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JOHH HOWA;BJ£OWEN was intervicwed rebruary 8, S|,
3 1964, and he furnished the following information: . ;wm;.u;
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: BOWEN advised that he has been in the Ruﬁqellvlllo,-'

Al4b¢1a, area, speaking at various rural Baptis t, churches, !

. ur-d has been residing at the residence of WYLIENUPTAIN, =
Rural Route, Russellville, Alabama, He stated hX intendad
leaving the Russellville, Alabama, area February 11, 1964,'=
en route ba<k to Laredn, Texas, by way of New Orlears,

Louisiana, . ; . ol 1-14- 184 C’

DBOWEN slated to the best of his knowledgei he was
born at Chester, Pennsylvania, on January 12, 1885, and his
father's name was JAMES A, BOWEN, and his mothnr was EMILY
BOWEN. He did n2t know his parents, but he was reared in e
an orphranage in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, His grandmother,
SARAH HALL, participated to a limited extent in giving him =
guldance and shelter during the early years of his life,
His grandmother and relatives are all deceased, and he has
no known relatives of any kind, .

BOWEN atilended elementary school intermittently

in the Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, area, but took corres-

pondence courses and has completed the equivalent of abcut

two years of college. FHe also took a correspondence course
in theology, which he completed in about 1914, About fifty
years ago, he was ordained as a minister by the -Plymouth

Brethron Church, in Trenton, New Jersey, and about forty-

i five years ago, he was ordained as a minister by the Northern.
Baptist Conveniion at Binghamton, New York. He also is
recognized as an ordained minister by the Missionary Baptlst '

- Convention and he currently considers himself as=ociated
. with that church body, .

BOWEN stated he conslders himself an fitinerant
gardner and preacher, He was formerly a member of the
~ First Baptist Church at Knoxville, Tenncssee, and wore
- recently was a mexber of the First Baptist Church at
Laredo, Texas, He has visited and worshiped at the lalter
chuxch intermittently for the past twenty years,
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A : About thirty years ago, Bowsv applied for a
Job as a juvenile counselor, with the Tennessee Valley -
Authority at Knoxville, Tennessee, and recalled that ..-:‘
he was fingerprinte1 on that occasion, From about 1929 | =
to about 1934, BOWEN worked with juvenile delinquents A
for the City or Knoxville, Tennessee, While doing this ... "
wvork, he became well acquainted with Dr, A, MUELLER,
who 19 now associated with the Veterans Hospi ta in -

Memphis, Tennessee, and lives at 4035 Tutwiler Road,
Memphis, Tenngssee. He also became well acquainted
aith Migs MAR§\£\PIOTT, who is a prominent social worker
in the Knoxville,™ Teanessee, area.

.

X BOWEN states since becoming ordained about '
) fifty years ago, he has traveled extensively in the
- United States, particularly in the Stanton, Virginia, AR
' arca, and in the Southern part of the United States, as Sr e .
an f{tinerant Baptist minister. During the past twenty :
years, he has also made numerous trips as an itinerant
Baptist minister throughout Mexico., He stated he has
never been to Canada or England or any other foreign
country, except in about 1939, he once visited Bermuda,
On these itinerant preaching tours, he resides in the
' " homes of the host pastor, and he moves from place to
° place frequently. He considers his home to be the St. . -
- [Anthony Hotel,. Lar6q€£i?exas,.and he is well known there
R
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by the manager OSCA RRINA. He has been residing at

that hotel 1nlﬂrmlttont1y for the past twenty years, and

has made trips to Mexico for the past twenty years as an S
itirerant preacher, :

DOWEN ﬁtated ‘he has no passport but éarrlés
Ior identiflication purposes, the followlng items:

Soclaul Securlty Card in the name of
JOHN HOWARD BOWEN, Soclal Security
Number 449-36-9745,

by S s Texaco Company Credit Card #T-11372, R SR
ST T T in the name of J. H, BOWEN, Po O, BOX -:o o ik mobsa. o
e . 3042, Knoxville, Tennessee, ' ; ’ e
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-at the Neece (loted, Ournﬁq{af:\lco,_and al«o rosiding in

,which'appearcd to be DERWIN F, WATKINS, as the person who

"if the above was ¢ xaclly correct, but it was the best

. hencflts because of his lnabxlity to oblain correat birlh
“data, - AR E B O P

-lhat same hotel wass ALGIRT BORNE, who was & retired
Atinerant Baplist ministler frdwm Canada, OSSORNE was about
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Grld Star Insvrance Company Card, Palicy
Runber £3176,

. . i ok
Card frrm Larsdo National Bank, in the
nine of JOWN HOWARD BOWEN, 920 Ealiras Avenue,
Box 308, Laredo, Texas, ﬁccount Number 10-7400- 1.'

BOYLH stalad that in 1956, ho contacted an uqreralled
atlteraey In Fhiladelphia to apply for Social Security. This
altorney experienced great difficulty In obtaining a date of
birth for him, The attorney was not able to <ompletely verify
his birth, but fuinished hin with a card rerlvcting the - -
following dala:s .

Name: : JOHN HOWARD POWEN

Dorn: January 14, 1880
Fathere | ; JAMES A, BOWEN
Molher: EDITH MONTGOMERY
Place of Birth: Chester, Pennsylvania
File Numbers N-869-1880

Filed: ' ° March 6, 1956

The above card bore the signature of 5 peféon e
exe-cuted Lhe birth data form. BOWEN stated he doubted

birth data which the attorncy could obtaie through unkrown
sources, e could nat recall the name of this attoraey, i
and was not certaln 10 WATKINS was his name or not.

BOWEN stated he bad been unable to oblain Social Security

'_a‘

DOUEﬁ slates fthat in about 1958, hp was rfxidinr

70 years of age, 5'8" (211, 190 pounds, hair gray and haldin“,
and had »n English or Scnttibh accent, BOWEN ﬂ'kn0¢1f1ﬂtd 5
that ObHOHNF was about his mame slze an1 9go. e
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- zipperad jarket ard a helmet, and idantified that ns being
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A wensus of some type was then being tuken by
lexican authorities, and BOWIN was unable to locate his
fdeptification papers, e thercfore borrowed the identi-
fication pup~rs of OSBORNE on that o~rasicr, and erhibited
then to the Wewizan authoritios, He thereafter returned
these papers to OSPORNE. He later found his own identifi-
caticn papers, and states he has never before or since - .
claimed to be arnyone olher than JOIHN HOWARD ROWEN. : =

BOWEN stated he next saw OSBORNE in about the . " '~
Spring of 1961 or 1962, at the Railway Express Company -
Office in Mexico City, Mexico, He pointed out he norres- -
ponds occasionally with OSBORNE, but has not seen him since
the above occasion., He recalled having heard through friends
in Mexico that OSBORNE was traveling in Mexico as an itinerant
Paptist preacher in Docembery 1963, and January, 1964, but - °
he was planning on returning to Canada, and pousibly taking -
upon residence in tho vicinity of Vancouver, Canada,

BOWEN observed a photogriph of a man standing _
in front of 2 castle-like building, holding what appeared . .
to be a camera, and he identified that person as being
ALBERT OSBORNE. BOWEN explaincd that he has a copy of
that sawe photograph, which was scnt to bim by OSBORNE, :
and it apparently was taken during a trip to England or Al B SR B o
Scotland,

BOYEN nlso observed a photngraph of a man in a

a photograph of hinself, ah:ch had been taken about twenly
years ago a2t Vericruz, Mexjco,. BOWEN stated fhat ALBERT
OSEORNE has traveled in the same areas In Mexico as an
ftinerant Baptist preacher, and OSBORNE has staved at the .
two irdependent churches in Texreluean, Merlco, where tho
churches mafntuln a hone for ministers, Thessd churches
also distritute fscd for ehildren fren destitute familios,
e cxplained that it enms entirely possible persons might
confuse him with OSHEORNF, because lhey ars bolh itincrant
Baptist preschers, sre about the ssne 5170 anl JLP, and .
hoth truvvl LxlrnquPly 1n uexiro.... I S e
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‘zipper bag which he placed in the rack above his fect, =~

.the other passcngers might have beer on the bug, Mo did

Larcdo,

5
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BOWEN uitated he was not Intervicewsed in
Weslco at Tewmeluszan nr anywhers ¢lsc by the FBI,
regarding OSBORNE or subject O3SWALD. Hc pointed out
when he came 1o Laredo, Texas, recently, ho learned
that tha FBI had beoa making inquiries thero regarding
his rerent trip to Mexico, He stated-that ho thereafter .
looked through his papers und files at Laredo, and lcarned
that he had made a trip by bus from Nuevo Laredo, Mexico,
to Mexico City, on September 26-27, 1963.

DBOWEY ¢xplained that at the bus station im -
Nueve Laredo, Bexlqo, at about 3:30 P M., Scptember 26,
1963, ho boardcd a bus en route to Mexlco City, and slgned
his cwn namo, JOIN HOWARD BOWEN, to the voster of passengers,
He sat in the third scat from the front on the right side,
A young man who apparenily boarded the bus at tho same o
time sat in the seat adjacent to hie, He dezeribed this. .
person as follows: e 3 e

Sew: ' Nale

Raco: - . White :

Age: 29 \

Heligut: 5'8v L 5 Teniy i
Weight: 150 poupds”™ ~° T T L o N I
Hair: . Blond and thin - B S
Complexion:. Dark

ﬁo cxplalhcd this passonger had a small

He did not talk Lo thie person or hrar him spouk to

anyono elso ¢n the bus. He presumed this person was ;
Mcxican or pucrto Rican, because he was davk complected. =
and did not appear to be en Auericunr, Ho roculled that
direztly in front of hia was a pan and & wxonan who were
about slxty years of age. 'The man was ratirad from the
Bermuda Pollca Daparimant, and he spparently had beon
traveling oxtcensivesly e€ince his rotiremont, DOWEN re-.
called that two Mexfsoan wosen and a small child ozcupled
tho sent ditectly bohind him, e conld not recall who

rocall that the bus was fully ocevpled when it lefi Nuevo;”
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BOWIN stated the'young man sitting ﬁéxt te hiﬁ.;
went to sleep shortly after getting on the bus, and dad -
not converse with him or anvone else. At about 4:30 or

. 5:00 P, M, on September 26, 1964, the bus stopped for a .-

lunch stop at Sablnas Hldalgo Hutiﬂo.' This youong man
went to the restroom and ate a lunch at the bus statjon,
When he returncd to the bus, he went to the rear of the
bus vhere he reclined on a rear seat ard went to sleep,

BOWEN stated he did not resall sering the above

person sgain during the trip to Mexico Clty. and has not ... -~

scen him before or since that time. He did not know where
the above porson got off the bus. PROWEN stated he does '

not recall having gpecifically scen a particular photographg1?;_

of subject LEE HARVEY OSWALD, but is rather certain he had ;
seen some nowspaper photographs of him, lle stlated he does
not feel that the above person was identical to LEE HARVEY -
USWALD, because the above person was quite dark coaplected

and appaared to be a Mexicar or Puerto Rican,

BOWEN stated he zrrived in Mexico City on the

above bus about 9:30 AyM,, Septamber 27, 1963. He thereafter

boardad another bus in Mexico City, and went to Puebla, -

Mexico, where he resided at the St. Augestine llotel. The "

next day, be boarided a night {roin at Puebla and traveled
to the Rafilroad Hotel in Jesus Carranga, which is north

of Juchitan, Mexivo., He remained in this arer for about
one week, contactling various native ministers, and de-
liverirg Bibles to thei:, He precachod sose in Juchitan,
and Tehuvantepre, nreuw, He then rcturred to the arca of
Pucbla, Mexicn, vhere be wroslided with variows persons
conpected with Buptist churches i that vieinity., He then
traveled bak to Laredo, Texzs, in about the middle of - -
November, 1963, While in Mexico City, he usually resides
at the Cannds Tot~) Anpex, whish is on Clneo De Mayvo Sircet,
BOWEN stated at no time on this Frip oid be again Sea the .
above mentfronsd person «ho had been on the bus with hiu
from Neuvo Larcdo. . ]
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5 C BOJEN st»ted he intends to travel from the i
Rucerllville, Alabara, srea, to Laredo, Toxas, by way - -
of New Orlear3. sri expects to be al the St, Anthony O
Hotel, Lired», Tevas, about February 15-17, 1964, ~here. ™ .-
he will remzin inlafinitely. He stated that at Larado, = o
he could locale the buz ticket ehich would verify the :
date of the above mentioned (rip into Mexico in Sﬂptombor,_
1963, He staled he wmay also have there *or:r&ponﬁon»e,
Lrom AURERI OSHCRNE. ; Fornastine
BOWEN statad he has nevar taught sqhool, has DEeVEr
‘been to ary foreign countries, other than Mexizo znd Bereuda.
He stated he has never written a book, krew nothing about - :
the Lishen earthquake of 1775. He could not recall seeing
any American girls on instant bus, and knew of no one on
- the bus who might bave {alked to the young man sitling in
' the seat pdjazent lo him, "

WEN stated he definitely is not identical to -
ALBERT OSBORNF, and with the one exception, he has never
posed as ALBERT OSBORNE. BOWEN staled he would cooperate
& . {ully in this matter. He voluntcered to have his3 photograph
and fingerprints taken on this eoccasion.

BO%EN furnished the following desvr!ptive data
regardling himselfs

Name: oo ' JOHN HOWARD BO-'L}:N .
Sex: _ : Male - ;o
Race: ’ wWhite
Date of Birth: January 12, 1885
Flese of Birth: Chester, Pﬁinsylvania
Helghts 5'8 .
welght @ 190 pounds
Hair; Gray and thln
Eyas: Blue
Puild: Heavy
. : Complexion: Hedium :
R SRR Scars and Yarks: . Small jound sers or scar )
& on right tewple, vy s &
= - 8 . -
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Characteristics: Vears heavy, dark "rimme'd z '
" _ glasses for reading ~
Gocupation: Itincrant Baptist preaché‘r.'{;:'.




