate the JTL asieceilaticns Tt will, if 1t
finds just cause, resomsend that there be a spoclal committes or one of the stending
ones assigned that job, If it happene, this can he the roason, en- that should aive
esormous iiterary valus to the work end the earlier works on which it wouid siso drawe

While there wes no stipulation of confidcntiality on this I would rather regard
it this way except for the degree to which you Iicht vent Yo comumicate the possibities
to those o whou you talk on this. Personslly, T am without doubt that official use
would Lrcrease the proepects enormously that without it tho yrosprets arc very good
because of the naturs of the content, which is unique, end the changed attitude teo
th. subject iv general.

If the time comes for this ofiicial usc and I've not been able tp print the book
1'11 still feel impelled to give tie comzittee, through this Member, whatever he wants.

There has been a dwvelomment which will probebly inhibit my ebility to go further
into debt on tids booke The smell farm I own is about to be taken by the county in
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which % igs I have besn txyizg to soll it for yesrs snd wondered why when in the
past 1'¢ tumed down large sucs for it suddenly there could be no deal. £t turms
sut that the bureausrats decided it is what it is not, wetlonds, and had decided
to taim it for this pseudo-ecclogical usc.

This 18 at & cloverleaf on a major supsrhighwsey, 50 on thuet basis slome the
decipion e innsne because of the potintial industrial and comzereial uses that
could give employment and tax revenns,

I have beea dealing with thess psople for & half yesr. They sovor told me anything
and & learned ¥s of thedr plans and ack only by asccident. They even resocned it without
lztting me lmow. There was to have been s county council weeting to decide on whethar
to procsed with ths plans of widch 1t Lo payt and I was t¢ have boen teld acd they
held it without 4elling mee There was to bave boon a tex remlisaion pending docision
at! that also there war note There wes & soc-slled h:aring lest night. Only & alagle
subordinate of the cowunty exccutive was thers. Yo gingle olioted officiale Ho-avelr,

I went thore and did make a reconds I do not kuow whet £t cam ween except in terms
of future litigstion, for whick I did nake a record, But 1 can ¢ hire a laeyer, so
that situation i: Lleake i

I'11 not know enyt ing until there i an apporaleal. The prospects therc ere
negligible because ol the rezeming and the roslitivs it meuns, They have tsken s
small fere and coaverted iuto a singlz-rezidence zondng, which amounta to COhe
fiscation with 21l th: farn bulldings o be demolished at great cost bolfors it can
be used for residantisl purposes.

I tell you all of tide becauss it reslly mesne 1 probably will have ¢o decide
ageinst extending sy d-bt. That farc was, aside frou the valus of oy literary
righte, ny one asset. Uf{icials secms to have negated that asset for all practiecal
purposes. 1811 be fighting it as best 1 can and this is what I was doing lact nicht.

liot ruowing the lax and not beioy alle to research At wnd ptill do anything
else, 1'1) prolsbly hove to attenpt to fight this as oy own lawy=r and on gliaple
Conatitutional grounds.

ihis may sound bleak and on the property it is, but the everall situatiou
iantt exvept in terms of unthinidng ettitudes towerd it. Even the ICN fear is
irrational because the major thrust of the work ip against the FBI, 1t is an
uwoouslled expose of the FEl,

If the Church committee decides to do mors than listen t¢ the nuts they'll not
do sors than I've already done for thom. “hd: alone ought give enormous literary
value to the worlke snd &8 other and not completed work that could be completed
rapldly 45 I were relioved of the day-to~day choroe,

In my suit agsinst the FEI for the supiressed sciontific evidsuce they heve
gone oragy in thedir effort to get the cane dismiseed on the bLseis of pertial co:pliance,
which would save them snd gut the new FOLA lewe The attituder you have encountered
may well zoop those with resl intereste iz the law deteched. However, I sz eidng one
hell of & record in court papers. + have just prepred far filing ths third of a
series of poverful effidavits that charge serious offenmes azninst the povernxent,
including perjurys I have made a rocord that under ths fédersl rules precludes
dismiosn) but there 1 the Juige, & pro-rBl hsok, to coutond withe

Do uppeer to be in coanpliunce they have jus$ duaped some 400 pagoz of documsnts
and pletures unt.l now secret on te, They hend-delivered thes to oy lawyer after the
end of ihe woridng daye They shou'd include a good story, which iz not my snjor
interests The story could be "Seeret FBI Tests Perve Oswelé Inuocant.” From oy
lavyer'e phoned dogeristion of his cauval exavinetion 4 know vhet thoy hove givin me, it
is on: purt of thess tests I :pe.ified I did not wwnt (reason, cost, but they can't
now cherge o this!)e Cramy? They huve great ro.ev but they ar also scareds ! have
already forced the early reterencnt of the agent sootly involved iu this, Frazier.
And thedir enl: annwer to ny firet g proven che rge of perjury ic to say to ihs court
that L jmow more about tho subject than anyone in the Fil, Look for this on a book cover,
in facaimile! Sorry for the hastes I' trylnz to 1ufora e you esn: help better. “est,




