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Dear Harolds

Herewith the copy as promised....... it's in rough shape,
so don't worry about semantics,.....but grateful for the
check on the factB8cesco '

,I also want to make it as strong as possible, 80 I'm hoping
you won t insist on the 'l believe' over his fear of being
murdered in jail. In faet, looking back over your book after
you mentioned it on the telephone, you come out much harder than
just "believing' in 1t.... . E

Anotherpoint....l wanted to use the bit about the
bundle being planted before the killing , although I see in my
notes if twas off the record..... you off course have the okay
on what goes in, but grateful again if you can let this & sticKeeo
1t's phrased, ! think to keep away &an y trouble over it..c..

great meeting you the other day, and loock forward to
hearing from you S0ON.sc.

b?stast, C}Q¢7'
=

e



#“?’UIJ wbs‘:en
Route ¢f

rhﬂFﬂCﬂJIJL

_Mn ;\,y_ﬁ’ﬂ@

7

Dick

Blurh: Weisberg.

A  former Senate investigator, Harold Weisberg 1s the

sauthor of the recently published hook "Frame-Up: The Martin
Luther King/James Esrl Ray Cese". It 15 the result of two years

investigation into the assassination of King, and 1t concludes

(2\ the alleged killer ,was (rvwoce~l" ¢l espife plesd a will~ o
ﬁfthat rssemr ntnyhensnynan 7 | § Gty
Fhe (i D
Here, exclusively for ENQUIREE pesders, Weisberg
tells why Hmp Bay was forced into his recent attempt to

break prison - and why Bay is appealing for a8 new trial.

endsit blurb.
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Yames Earl Bay...l.

By Harold Weisberg

il
Fecr that he TEEJE! be permanently silenced by the resl

M;V~ killers of black civil rights leader Yartin Luther King caused
f_ju': J —— :

_ James Earl Bay to nakeuﬁishabort1Ve prison break on May 3,

fl”hul being pressured into
: Bay , despite/pleading guilty to the murder of King and

¥rom my exhaustive 1nv6§1gations. I am certain that there
was a conspiracy to ki1l King, but that Bay was only a decoye.

No evidence mxhxdimxezhmbs exists which could have

convicted Bay of the crime. But in the haste to gain a conviction,

e
Y el

our law enforcement agencies chose to hpmmmm ignore this.

S

:f?/ Ray now wants to prove his innocence. But —ke—imows—that

he can do this only by living to go to court agaln,
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He is appealing for a new trial - his most recent

but
appeal was turned down . - /Amd he knows he faces a long

successful.
period in jail before he will be 00 Yol o R Yo o e Sl

He has never, ever talked about whommsbw he was
/

assoclated with in Memphis on April Qf » 1968, the day
King was shot. It 18 very possible that he will never name themyx

- 1t would not be necessary to do so #m in showing his innocence

in any new trial. e Rieion SN
But he has & very real fear that these people, who

did k111 King, !!EE_uant him silenced.
——Iihiﬁ“a fear he has had ever since he was arrested,
' . 7

a fear underlined by thrents on his 1ife, and the knowledge that

SRS

violence 1in jail 1s a way of 1ife,

Although I know of no scts of violence agaeinst Eay in

. om which he tried to escape
the Brushy Mountain 5tatofprlson in Tennessee//I Imow'
' l‘fé,

{JJ'M Jwa A&/" s

the possibility of his being murdered is comstantly on his mind,

Murders 1in jail are not uncommon. They can easily be arranged,

oy ‘-dnq. Df— (‘7« e d&b\l('(; e
This Imowledve  ofiwbined-—with the—tong peried hemust

6#%-& Foas ™, A s A H’é :“;? /‘cifl . ;‘)_.;/‘}‘2 / A 0 /1)
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Ray ...3. : ' )

A proven expert in hiding out, Bay undoubtedly felt he would

outside prison walls to
have been safer iﬁiconductxng his fight to prove his inrocence.

My own m efforts to find out the truth in the killing

y have
‘57 of King m#ff 1nvolved a two year on-and -off Jegel battle

| mhm with Memphis court authorities, the U.S, Attorney General's

Pirst

l office, and even Bay's jnnf’lauyers.

Although all I was seeking were matters of public
record, I have been continually lied;rtoo by these people -

1n01ud1ng top federal officilals denying the existence of documents

"ﬂ-‘
. I X ey e |
¥ which tbey latbrhave’

action.

Loty By pite vt
uﬁ‘tu*predueo through pw legal

Ag well as obtaining these documents, I have personally

interviewed or caused to be interviewed, witnesses in Memphis,

'[

New Orieands, Califernia, and London , England.
My conelusions in analysing all this information are
that Yames Earl Ray was framed, not only by his associates, but

/\Vﬁ’ t{. by our own law enforcement agencies in &eiug convicted of King's
ll‘
@@ﬂk\
iy murder,
: i
@ /f} ‘.,»!,4 i ‘t” :‘I v"’“’
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Ray...b4.
Although he was 1n,7e-phls at the time of the

£ Sl
killing, andundoubtedly engaged in some kind of criminsl

i .

activity, there is no evidence that this activity invelved (Lo

killing\King. | -
Uh!nfﬂay pleaded guilty to the murder of King, it was

Fg\ﬂ'mff'ﬁ
on the 1ill-advice of his lawyers that 1t was the only way to

escape the electric chair.
- . 44~ﬂ£{A" et o
fad e pleadea not guilty, Xixm there is no way -

killed King,
the prosecution ¢ould have proven he s il el xa xinmin

= ine can identify

— ‘ﬁ"e-m,ﬁh_nmnﬂlﬁnﬂﬂdl-?ay as being in

—

the rooming house from where the Bssaqg;gig_ shot 1s alleged to

Nejither the rooming kouse monager, Mrs. Fesste -
have been fired, GhaxhezsxitsssesnihepoensmxinuEnid xhane

Brewer , nor Charles Stephems, a lodger, two 'witnesses' who

i s i om0 Y00 R o e 08 K eraveh km ey

are claimed

EXxim to have seen the man who killed King, can positively identify

i )
# ¥ & 4
that man as Bgy. M I3 recue Qe Jha Zouldpt
Bay's fingerprints weréhfound only on easily
movable objects, such as beer cans and & pair of binoculars, They

were never found in the room he was alleged to have rented mor
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Th& rifle that Bay a%&ags#&ylused to ki1l King -jfound

Bay...S.

in a shop doorway after the killing - was—planted-——in-the
FI-

doorway-minutes-fmma-before Xing was.killed... .. .1 heve.spoken
- -
to-peoplE WU could-have-testflied to-this ...
No ballistics evidemce could be produced to tie in this

rifle with the bullet which killed King,
. '?quaf"a‘ -’.“‘
The prosecution ¥mew all this when they aocepted

WAV Fia by Frltesnm pwpd, /—-:?--';- bprka

8 plea of guilty from Ray. oppod 16 T

But Béy , on escaped convict whome they could
undoubtedly prove was in the Memphis area - although not in the
rooning-house ; at the time of th; killing, was a perrect

the law enﬁpnggu ent_agencies. ' Fhe
patsy for is plea of guilty, brought through fear of

f
legal_;;niu;:ég, wrapped up the King k1lling case without
delving into the possibility of conspiraey,
There is no doubt in my mind that Ray was set up
as a decoy by the people who reslly committed the crime. TRk

*Bvidence’ was planted to implicate him.

And it suited the ‘mwm purposes of our Jilstice to -

1 -

accent that evidenca 'Withant anactiaw. 2 Ty ye



Bay 6-0
Now Eay has to fight a judicial system which framed
v d ey B i
Mg T en sk Juouns e i o dewge
him, while -knowing that his 1ife 1 at all times threstened

L
by the real killers of Martin Luther King.

endsit.



% Bottom 4-missing copu.
the furtiture in it he is alleged to have moved nor even in or on that white

Mustang he is said to have used in dizymmdm a desparate, 4-00-mile dash accross the heart

of the south to AXimnta in escaping., - - - i
top 5; after dash was not and cennot be connected with the shooting. This entire aspeet
is so questionable I now have proof in nw possession that the official phcture of it as
found is not, in fact, authantio a.nd was later dtaged by the police, :




